LST REVIEW

Development Agenda &

Sustainable Development

Law & Society Trust




LST Review Volume 26, Issue 336 October 2015 — The 2030 Development Agenda

No part of the Journal may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
without written permission from the publisher, the Law & Society Trust (LST)

© Law & Society Trust, 2015
The views expressed in the articles and all other contributions to the .LST Review are
those of the individual authors and not necessarily of the Law & Society Trust or the

Editor of the LST Review.

LST gratefully acknowledges the funding support given by Helvetas, Sri Lanka in the
publication of the LST Review in 2015.



LST Review Volume 26, Issue 336 October 2015 — The 2030 Development Agenda

Contents

s g i T I e e 01

Harnessing International Aid to Alleviate Poverty: The SDGs and International
Investment

‘Naazima Kamardeen i ccirisesssrssssssesrssrossnssssiasessssssanessenssssssssssssssasanrssrsensas 03



——3 ‘ LST Review Volume 26, Issue 336 October 2015 — The 2030 Development Agenda

Editor’s Note

The launch of the 2030 Development Agenda is envisaged to be the beginning of a new
development paradigm. It builds upon the achievements of the Millennium Development
Agenda that introduced the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the year 2001.
The MDGs reach their ‘deadline’ in 2015, but will remain a standard by which many
countries, mostly developing and transition economies, continue to assess their levels of
development. The Millennium Development Agenda was based on precepts of — freedom,
solidarity, and shared responsibility, among others, and recognition of the duty towards
‘all the world’s people, especially the most vulnerable and, in particular, the children of
the world, to whom the future belongs.

The learning in year 2015 however, is that, while the MDGs provided a good reference
point by which to achieve global development, its ‘sector specific approach’ did not
achieve the holistic development required to extricate the world’s most marginalised and
poor communities from their dire conditions of deprivation and want. In response, the
launch of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the international community is
to mobilise a ‘transformative development’ that will address this concern. The new
global development agenda is extensive and ambitious, and is to be guided by 17
development goals and 169 targets. It envisages a more ‘integrated approach’ that
encompass areas of focus conventionally deemed to fall outside the scope of
‘development’ — such as peace, good governance and shared prosperity.

In this edition, with initial insight into the 2030 Development Agenda, the LST Review
includes the UN Declaration with a view to further exploring its scope and ambit in time
to come. Both the development agenda and the goals are yet to be fully understood, in
terms of its unique potential to effect transformation that is holistic and reaches to the
developmental needs of the most marginalised. A starting point is the Declaration itself.
Features identified as salient to the above understanding have been highlighted for the
benefit of the subscriber/reader. Among the positive features observed in the Declaration
is that the SDGs aims to include both the developed and developing world alike in its
responsibility towards achieving ‘sustainable development’. In addition, Goal 17
identifies a ‘Global Partnership for Sustainable Development’, and paragraph 41 of the
Declaration outlines the several possible avenues for financing the implementation of
the SDGs.

The edition includes an article that explores this fundamental concern of the means by
which the implementation of the SDGs will be financed. In her art.icle ‘Harnessing
International Aid to Alleviate Poverty’, Naazima Kamardeen questions the rolg of
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) as a suitable means to ﬁnancing the SDGs, espgclauyf
its potential to address issues of poverty alleviation. She pomt's out, that while Sri
Lanka has endorsed FDI as being intrinsic to its developmen.t trajectory over the years,
large segments of the population still remain below the na.txonal poverty headcount. If
FDI is to be mobilised with the aim of achieving a sustalr?ed and lo.ng-t.erm effortttg
eradicate poverty and mobilise holistic economic growth, it would require concerte
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planning on the part of policy makers and development strategists. Kamardeen points
out that the current policy environment is lacking in its efforts to initiative the level of
planning that is needed for the ‘sustained’ eradication of poverty and pro-poor approach
to economic growth and development.

Financing the envisaged development agenda is one of the several focus areas that must
essentially feature in a discourse of ‘sustainable development’. The LST Review in its
subsequent editions will aim to contribute to an increased understanding of the SDGs,
its particular implications for both the legal and policy reform within Sri Lanka’s
development context, and the nature of partnership and collaboration that is required
among national and international stakeholders.

Rasika Mendis
Editor
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Harnessing International Aid to Alleviate Poverty: The
SDGs and International Investment

Naazima Kamardeen'

Introduction:

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), agreed upon in the year 2000, consisted of
eight core principles aimed at meeting basic needs of the world’s poorest people. These goals
encompass the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary
education, promoting gender equality, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health,
combating HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability
and developing a global partnership for development.! The target time-frame for achieving
these goals ends in 2015. The MDGs are perhaps the first global attempt at establishing
measurable, universally-agreed objectives for accomplishing the development imperatives
mentioned above.?

Though the MDGs did not achieve full success with regard to the meeting of these goals at
the global level, it must be acknowledged that they drove progress in several important
arcas, such as tackling extreme poverty, facilitating access to improved sources of water,
increasing primary school enrolment and reducing child mortality.

It was perhaps the limited success of these endeavours that prompted the UN to adopt its
ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This took place in September 2015.
The concept for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was born at the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20, in 2012. The objective was to produce a
set of universally applicable goals that balances the three dimensions of sustainable
development: environmental, social, and economic.?

The Intergovernmental Negotiations on the Post 2015 Development Agenda (IGN) began in
January 2015 and ended in August 2015. Following the negotiations, a final document was
adopted at the UN Sustainable Development Summit September 25-27, 2015 in New York,
USA. On 25 September 2015, the 193 countries of the UN General Assembly adopted the
“2030 Development Agenda titled “Transforming our world.” This included the very

* Naazima Kamardeen, Ph.D (Colombo), (LL.M) Georgetown, LL.B (Hons) (Colombo), Attorney-at-
Law, Sri Lanka, currently lectures in international investment law at undergraduate level and
international trade law at post-graduate level at the Faculty of Law, University of Colombo. Her
research interests include intellectual property law, environmental law and trade and development

1s5ues.

'Available at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html accessed 25th
September 2016

2 fbid.

3 Ibid.
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important goal of ending poverty in all its forms everywhere. The 2030 Agenda comprises
17 new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), or Global Goals, which are aimed at
guiding policy and funding for the next 15 years, with the primary goal of ending poverty
everywhere.* Not surprisingly, the first goal is “no poverty.”

If poverty is to be eradicated in developing nations such as Sri Lanka, and if this it to be
done a sustainable manner, then it cannot practically be done within the constraints of a
weak economy. The historically accepted method of boosting an ailing economy is to pump
in money from the outside. Such inflow can be termed either aid or investment or loan,
depending on the conditions attached by the giver. Most givers are willing to give money in
the form of foreign investment, as they feel that it could be used to generate more wealth
as opposed to mere aid, which is primarily used for consumption. This thinking goes back to
the post World War II era, where foreign direct investment was seen as the best way to help
failing economies to revive.

The Classical Theory of foreign investment lent credence to this view, by propounding the
notion that foreign direct investment was uniformly beneficial to the host State. In fact, the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) - which is a Bretton Woods
Institution® - was a component of the United Nation's World Bank Group that was
established in 1945 with the original mandate of providing funding towards the post-World
War II rebuilding efforts of European nations.” In the modern era, the IBRD's main
objective is to provide loans and other financial services to less fortunate countries in hopes
of reducing global poverty. In Sri Lanka too, we have seen the influence of the Classical
Theory, where the State looked to foreign investment to boost both its open economic drive
in the late 1970s, as well as its post war economic drive in the past few years.

This article attempts to analyse the extent to which foreign aid (in the form of foreign
investment) will help to achieve the SDG of alleviating poverty in Sri Lanka. It will do so by
first analysing the extent to which the MDGs have progressed in the area of poverty

4 Ibid.

5 “Foreign investment” (FI) broadly defined means the flows of capital from one nation to another in
exchange for significant ownership stakes in domestic companies or other domestic assets. See,
Definition of Foreign Investment, available at http://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/foreign-
investment.asp accessed 26th October 2015. FI is wider in scope than the term “foreign direct
investment” (FDI) Direct investment is a category of cross-border investment made by a resident
in one economy (the direct investor) with the objective of establishing a lasting interest in an
enterprise (the direct investment enterprise) that is resident in an economy other than that of the
direct investor. OECD Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct Investment (4t Ed.) 2008, p. 17,
available at http3//www.oecd.orgldaf/inv/investmentstatisticsandanalysis/40193734.pdf accessed
26th October 2015 o _

6 The Bretton Woods Conference of 1944 was the forum at which it was rec_ogqtsed that a global-level
organisation was needed to regulate world trade, to corpplem'ent tl'.1e activities of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank. For a more detailed discussion, see Peter van den Bossche,
“The Origins of the WTO' in The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization: Text, Cases and

Materials (Cambridge University Press 2005). B .
7Available at ghttpIllwww.investopedia.com/terms/:lmternatxonal'bank'of'reconstruction'and.

development.asp accessed 30th September 2015
4
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eradication, and then discuss the methods for poverty eradication proposed by the SDGs.
Next, the article will examine the past experience of foreign direct investment in Sri Lanka
and based on the outcomes, will attempt to assess whether international investment could
be a useful tool in eradicating poverty in Sri Lanka, and the conditions that should be
prevalent if such a situation is to be achieved.

The Position Reached by the MDGs:

The role of sustainability measures in development initiatives was important even when
the MDGs were being achieved. This can be seen in the following extract from a 2010 report
on the implementation of the MDGs in the Asia-Pacific region:

“Many countries in the region are now therefore re-examining ways of offering better
protection to their citizens. This is not just to respond to the risks arising from the
recent crises but also to provide a foundation for more robust economic development,
since economic growth is unlikely to be sustainable unless the gains are equitably
shared. The best way to achieve the MDGs is thus through inclusive and pro-poor
growth, along with increased social justice, investment in human and physical
capital, and the provision of productive employment. This will enable people to
protect themselves more effectively and take advantage of many pathways out of
poverty (emphasis added)”. &

International human rights bodies such as the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural
Rights have referred to the MDGs in making recommendations to national development
agendas. In its report on its forty-sixth and forty-seventh sessions, the Committee made
specific reference to the MDGs and the important link between the goals and the full
realization of the right to development.® This link is particularly important in relation to
the MDG on sustainable development.i0

When we consider the direct role of the MDGs in eradicating poverty, we find that statistics
indicate that some progress has been made. The United Nations Development Programme,
for example reports that since 1990, more than 1 billion people have been lifted out of
extreme poverty, and that the proportion of undernourished people in the developing
regions has fallen by almost half. In addition, it is estimated that only one in seven children
worldwide are underweight, down from one in four in 1990. However, the report also notes
that at present, almost half of the world’s employed people work in vulnerable conditions
and that by the end of 2014, conflicts had forced almost 60 million people to abandon their

8 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), The As'ian
Development Bank and the United Nations Development Project, Achieving the Millennium
Development Goals in an Era of Global Uncertainty’ Asia-Pacific Regional Report 2009/10, (2010)
['‘Asia Pacific Regional Report 2009/10’], at p.57. '

9 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Report on the forty-sixth and foz't_y*seveqth
sessions (2-20 May 2011, 14 November—2 December 2011), Economic and Social Council Official
Records, 2012, Supplement No. 2, E/2012/22, at p.1 19.

10 Goal 7, titled “Ensure Environmental Sustainability”.
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homes.!! The report notes that “the MDG target of reducing by half the proportion of people
living in extreme poverty was achieved in 2010, well ahead of the 2015 deadline.”!?

Poverty Eradication under the SDGs:

The Sustainable Development Goals have 17 targets that are hoped to be reached by 2030.
The first goal is that of ending poverty in all its forms everywhere. This is further broken
down into several specific tasks, which are as follows:

1.1 by 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as
people living on less than $1.25 a day

1.2 by 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages
living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions

1.3 implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all,
including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable

1.4 by 2030 ensure that all men and women, particularly the poor and the vulnerable, have
equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership, and
control over land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate
new technology, and financial services including microfinance

1.5 by 2030 build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations, and reduce
their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic,
social and environmental shocks and disasters

1.a. ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including through
enhanced development cooperation to provide adequate and predictable means for
developing countries, in particular LDCs, to implement programmes and policies to end
poverty in all its dimensions

1.b create sound policy frameworks, at national, regional and international levels, based on
pro-poor and gender-sensitive development strategies to support accelerated investments!?

in poverty eradication actions.!
It is thus observed that the mechanisms to end poverty are to be constructed, not merely to

grant aid to poor people to help boost their daily income to above $1.25 a day, but to
implement sustainable policies and programmes that would enable these people to lift

IEradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger: Where do we Stand? Available at
httplewww.undp.orglcontent./undp/en/homelmdgovervxew/mdg_goalslmdgl.html accessed st

October 2015
12 Ibid.
13 Emphasis added.
NOpen Working Group

proposal for Sustainable Development Goals, available at
httpslllsustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsproposal,

accessed 1°t October 2015
6
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themselves out of poverty permanently. It is also observed that the role of investment has
been acknowledged as being important for poverty reduction actions.

The other 16 SDGs are in some way linked to this overarching goal, and are likely to fall
into place once global poverty is addressed. For example, ending hunger and achieving food
security!> as well as ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being!® can be achieved
when people are no longer poor. Therefore, it must be admitted that the eradication of
poverty is an end to be achieved through several means, and it is submitted that all of these
means must be addressed simultaneously. Foreign aid as foreign investment is one of these
avenues, and it is to a consideration of this factor that the discussion now turns.

The Role of Foreign Direct Investment in Promoting Economic Growth:

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is a phenomenon that was present in early times, and is
probably as old as trade itself.!” It gained momentum when the colonial powers of Europe
used their superior technology to gain advantages in the nations they conquered and
fashioned concession agreements that would help their industries at home to flourish at the
expense of the natural resources of the colonies.!® After the end of colonialism following
World War II, many newly liberated States either nationalised their industries, wresting
control away from the foreign investors.!® Others offered to re-negotiate those investment
contracts at more equitable market rates, which investors were glad to accept.

Different regions of the world have had differing views on FDI, and this can be seen in the
divergent theories that exist in this area. The Classical Theory, for example, was invented
by the capital exporting States, and promotes the idea that FDI is wholly beneficial to the
host state, or the nation receiving the investment. The success stories of countries like
Singapore, which despite a total lack of natural resources has become a thriving economy,
bears testimony to this theory. On the other hand, Latin American States had a bitter
experience with FDI, due to the hardnosed tactics of the United States of America (UsAa,
which was the biggest home State in that region, due to geographical reasons. The USA
even interfered with the political regime in the region in order to safeguard its investment
opportunities,?® and this has led the Latin Americans to expound the Dependency Theory,
which maintained that FDI was wholly detrimental to the host nation. Modern day
theorists, however, favour the Middle Path, which views FDI neither as uniformly good or
bad, but as a tool that can bring about economic prosperity, provided it is used wisely.
Many developing countries like Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Indonesia, use FDI as a tool to
drive development.

15 Goal 2

16 Goal 3

17 M. Sornarajah, The International Law on Foreign Investment, 3+ Ed. 2010, (Cambridge) p. 19

18 Jbid, at pp. 19-20

12 The nationalization of the oil industry by gulf States can be taken as a good example of the» abov?-

20 The bringing down of the democratically elected, communist regime of President Allende in Chile,
due to fears that the regime would be hostile to investment, led to the death of President Allende,

and the subsequent chaotic situation in Chilean politics. 5
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Foreign Direct Investment in Sri Lanka:

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) became a catchword in the late 1970s, when the
Jayawardene regime came into power. The economy was opened, and Sri Lanka was offered
many incentives in a bid to boost its economy through investment opportunities. The Multi-
Fibre Arrangement was one such incentive. It offered a ready market and protection from
competition for the apparel sector when it was in its early stages.?! By the time it was
phased out to conform to World Trade Organisation rules that forbade quantitative
restrictions, the apparel industry was robust enough withstand competition.

FDI continued to be encouraged by every succeeding government, even by the more socialist
ones, as there seemed to be no other way to lift the country out of its economic woes. The
Board of Investment was instituted, and it acts as the regulatory arm of the government
where FDI is concerned, and also screens potential foreign investments. The success stories
of the Asian Tigers - Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan — as well as the
economic rise of Malaysia spurred Sri Lanka to use FDI to emulate these countries. Sadly,
the ethnic conflict?? that lasted over 30 years took a massive toll on developmental efforts,
and this is seen in the fact that the FDI targets set by the government have not been met.
According to newly released economic data, Sri Lanka has attracted foreign direct
investments (FDI) amounting to US $§ 1,685 million in 2014 — a 21 percent increase from
2013, but below the US $ 2 billion target set by the government. It has been observed that
Sri Lanka consistently failed to reach FDI targets in recent years although the overall FDI
trend remains positive. FDI, as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) improved to
2.2 percent in 2014 compared to 2.0 percent in 2013.23

FDI was considered to be so vital to Sri Lanka that the government meekly paid up the full
sum ordered by the arbitral tribunal in the (in)famous International Centre for the
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) case decided in 1990, AAPL V. Sri Lanka.**
This was one of the very first cases heard by the ICSID, and the first to be based on a Bi-
Lateral Investment Treaty (BIT) between two countries — namely the United Kingdom and
Sri Lanka. It concerned the destruction of a shrimp farm belonging to a Hong Kong
company?® during counter-insurgency operations conducted by the Sri Lankan forces
against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Even though the parties had agreed
to be bound by the terms of the BIT, the tribunal went further in invoking international law

21 Rupa Dheerasinghe, Garment Industry in Sri Lanka: Challenges, Prospects and Strategies,
available at httpi//ss.sljol.info/article/ 10.4038/ss.v33i1.1246/galley/1141/download/ accessed 2nd
October 2015 N .

22 There is some disagreement as to whether the government’s mxl_ltary responses to the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam can or should be termed an “ethnic conflict”, or whether some other term
should be used. In the absence of a more suitable definition, the author has stuck to this rather

rm,

23 ?igli(l?: yligti‘iaarachchi, Reality check of Sri Lanka'g FDI and emgrging role gf financial i‘nvestors s
available at: httpillwww.dailymirror.lk/71489/reahty-check*of-srrlanka's-fdrand-emergmg-mle.of.
ﬁnancial-investors#sthash.cAA795z9.dpuf accessed 2m October 2015

24 1CSID Case No. ARB/87/3, 4 ICSID Reports 246, 250/1, (Award)(27 June 1990)

25 Hong Kong was at that time, a protectorate of the United Kingdom
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to interpret “full protection and security” as well as the due diligence standard and found
that the Sri Lankan government was responsible for the damage. The argument was
flawed, and the decision has been criticised. It has been noted that the government could

have challenged it if it was so inclined, but it chose to pay the compensation to retain
investor confidence.26

The decision appears to have paid off in the long run. As was noted before, FDI continued to
increase in Sri Lanka, albeit not at the rate the government expected. There was a rise in

FDI soon after the ending of hostilities in 2009, and it is expected that this trend will
continue in the future.

The latest World Bank Report on Sri Lanka?? emphasises the role of FDI in maintaining
economic growth and competitiveness. The report notes that -

“Continued growth will also depend largely on fostering private sector development
and private investment, especially increased foreign direct investment (FDI). Sri
Lanka’s economy depends on FDI to bring in innovation. The import of FDI is
further underscored by the country’s limited domestic savings rate, brought about
largely by its demographic trends. Contrary to most economies in South Asia, Sri
Lanka does not have a demographic dividend: by 2036, more than 22 percent of the
population will be over 60, and there will be 61 dependents per 100 adults. Increases
in the labour force, employment rates and productivity will be central to growth.
Against the background of an aging society, efficient and well-targeted social
assistance will also become more important”.?8

The Relevance of Foreign Direct Investment on Poverty Alleviation in Sri Lanka:

While it may be true that FDI does help to bring in money, technology, managerial skills
and other benefits to a host country, the real question from the point of view of this paper is
whether it can help to alleviate poverty in Sri Lanka. The World Bank reports that:

“.Sri Lanka is focusing on long-term strategic and structural development
challenges as it strives to transition to an upper middle-income country. Key
challenges include boosting investment, including in human capital, realigning
public spending and policy with the needs of a middle-income country, enhancing the
role of the private sector, including the provision of an appropriate environment for
increasing productivity and exports, and ensuring that growth is inclusive”.?®

% See, C. F. Amerasinghe, The Prawn Farm (AAPL) Arbitration, (1992) 2 Sri Lanka J ofln};.l L 156

27 Updated in June 2015, available at http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/srilankal/overview
accessed 2nd October 20156

%The World Bank, Overview of Sri Lanka, available at

http//www,worldbank.org/en/country/srilanka/overview accessed 2nd October 2015
B Jbid
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The report also notes that economic growth in Sri Lanka has been among the fastest in
South Asia in recent years. Growth averaged 6.3 percent between 2002 and 2013, with
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita rising from US$859 in 2000 to US$3,256 in 2013.
Preliminary indications are that GDP further increased by 7.8 percent in 2014.3°

Where poverty alleviation is concerned, it is observed that for most of the past decade,
growth has been pro-poor, with consumption per capita of the bottom 40 percent growing at
3.3 percent a year, compared to 2.8 percent for the total population. Other human
development indicators are also impressive by regional and lower middle income standards.
On a positive note for the MDGs, the report indicates that Sri Lanka has surpassed most of
the MDG targets set for 2015, outperforming nearby country comparators on most MDGs.3!

However, the picture is not altogether rosy for Sri Lanka. The report observes that, even
though poverty rates have declined, 13 districts comprising 36 percent of the total
population remain below the national poverty headcount. Indicating that the ethnic conflict
has taken its toll on economic development, it is noted that in four conflict-affected border
districts, poverty rates are at or above 20 percent. While the national unemployment level
is low at 4.4 percent, 14 districts report unemployment rates higher than the national
average. According to Department of Census and Statistics survey data of 2011, 76 percent
of total unemployed are below 29 years of age.

The report also notes that the growth achieved during the past five years has been in form
of a peace dividend resulting from reconstruction efforts and increased consumption. It
predicts that sustaining broad-based economic growth into the future will require
determined structural reforms that stimulate productivity growth and economic
diversification across sectors, driven by technology and innovation, and new market
development domestically and internationally.

The report recommends that if Sri Lanka is to reform structurally, employment in primary
agriculture should decline from its present share of 30 percent of the labour force as other
sectors of higher productivity absorb rural surplus labour. At the same, along with
productivity increases, agriculture is likely to become more capital intensive and
technology-driven as labour shortages emerge.

Outstanding Issues for Sri Lanka:

While the findings may reveal that Sri Lanka, having performed well on the MDGs, might
also be expected to fare reasonably well on the SDGs, there are a few outstanding issues to
consider. Firstly, as accepted by the Middle Path Theory on FDI, the success of FDI
depends on how it is incorporated into the development agenda, and it is in this area that
concerns exist. Sri Lanka does not have comprehensive short and long-term economic plans
or policies. Often, these are changed with every new political regime that comes into

3 rbid

3 1bid.
10
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power.3 If Sri Lanka is to adopt SDGs, then planning will have to become an integral part
of government policy, as sustainable development cannot take place unless long term plans

are conceived and developmental plans are integrated in order to reduce overlap and
resultant wastage.

The other area that needs attention is the reform of laws that will enable the gains from
FDI to reach the poor. Ideally, labour, human rights and environmental laws need to be
reformed to ensure that the gains from FDI do not remain in the hands of the few
industrialists, but can at least trickle down to the working classes. It must be admitted that
Sri Lanka's track record in this field is appalling. It was given an opportunity to review and
upgrade these laws as part of the GSP+33 programme of incentives offered by the European
Union (EU). Not only did Sri Lanka fail to make use of this opportunity, but in the
landmark case of Nallaratnam Singarasa3 the court refused to admit the validity of
international law that had not been expressly incorporated through enabling legislation.3s
The Singarasa judgment effectively took away the State’s ability to rely on international
norms even as soft law. This subsequently left the country at a loss to explain how it could
improve the rights of poor workers in the absence of proper domestic laws, into which
international norms had not been expressly included. While opinion is divided on whether
such events were the real reason for the GSP+ system to be withdrawn, it must be admitted
that Sri Lanka did not honour its obligation to the EU to reform its laws, such lethargy or
apathy led to workers’ being unable to access benefits that accrued through the GSP+, and
that the GSP+ was in fact withdrawn.? The ultimate losers in this scenario are not the
politicians, judges or industrialists, but the working class of this country, who are the
primary concern of the SDGs.

The last issue to be dealt with is one that concerns not only Sri Lanka, but every developing
country. Sustainable development is undoubtedly the only way to proceed in this modern
era where the environment is a fragile, much-endangered thing. However, from the

32 The energy sector offers a telling example of this point. Inadequate planning and a lack of clear
vision resulted in the power crisis in the late 1990s. The government’s response was to invite
foreign investment for coal-powered power plants, even though coal is environmentally unfriendly,
needs to be imported, and relatively expensive, while hydro-electricity has been used in Sri Lanka
for decades, is cleaner, and could easily be expanded to meet the nation’s encrgy requirements.

33 General System of Preferences. This was the programme implemented by the European Union_ to
give aid to developing nations, without violating trade obligations under the WTO, which
ordinarily prohibit the granting of such concessions on the basis that they distort trade. For a more
comprehensive definition, see the OECD’s glossary of statistical terms, available at
https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?1D=1102 accessed 26t October 2015. .

4 8.C F/R Application No. 87/2007, available at http:I.-’archives.dailymirror.l]dZﬂO'?!10.‘15.-"ed.1t.asp
accessed on 5th January 2015 .

3 1t dealt with the applicability of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil an_d
Political Rights (ICCPR), which Sri Lanka had ratified, but not enabled though domestic
legislation

% For some insights into the reasons for the GSP+ system being withdrawn, see the commentary
available ak

http//feeas.europa.eu/delegations/sri_lanka/eu_sri_lanka/trade_relation/gsp_status/ index_en.htm

accessed 26th November 2014. 11
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perspective of developing countries, sustainable development must proceed at a rate slower
than unsustainable development. This is because sustainable development does not permit
the over-utilisation of resources at levels unsupportable by the environment. For the
presently “developed” world, which developed unsustainably, to ask developing countries to
develop sustainably, is unfair, and perhaps even unethical. It is unfair because the playing
field is now uneven, and developing nations will take longer to reach their developmental
goals. It is unethical because developing countries must acknowledge their role in
degrading the environment during their period of unsustainable development, and must
make reparation in some way, either through meaningful technology transfer, or by other
schemes such as debt-for-nature swaps. The SDGs differ from the MDGs in that they place
sustainability at the root of every activity. This will put additional pressure on FDI to also
follow sustainability models for each and every component of the investment activity, from
the products (and services) manufactured, the design and layout of factory complexes, the
machinery and resources used, the handling of waste and by-products, packaging,
marketing, transportation, as well as the treatment of human resources. While all this is
advantageous to the host nation, profitability will then become a serious concern to the
investor, who might look for other incentives to keep the investment profitable. As it
currently stands, investors make use of the lower standards with regard to human rights,
labour and the environment and exploit these to make more profits.?7

Conclusion

The SDGs represent global commitment towards reaching laudable goals, which have at
their core, the respect for basic human well-being and values. Taken at their best, they
represent the most sustainable means of achieving the stated goals. At their worst, they
could be a means of slowing down the rate of development of countries desperately trying to
make it to the top. Where Sri Lanka is concerned, the inclusion of SGDs inta FDI should be
regarded as a welcome move, due to the fact that the link between FDI and poverty
alleviation can only be made if sustainability concerns are incorporated into the conduct of

FDI.
However, as noted above, such concerns are inimical to the short-term goals of foreign

investors, and as such, will work only if all other developing country host nations also adopt
the same standards. If not, the race-to-the-bottom will prevent these issues from getting the

prominence they deserve.

87 For example, union activity is still heavily restricted in the export-processing zones, and this,
while being a curtailment of fundamental rights of workers, makes the operation cheaper for the
investor, who has effectively deprived the workers of the opportunity to bargain collectively,
Similarly, the difference in environmental emission standards makes it possible for investors to
bring in and use outdated machinery and technology, which cannot be used in other countries
where requirements are more stringent. The irony is that there is an actual cost, but it will

ultimately be borne by the host state, and not the investor.
12
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It must also be realised that achieving SDG targets should not be seen as an end, but as a
means toward achieving something more valuable — an equal society, where every member
is capable of leading a productive and happy life, free of any physical, mental or economic
suppression. It is perhaps naive to think that SDGs, on their own, will get us there. Rather,

a genuine political will, strategic planning and honest implementation are needed, if we are
to realize what are distant goals as yet.

13
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“Transforming our World”: The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development’

Preamble

This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen
universal peace in larger freedom. We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms
and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development.

All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, will implement this
plan. We are resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to
heal and secure our planet. We are determined to take the bold and transformative steps
which are urgently needed to shift the world on to a sustainable and resilient path. As we
embark on this collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind.

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets which we are announcing today
demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda. They seek to build on the
Millennium Development Goals and complete what they did not achieve. They seek to
realize the human rights of all and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls. They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of
sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.

The Goals and targets will stimulate action over the next 15 years in areas of critical
importance for humanity and the planet.

People

We are determined to end poverty and hunger, in all their forms and dimensions, and to
ensure that all human beings can fulfill their potential in dignity and equality and in a
healthy environment.

Planet

We are determined to protect the planet from degradation, including through sustainable
consumption and production, sustainably managing its natural resources and taking urgent
action on climate change, so that it can support the needs of the present and future

generations.

* United Nations {2015), Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for sustainable development,

General Assembly A/RES/70/1
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Prosperity

We are determined to ensure that all human beings can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling
lives and that economic, social and technological progress occurs in harmony with nature.

Peace

We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free from fear
and violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without
sustainable development.

Partnership

We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this Agenda through a
revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, based on a spirit of
strengthened global solidarity, focused in particular on the needs of the poorest and most
vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, all stakeholders and all people.

The inter-linkages and integrated nature of the Sustainable Development Goals are of
crucial importance in ensuring that the purpose of the new Agenda is realized. If we realize
our ambitions across the full extent of the Agenda, the lives of all will be profoundly
improved and our world will be transformed for the better.

Declaration

Introduction

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and High Representatives, meeting at United
Nations Headquarters in New York from 25 to 27 September 2015 as the Organization
celebrates its seventieth anniversary, have decided today on new global Sustainable
Development Goals.

2. On behalf of the peoples we serve, we have adopted a historic decision on a
comprehensive, far reaching and people centred set of universal and transformative Goals
and targets. We commit ourselves to working tirelessly for the full implementation of this
Agenda by 2030. We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development. We are committed to achieving sustainable
development in its three dimensions — economic, social and environmental — in a balanced
and integrated manner. We will also build upon the achievements of the Millennium
Development Goals and seek to address their unfinished business.
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3. We resolve, between now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to combat
inequalities within and among countries; to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies; to
protect human rights and promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and
girls; and to ensure the lasting protection of the planet and its natural resources. We
resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, inclusive and sustained economic growth,
shared prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account different levels of national
development and capacities.

4. As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind.
Recognizing that the dignity of the human person is fundamental, we wish to see the Goals
and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of society. And we will
endeavour to reach the furthest behind first.

5. This is an Agenda of unprecedented scope and significance. It is accepted by all countries
and is applicable to all, taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels
of development and respecting national policies and priorities. Theae are universal goals
and targets which involve the entire world, developed and developing countries alike. They
are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable
development.

6. The Goals and targets are the result of over two years of intensive public consultation
and engagement with civil society and other stakeholders arcund the world, which paid
particular attention to the voices of the poorest and most vulnerable. This consultation
included valuable work done by the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on
Sustainable Development Goals and by the United Nations, whose Secretary-General
provided a synthesis report in December 2014.

Our vision

7. In these Goals and targets, we are setting out a supremely ambitious and
transformational vision. We envisage a world free of poverty, hunger, disease and want,
where all life can thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence. A world with
universal literacy. A world with equitable and universal access to quality education at all
Jevels, to health care and social protection, where physical, mental and social well-being are
assured. A world where we reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe
drinking water and sanitation and where there is improved hygiene; and where food is
sufficient, safe, affordable and nutritious. A world where human habitats are safe, resilient
and sustainable and where there is universal access to affordable, reliable and sustainable

energy.

8. We envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule
of law, justice, equality and non-discrimination; of respect for race, ethnicity and cultural
diversity; and of equal opportunity permitting the full realization of human potential and
contributing to shared prosperity. A world which invests in its children and in which every
child grows up free from violence and exploitation. A world in which every woman and girl
enjoys full gender equality and all legal, social and economic barriers to their empowerment
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have been removed. A just, equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in which
the needs of the most vulnerable are met.

9. We envisage a world in which every country enjoys sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth and decent work for all. A world in which consumption and production
patterns and use of all natural resources — from air to land, from rivers, lakes and aquifers
to oceans and seas — are sustainable. One in which democracy, good governance and the
rule of law, as well as an enabling environment at the national and international levels, are
essential for sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth,
social development, environmental protection and the eradication of poverty and hunger.
One in which development and the application of technology are climate-sensitive, respect
biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity lives in harmony with nature and in
which wildlife and other living species are protected.

Our shared principles and commitments

10. The new Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, including full respect for international law. It is grounded in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, international human rights treaties, the Millennium
Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome. It is informed by other instruments such
as the Declaration on the Right to Development.

11. We reaffirm the outcomes of all major United Nations conferences and summits which
have laid a solid foundation for sustainable development and have helped to shape the new
Agenda. These include the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, the World Summit for Social Development, the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, the
Beijing Platform for Action and the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development. We also reaffirm the follow-up to these conferences, including the outcomes of
the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, the third
International Conference on Small Island Developing States, the second United Nations
Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries and the Third United Nations World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.

12. We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,
including, inter alia, the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out
in principle 7 thereof.

13. The challenges and commitments identified at these major conferences and summits are
interrelated and call for integrated solutions. To address them effectively, a new approach
is needed. Sustainable development recognizes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, combating inequality within and among countries, preserving the Planf’t*
creating sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and fostering social
inclusion are linked to each other and are interdependent.
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Our world today

14. We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to sustainable development. Billions of
our citizens continue to live in poverty and are denied a life of dignity. There are rising
inequalities within and among countries. There are enormous disparities of opportunity,
wealth and power. Gender inequality remains a key challenge. Unemployment, particularly
youth unemployment, is a major concern. Global health threats, more frequent and intense
natural disasters, spiraling conflict, violent extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian
crises and forced displacement of people threaten to reverse much of the development
progress made in recent decades. Natural resource depletion and adverse impacts of
environmental degradation, including desertification, drought, land degradation,
freshwater scarcity and loss of biodiversity, add to and exacerbate the list of challenges
which humanity faces. Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time and its
adverse impacts undermine the ability of all countries to achieve sustainable development.
Increases in global temperature, sea level rise, ocean acidification and other climate change
impacts are seriously affecting coastal areas and low lying coastal countries, including
many least developed countries and small island developing States. The survival of many
societies, and of the biological support systems of the planet, is at risk.

15. It is also, however, a time of immense opportunity. Significant progress has been made
in meeting many development challenges. Within the past generation, hundreds of millions
of people have emerged from extreme poverty. Access to education has greatly increased for
both boys and girls. The spread of information and communications technology and global
interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital
divide and to develop knowledge societies, as does scientific and technological innovation
across areas as diverse as medicine and energy.

16. Almost 15 years ago, the Millennium Development Goals were agreed. These provided
an important framework for development and significant progress has been made in a
number of areas. But the progress has been uneven, particularly in Africa, least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, and some of
the Millennium Development Goals remain off-track, in particular those related to
maternal, newborn and child health and to reproductive health. We recommit ourselves to
the full realization of all the Millennium Development Goals, including the off-track
Millennium Development Goals, in particular by providing focused and scaled-up
assistance to least developed countries and other countries in special situations, in line with
relevant support programmes. The new Agenda builds on the Millennium Development
Goals and seeks to complete what they did not achieve, particularly in reaching the most

vulnerable.

17. In its scope, however, the framework we are announcing today goes far beyond the
Millennium Development Goals. Alongside continuing development priorities such as
poverty eradication, health, education and food security and nutrition, it sets out a wide
range of economic, social and environmental objectives. It also promises more peaceful and
inclusive societies. It also, crucially, defines means of implementation. Reflecting the
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integrated approach that we have decided on, there are deep interconnections and many
cross-cutting elements across the new Goals and targets.

The new Agenda

18. We are announcing today 17 Sustainable Development Goals with 169 associated
targets which are integrated and indivisible. Never before have world leaders pledged
common action and endeavour across such a broad and universal policy agenda. We are
setting out together on the path towards sustainable development, devoting ourselves
collectively to the pursuit of global development and of “win-win” cooperation which can
bring huge gains to all countries and all parts of the world. We reaffirm that every State
has, and shall freely exercise, full permanent sovereignty over all its wealth, natural
resources and economic activity. We will implement the Agenda for the full benefit of all,
for today’s generation and for future generations. In doing so, we reaffirm our commitment
to international law and emphasize that the Agenda is to be implemented in a manner that
is consistent with the rights and obligations of States under international law.

19. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as
other international instruments relating to human rights and international law. We
emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter of the United
Nations, to respect, protect and promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,
without distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status,

20. Realizing gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls will make a crucial
contribution to progress across all the Goals and Targets. The achievement of full human
potential and of sustainable development is not possible if one half of humanity continues
to be denied its full human rights and opportunities. Women and girls must enjoy equal
access to quality education, economic resources and political participation as well as equal
opportunities with men and boys for employment, leadership and decision-making at all
levels. We will work for a significant increase in investments to close the gender gap and
strengthen support for institutions in relation to gender equality and the empowerment of
women at the global, regional and national levels. All forms of discrimination and violence
against women and girls will be eliminated, including through the engagement of men and
boys. The systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective in the implementation of the
Agenda is crucial.

21. The new Goals and targets will come into effect on 1 January 2016 and will guide the
decisions we take over the next 15 years. All of us will work to implement the Agenda
within our own countries and at the regional and global levels, taking into account different
national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and
priorities. We will respect national policy space for sustained, inclusive and sustainai?le
economic growth, in particular for developing States, while remaining consistent with
relevant international rules and commitments. We acknowledge also the importance Of_' t_he
regional and sub-regional dimensions, regional economic integration and interconnectivity
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in sustainable development. Regional and sub-regional frameworks can facilitate the
effective translation of sustainable development policies into concrete action at the national
level.

22. Each country faces specific challenges in its pursuit of sustainable development. The
most vulnerable countries and, in particular, African countries, least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, deserve special
attention, as do countries in situations of conflict and post-conflict countries. There are also
serious challenges within many middle-income countries.

23. People who are vulnerable must be empowered. Those whose needs are reflected in the
Agenda include all children, youth, persons with disabilities (of whom more than 80 per
cent live in poverty), people living with HIV/AIDS, older persons, indigenous peoples,
refugees and internally displaced persons and migrants. We resolve to take further effective
measures and actions, in conformity with international law, to remove obstacles and
constraints, strengthen support and meet the special needs of people living in areas affected
by complex humanitarian emergencies and in areas affected by terrorism.

24. We are committed to ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including by
eradicating extreme poverty by 2030. All people must enjoy a basic standard of living,
including through social protection systems. We are also determined to end hunger and to
achieve food security as a matter of priority and to end all forms of malnutrition. In this
regard, we reaffirm the important role and inclusive nature of the Committee on World
Food Security and welcome the Rome Declaration on Nutrition and the Framework for
Action. We will devote resources to developing rural areas and sustainable agriculture and
fisheries, supporting smallholder farmers, especially women farmers, herders and fishers in
developing countries, particularly least developed countries.

25. We commit to providing inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels — early
childhood, primary, secondary, tertiary, technical and vocational training. All people,
irrespective of sex, age, race or ethnicity, and persons with disabilities, migrants,
indigenous peoples, children and youth, especially those in vulnerable situations, should
have access to life-long learning opportunities that help them to acquire the knowledge and
skills needed to exploit opportunities and to participate fully in society. We will strive to
provide children and youth with a nurturing environment for the full realization of their
rights and capabilities, helping our countries to reap the demographic dividend, including
through safe schools and cohesive communities and families.

26. To promote physical and mental health and well-being, and to extend life expectancy for
all, we must achieve universal health coverage and access to quality health care. No one
must be left behind. We commit to accelerating the progress made to date in reducing
newborn, child and maternal mortality by ending all such preventable deaths before 2030.
We are committed to ensuring universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care
services, including for family planning, information and education. We will equally
accelerate the pace of progress made in fighting malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis,
Ebola and other communicable diseases and epidemics, including by addressing growing
anti-microbial resistance and the problem of unattended diseases affecting developing
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countries. We are committed to the prevention and treatment of non-communicable

diseases, including behavioural, developmental and neurological disorders, which constitute
a major challenge for sustainable development.

27. We will seek to build strong economic foundations for all our countries. Sustained,
inclusive and sustainable economic growth is essential for prosperity. This will only be
poseible if wealth is shared and income inequality is addressed. We will work to build
dynamic, sustainable, innovative and people-centred economies, promoting youth
employment and women’s economic empowerment, in particular, and decent work for all.
We will eradicate forced labour and human trafficking and end child labour in all its forms.
All countries stand to benefit from having a healthy and well-educated workforce with the
knowledge and skills needed for productive and fulfilling work and full participation in
society. We will strengthen the productive capacities of least developed countries in all
sectors, including through structural transformation. We will adopt policies which increase
productive capacities, productivity and productive employment; financial inclusion;
sustainable agriculture, pastoralist and fisheries development; sustainable industrial
development; universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy
services; sustainable transport systems; and quality and resilient infrastructure.

28. We commit to making fundamental changes in the way that our societies produce and
consume goods and services. Governments, international organizations, the business sector
and other non-State actors and individuals must contribute to changing unsustainable
consumption and production patterns, including through the mobilization, from all sources,
of financial and technical assistance to strengthen developing countries’ scientific,
technological and innovative capacities to move towards more sustainable patterns of
consumption and production. We encourage the implementation of the 10 Year Framework
of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns. All countries take

action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the development and
capabilities of developing countries.

29. We recognize the positive contribution of migrants for inclusive growth and sustainable
development. We also recognize that international migration is a multidimensional reality
of major relevance for the development of countries of origin, transit and destination, which
requires coherent and comprehensive responses. We will cooperate internationally to
ensure safe, orderly and regular migration involving full respect for human rights and the
humane treatment of migrants regardless of migration status, of refugees and of displaced
persons. Such cooperation should also strengthen the resilience of communities hosting
refugees, particularly in developing countries. We underline the right of migrants to return

to their country of citizenship, and recall that States must ensure that their returning
nationals are duly received.

30. States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any unilateral
economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance with international law and the

Charter of the United Nations that impede the full achievement of economic and social
development, particularly in developing countries.
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31. We acknowledge that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is
the primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to
climate change. We are determined to address decisively the threat posed by climate
change and environmental degradation. The global nature of climate change calls for the
widest possible international cooperation aimed at accelerating the reduction of global
greenhouse gas emissions and addressing adaptation to the adverse impacts of climate
change. We note with grave concern the significant gap between the aggregate effect of
parties’ mitigation pledges in terms of global annual emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020
and aggregate emission pathways consistent with having a likely chance of holding the
increase in global average temperature below 2 degrees Celsius or 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels.

32. Looking ahead to the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties in Paris, we
underscore the commitment of all States to work for an ambitious and universal climate
agreement. We reaffirm that the protocol, another legal instrument or agreed outcome with
legal force under the Convention applicable to all parties shall address in a balanced
manner, inter alia, mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology development and transfer
and capacity-building; and transparency of action and support.

33. We recognize that social and economic development depends on the sustainable
management of our planet's natural resources. We are therefore determined to conserve
and sustainably use oceans and seas, freshwater resources, as well as forests, mountains
and dry lands and to protect biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife. We are also determined
to promote sustainable tourism, to tackle water scarcity and water pollution, to strengthen
cooperation on desertification, dust storms, land degradation and drought and to promote
resilience and disaster risk reduction. In this regard, we look forward to the thirteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to be
held in Mexico.

34. We recognize that sustainable urban development and management are crucial to the
quality of life of our people. We will work with local authorities and communities to renew
and plan our cities and human settlements so as to foster community cohesion and personal
security and to stimulate innovation and employment. We will reduce the negative impacts
of urban activities and of chemicals which are hazardous for human health and the
environment, including through the environmentally sound management and safe use of
chemicals, the reduction and recycling of waste and the more efficient use of water and
energy. And we will work to minimize the impact of cities on the global climate system. We
will also take account of population trends and projections in our national rural and urban
development strategies and policies. We look forward to the upcoming United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development to be held in Quito.

35. Sustainable development cannot be realized without peace and security; and peace and
security will be at risk without sustainable development. The new Agenda recognizes the
need to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies that provide equal access to justice and
that are based on respect for human rights (including the right to development), on effective
rule of law and good governance at all levels and on transparent, effective and accountable
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institutions. Factors which give rise to violence, insecurity and injustice, such as inequality,
corruption, poor governance and illicit financial and arms flows, are addressed in the
Agenda. We must redouble our efforts to resolve or prevent conflict and to support post-
conflict countries, including through ensuring that women have a role in peace-building and
State-building. We call for further effective measures and actions to be taken, in conformity
with international law, to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right of self-
determination of peoples living under colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to
adversely affect their economic and social development as well as their environment.

36. We pledge to foster intercultural understanding, tolerance, mutual respect and an ethic
of global citizenship and shared responsibility. We acknowledge the natural and cultural

diversity of the world and recognize that all cultures and civilizations can contribute to, and
are crucial enablers of, sustainable development.

37. Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable development. We recognize the
growing contribution of sport to the realization of development and peace in its promotion
of tolerance and respect and the contributions it makes to the empowerment of women and

of young people, individuals and communities as well as to health, education and social
inclusion objectives.

38. We reaffirm, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the need to respect
the territorial integrity and political independence of States.

Means of implemeéntation

39. The scale and ambition of the new Agenda requires a revitalized Global Partnership to
ensure its implementation. We fully commit to this. This Partnership will work in a spirit
of global solidarity, in particular solidarity with the poorest and with people in vulnerable
situations. It will facilitate an intensive global engagement in support of implementation of
all the Goals and Targets, bringing together Governments, the private sector, civil society,
the United Nations system and other actors and mobilizing all available resources.

40. The means of implementation targets under Goal 17 and under each Sustainable
Development Goal are key to realizing our Agenda and are of equal importance with the
other Goals and targets. The Agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals, can be
met within the framework of a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development,
supported by the concrete policies and actions as outlined in the outcome document of the
third International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Addis Ababa from 13
to 16 July 2015. We welcome the endorsement by the General Assembly of the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
We recognize that the full implementation of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda is eritical for
the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals and targets.

41. We recognize that each country has primary responsibility for its own economi; anc;
social development. The new Agenda deals with the means required fo.r.lml?lementamon.ol
the Goals and Targets. We recognize that these will include the mobilization of financia
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resources as well as capacity-building and the transfer of environmentally sound
technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms, as mutually agreed. Public finance, both domestic and international,
will play a vital role in providing essential services and public goods and in catalysing other
sources of finance. We acknowledge the role of the diverse private sector, ranging from
micro-enterprises to cooperatives to multinationals, and that of civil society organizations
and philanthropic organizations in the implementation of the new Agenda.

42. We support the implementation of relevant strategies and programmes of action,
including the Istanbul Declaration and Programme of Action, the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway and the Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, and reaffirm the importance of
supporting the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development, all of which are integral to the new Agenda. We recognize the
major challenge to the achievement of durable peace and sustainable development in
countries in conflict and post-conflict situations.

43. We emphasize that international public finance plays an important role in
complementing the efforts of countries to mabilize public resources domestically, especially
in the poorest and most vulnerable countries with limited domestic resources. An important
use of international public finance, including official development assistance (ODA), is to
catalyse additional resource mobilization from other sources, public and private. ODA
providers reaffirm their respective commitments, including the commitment by many
developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official
development assistance (ODA/GNI) to developing countries and 0.15 per cent to 0.2 per cent
of ODA/GNI to least developed countries.

44. We acknowledge the importance for international financial institutions to support, in
line with their mandates, the policy space of each country, in particular developing
countries. We recommit to broadening and strengthening the voice and participation of
developing countries — including African countries, least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries, small island developing States and middle-income countries — in
international economic decision-making, norm-setting and global economic governance.

45. We acknowledge also the essential role of national parliaments through their enactment
of legislation and adoption of budgets and their role in ensuring accountability for the
effective implementation of our commitments. Governments and public institutions will
also work closely on implementation with regional and local authorities, sub-regional
institutions, international institutions, academia, philanthropic organizations, volunteer

groups and others.

46. We underline the important role and comparative advantage of an adequately
resourced, relevant, coherent, efficient and effective United Nations system in supporting
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and sustainable development.
While stressing the importance of strengthened national ownership and leadership at the
country level, we express our support for the ongoing dialogue in the Economic and Social
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Council on the longer-term positioning of the United Nations development system in the
context of this Agenda.

Follow up and review

47. Our Governments have the primary responsibility for follow-up and review, at the
national, regional and global levels, in relation to the progress made in implementing the
Goals and targets over the coming 15 years. To support accountability to our citizens, we
will provide for systematic follow-up and review at the various levels, as set out in this
Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. The high-level political forum under the
auspices of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council will have the
central role in overseeing follow-up and review at the global level.

48. Indicators are being developed to assist this work. Quality, accessible, timely and
reliable disaggregated data will be needed to help with the measurement of progress and to
ensure that no one is left behind. Such data is key to decision-making. Data and
information from existing reporting mechanisms should be used where possible. We agree
to intensify our efforts to strengthen statistical capacities in developing countries,
particularly African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries,
small island developing States and middle-income countries. We are committed to
developing broader measures of progress to complement gross domestic product.

A call for action to change our world

49. Seventy years ago, an earlier generation of world leaders came together to create the
United Nations. From the ashes of war and division they fashioned this Organization and
the values of peace, dialogue and international cooperation which underpin it. The supreme
embodiment of those values is the Charter of the United Nations.

50. Today we are also taking a decision of great historic significance. We resolve to build a
better future for all people, including the millions who have been denied the chance to lead
decent, dignified and rewarding lives and to achieve their full human potential. We can be
the first generation to succeed in ending poverty; just as we may be the last to have a
chance of saving the planet. The world will be a better place in 2030 if we succeed in our
objectives.

51. What we are announcing today — an Agenda for global action for the next 15 years — is
a charter for people and planet in the twenty-first century. Children and young women and
men are critical agents of change and will find in the new Goals a platform to channel their
infinite capacities for activism into the creation of a better world.

52. “We the peoples” are the celebrated opening words of the Charter of the United Nation_s.
It is “we the peoples” who are embarking today on the road to 2030. Our journey will
involve Governments as well as parliaments, the United Nations system and other
international institutions, local authorities, indigenous peoples, civil society, business and
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the private sector, the scientific and academic community — and all people. Millions have
already engaged with, and will own, this Agenda. It is an Agenda of the people, by the
people and for the people — and this, we believe, will ensure its success.

53. The future of humanity and of our planet lies in our hands. It lies also in the hands of
today’s younger generation who will pass the torch to future generations. We have mapped
the road to sustainable development; it will be for all of us to ensure that the journey is
successful and its gains irreversible.

Sustainable Development Goals and targets

54. Following an inclusive process of intergovernmental negotiations, and based on the
proposal of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals,! which includes a
chapeau contextualizing the latter, set out below are the Goals and targets which we have
agreed.

55. The Sustainable Development Goals and targets are integrated and indivisible, global
in nature and universally applicable, taking into account different national realities,
capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities. Targets
are defined as aspirational and global, with each Government setting its own national
targets guided by the global level of ambition but taking into account national
circumstances. Each Government will also decide how these aspirational and global targets
should be incorporated into national planning processes, policies and strategies. It is
important to recognize the link between sustainable development and other relevant
ongoing processes in the economic, social and environmental fields,

56. In deciding upon these Goals and targets, we recognize that each country faces specific
challenges to achieve sustainable development, and we underscore the special challenges
facing the most vulnerable countries and, in particular, African countries, least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, as well as
the specific challenges facing the middle:income countries. Countries in situations of
conflict also need special attention.

57. We recognize that baseline data for several of the targets remains unavailable, and we
call for increased support for strengthening data collection and capacity-building in
Member States, to develop national and global baselines where they do not yet exist. We
commit to addressing this gap in data collection so as to better inform the measurement of
progress, in particular for those targets below which do not have clear numerical targets.

58. We encourage ongoing efforts by States in other forums to address key issues which
pose potential challenges to the implementation of our Agenda, and we respect the
independent mandates of those processes. We intend that the Agenda and its

1 Contained in the report of the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable

Development Goals (A/68/970 and Corr.1; see also A/68/970/Add.1 and 2).
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implementation would support, and be without prejudice to, those other processes and the
decisions taken therein.

59. We recognize that there are different approaches, visions, models and tools available to
each country, in accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, to achieve
sustainable development; and we reaffirm that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our

common home and that “Mother Earth” is a common expression in a number of countries
and regions.
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Suatainable Development Goals
Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote wellJbeing for all at all ages

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

Goal 11. Make _cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all

levels

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership
for Sustainable Development

* Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the
primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate

change.
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Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as
people living on less than $1.25 a day

1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages
living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions

1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all,
including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the
vulnerable

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable,
have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership
and control over land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources,
appropriate new technology and financial services, including microfinance

1.5 By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce
their exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic,
social and environmental shocks and disasters

1.a Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including through
enhanced development cooperation, in order to provide adequate and predictable means
for developing countries, in particular least developed countries, to implement
programmes and policies to end poverty in all its dimensions

1.b Create sound policy frameworks at the national, regional and international levels, based
on pro-poor and gender-sensitive development strategies, to support accelerated
investment in poverty eradication actions

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people
in vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year
round

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally
agreed targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the
nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons

2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food piroducell'S,
in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including
through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, knowledge,
financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment

jient

2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement rESﬂtain

agricultural practices that increase productivity and production, that help main
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ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather,
drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality

2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and
domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly managed
and diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and
promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of
genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed

2.a Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural
infrastructure, agricultural research and extension services, technology development and
plant and livestock gene banks in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in
developing countries, in particular least developed countries

2.b Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets,
including through the parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural export subsidies and
all export measures with equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha
Development Round

2.c Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their
derivatives and facilitate timely access to market information, including on food reserves, in
order to help limit extreme food price volatility

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

3.1 By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live
births

3.2 By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all
countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births
and underd5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births

3.3 By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical
diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases

3.4 By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases
through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and well-being

3.5 Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug
abuse and harmful use of alcohol

3.6 By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents

3.7 By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services,
including for family planning, information and education, and the integration of
reproductive health into national strategies and programmes
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3.8 Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality

essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential
medicines and vaccines for all

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous
chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination

3.a Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization Framework
Convention on Tobaceo Control in all countries, as appropriate

3.b Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines for the communicable
and non-communicable diseases that primarily affect developing countries, provide access
to affordable essential medicines and vaccines, in accordance with the Doha Declaration on
the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, which affirms the right of developing countries to
use to the full the provisions in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual

Property Rights regarding flexibilities to protect public health, and, in particular, provide
access to medicines for all

3.c Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and
retention of the health workforce in developing countries, especially in least developed
countries and small island developing States

3.d Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early
warning, risk reduction and management of national and global health risks

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable gquality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and
secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood
development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical,
vocational and tertiary education, including university

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have_ relevant
skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and
entrepreneurship

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access t(? all‘l?\fels
of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and
women, achieve literacy and numeracy
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4.7 tBy 2830, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to —
Zus z;ma le developmen.t, including, among others, through education for sustainable
evelopment and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a

culture of pea,ce and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity
and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.a Builq and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive
and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all

4.b By ' 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to
developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States
'and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and
information and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific
programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries

f!.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through
international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least
developed countries and small island developing States

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
5.1 End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere

5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private
spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation

5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female
genital mutilation

5.4 Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public
services, infrastructure and social protection policies and the promotion of shared
responsibility within the household and the family as nationally appropriate

5.5 Ensure women's full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership
at all levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life 5.6 Ensure universal
access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance
with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome documents of their

review conferences

5.a Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access
to ownership and control over land and other forms of property, financial services

; . : ;
inheritance and natural resources, in accordance with national laws

5.b Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications
technology, to promote the empowerment of women
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5.c Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water
for all

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and

end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in
vulnerable situations

6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of
untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally

6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and
substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity

6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including
through transboundary cooperation as appropriate

6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests,
wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes

6.a By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing
countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water

harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse
technologies

6.b Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and
sanitation management

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services
7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix
7.3 By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency

7.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean enexrgy research
and technology, including renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner

fossil fuel technology, and promote investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy
technology
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7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and
sustainable energy services for all in developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in
accordance with their respective programmes of support

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

8.1 Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances and, in
particular, at least 7 per cent gross domestic product growth per annum in the least
developed countries

8.2 Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological
upgrading and innovation, including through a focus on high-value added and labour-
intensive sectors

8.3 Promote development oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job
creation, entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and
growth of micro, small and medium sized enterprises, including through access to financial
services

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption and
production and endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, in
accordance with the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production, with developed countries taking the lead

8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and
men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of
equal value

8.6 By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or
training
8.7 Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery

and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of
child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour

in all its forms

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all
workers, including migrant workers, in particular women migrants, and those in precarious

employment

8.9 By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs
and promotes local culture and products

8.10 Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and expand
access to banking, insurance and financial services for all
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8.a Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, including through the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade related
Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries

8b By 2020, develop and operationalise a global strategy for youth employment and
implement the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization
and foster innovation

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional
and transborder infrastructure, to support economic development and human well being,
with a focus on affordable and equitable access for all

9.2 Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and, by 2030, significantly raise
industry’s share of employment and gross domestic product, in line with national
circumstances, and double its share in least developed countries

9.3 Increase the access of small scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in
developing countries, to financial services, including affordable credit, and their integration
into value chains and markets

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them sustainable, with
increased resource use efficiency and greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound
technologies and industrial processes, with all countries taking action in accordance with
their respective capabilities

9.5 Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial sectors
in all countries, in particular developing countries, including, by 2030, encouraging
innovation and substantially increasing the number of research and development workers
per 1 million people and public and private research and development spending

9.a Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries
through enhanced financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States

9.b Support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developi'ng
countries, including by ensuring a conducive policy environment for, inter alia, industrial
diversification and value addition to commodities

9.c Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive

to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by
2020
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Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

10.1 By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of
the population at a rate higher than the national average

10.2 By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all,
irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other
status

10.3 Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating
discriminatory laws, policies and practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies
and action in this regard

10.4 Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and progressively
achieve greater equality

10.5 Improve the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets and institutions
and strengthen the implementation of such regulations

10.6 Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision making
in global international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective,
credible, accountable and legitimate institutions

10.7 Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people,
including through the implementation of planned and well managed migration policies

10.a Implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing countries,
in particular least developed countries, in accordance with World Trade Organization
agreements

10.b Encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including foreign direct
investment, to States where the need is greatest, in particular least developed countries,
African countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in
accordance with their national plans and programmes

10.c By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances
and eliminate remittance corridors with costs higher than 5 per cent

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic
services and upgrade slums
11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport

systems for all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special
attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with

disabilities and older persons
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11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for

participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in
all countries

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected
and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic

product caused by disasters, including water related disasters, with a focus on protecting
the poor and people in vulnerable situations

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by
paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public
spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities

11.a Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peridurban
and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning

11.b By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting
and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency,
mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and
implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015J2030,
holistic disaster risk management at all levels

11.c Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical
assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local materials

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

12.1 Implement the 10JYear Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production Patterns, all countries taking action, with developed countries taking the lead,
taking into account the development and capabilities of developing countries 12.2 By 2030,
achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and
reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses 12.4
By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all wastes
throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and
significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in order to minimize their adverse
impacts on human health and the environment

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction,
recycling and reuse

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt
sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle
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12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with
national policies and priorities

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness
for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature

12.a Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity
to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption and production

12b Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for
sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products

12.c Rationalize inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption by
removing market distortions, in accordance with national circumstances, including by
restructuring taxation and phasing out those harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect
their environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific needs and conditions of
developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development in
a manner that protects the poor and the affected communities

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts?

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate related hazards and natural
disasters in all countries

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning

13.3 Improve education, awareness raising and human and institutional capacity on
climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by developed country parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100
billion annually by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries in the
context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully
operationalise the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change related planning
and management in least developed countries and small island developing States, including
focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular
from land based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution

2 Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary
international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change.
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14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid
significant adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for
their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced
scientific cooperation at all levels

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement science based
management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to

levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological
characteristics

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with
national and international law and based on the best available scientific information

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity
and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and
effective special and differential treatment for developing and least developed countries

should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies
negotiation32

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing States and least
developed countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through
sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine
technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria
and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve ocean health and
to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing
countries, in particular small island developing States and least developed countries

14.b Provide access for small scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by
implementing international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of
oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”

3 Taking into account ongoing World Trade Organization negotiations, the Doha Development

Agenda and the Hong Kong ministerial mandate. 30
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Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and
inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains
and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of
forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation
and reforestation globally

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected
by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation neutral
world

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity,
in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable
development

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt
the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened
species

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of
genetic resources and promote appropriate access to such resources, as internationally
agreed

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and
fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the
impact of invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate the
priority species

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning,
development processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts

15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and
sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems

15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable
forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance
such management, including for conservation and reforestation

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected
species, including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable

livelihood opportunities
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Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide

access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels

16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of
children

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal
access to justice for all

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery
and return of stolen assets and combat all forms of organized crime

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms
16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision making at all
levels

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of
global governance

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance
with national legislation and international agreements

16.a Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation,
for building capacity at all levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent violence
and combat terrorism and crime

16.b Promote and enforce non discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development

Finance
17.1 Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to

developing countries, to improve domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection

17.2 Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance
commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries to achieve the target
of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official development assistance (ODAIGNT)' t(?
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries
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ODA providers are encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent
of ODA/GNI to least developed countries

17.3 Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources

17.4 Assist developing countries in attaining long term debt sustainability through
coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as
appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce debt
distress

17.5 Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries

Technology

17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international
cooperation on and access to science, technology and innovation and enhance knowledge
sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through improved coordination among
existing mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a global
technology facilitation mechanism

17.7 Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally
sound technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessiona.
and preferential terms, as mutually agreed

17.8 Fully operationalise the technology bank and science, technology and innovation
capacity building mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use of
enabling technology, in particular information and communications technology

Capacity building

17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity
building in developing countries to support national plans to implement all the Sustainable
Development Goals, including through North-South, South-South and triangular

cooperation

Trade

17.10 Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable
multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization, including through the
conclusion of negotiations under its Doha Development Agenda

17.11 Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a view to
doubling the least developed countries’ share of global exports by 2020

17.12 Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market access on a lasting
basis for all least developed countries, consistent with World Trade Organization decisions,
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including by ensuring that preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from least

developed countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating market
access

Systemic issues

Policy and institutional coherence

f

17.13 Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and
policy coherence

17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development

17.15 Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement
policies for poverty eradication and sustainable development

Multi-stakeholder partnerships

17.16 Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, complemented by
multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology
and financial resources, to support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
in all countries, in particular developing countries

17.17 Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships,
building on the experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships

Data, monitoring and accountability

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for
least developed countries and small island developing States, to increase significantly the
availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age,
race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics
relevant in national contexts

17.19 By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on
sustainable development that complement gross domestic product, and support statistical
Capacity-building in developing countries

Means of implementation and the Global Partnership

60. We reaffirm our strong commitment to the full implementation of this new Agenda. We
recognize that we will not be able to achieve our ambitious Goals and targets without a
revitalized and enhanced Global Partnership and comparably ambitious means of
implementation. The revitalized Global Partnership will facilitate an intensive global
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engagement in support of implementation of all the Goals and targets, bringing together
Governments, civil society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors
and mobilizing all available resources.

61. The Agenda’s Goals and targets deal with the means required to realize our collective
ambitions. The means of implementation targets under each Sustainable Development Goal
and Goal 17, which are referred to above, are key to realizing our Agenda and are of equal
importance with the other Goals and targets. We shall accord them equal priority in our
implementation efforts and in the global indicator framework for monitoring our progress.

62. This Agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals, can be met within the
framework of a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, supported by
the concrete policies and actions outlined in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda,! which is an
integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Addis Ababa Action
Agenda supports, complements and helps to contextualize the 2030 Agenda’s means of
implementation targets. It relates to domestic public resources, domestic and international
private business and finance, international development cooperation, international trade as
an engine for development, debt and debt sustainability, addressing systemic issues and
science, technology, innovation and capacity-building, and data, monitoring and follow-up.

63. Cohesive nationally owned sustainable development strategies, supported by integrated
national financing frameworks, will be at the heart of our efforts. We reiterate that each
country has primary responsibility for its own economic and social development and that
the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized. We will
respect each country's policy space and leadership to implement policies for poverty
eradication and sustainable development, while remaining consistent with relevant
international rules and commitments. At the same time, national development efforts need
to be supported by an enabling international economic environment, including coherent and
mutually supporting world trade, monetary and financial systems, and strengthened and
enhanced global economic governance. Processes to develop and facilitate the availability of
appropriate knowledge and technologies globally, as well as capacity-building, are also
critical.

We commit to pursuing policy coherence and an enabling environment for sustainable
development at all levels and by all actors, and to reinvigorating the Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development.

64. We support the implementation of relevant strategies and programmes of action,
including the Istanbul Declaration and Programme of Action, the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway and the Vienna Programme of Action for
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, and reaffirm the importance of
supporting the African Union's Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development, all of which are integral to the new Agenda. We recognize the

1 The Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda), adopted by the General Assembly on 27 July 2015
(resolution 69/313).
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major challenge to the achievement of durable peace and sustainable development in
countries in conflict and post-conflict situations.

65. We recognize that middle-income countries still face significant challenges to achieve
sustainable development. In order to ensure that achievements made to date are sustained,
efforts to address ongoing challenges should be strengthened through the exchange of
experiences, improved coordination, and better and focused support of the United Nations

development system, the international financial institutions, regional organizations and
other stakeholders.

66. We underscore that, for all countries, public policies and the mobilization and effective
use of domestic resources, underscored by the principle of national ownership, are central to
our common pursuit of sustainable development, including achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals. We recognize that domestic resources are first and foremost generated
by economic growth, supported by an enabling environment at all levels.

67. Private business activity, investment and innovation are major drivers of productivity,
inclusive economic growth and job creation. We acknowledge the diversity of the private
sector, ranging from micro-enterprises to cooperatives to multinationals. We call upon all
businesses to apply their creativity and innovation to solving sustainable development
challenges. We will foster a dynamic and well-functioning business sector, while protecting
labour rights and environmental and health standards in accordance with relevant
international standards and agreements and other ongoing initiatives in this regard, such
as the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and the labour standards of the
International Labour Organization, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and key
multilateral environmental agreements, for parties to those agreements.

68. International trade is an engine for inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction,
and contributes to the promotion of sustainable development. We will continue to promote a
universal, rules-based, open, transparent, predictable, inclusive, non-discriminatory and
equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization, as well as
meaningful trade liberalization. We call upon all members of the World Trade Organization
to redouble their efforts to promptly conclude the negotiations on the Doha Development
Agenda. We attach great importance to providing trade-related capacity-building for
developing countries, including African countries, least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries, small island developing States and middle-income countries,
including for the promotion of regional economic integration and interconnectivity.

69. We recognize the need to assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt
sustainability through coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief,
debt restructuring and sound debt management, as appropriate. Many countries remain
vulnerable to debt crises and some are in the midst of crises, including a number of least
developed countries, small island developing States and some developed countries. We
reiterate that debtors and creditors must work together to prevent and resolve
unsustainable debt situations. Maintaining sustainable debt levels is the responsibility of
the borrowing countries; however we acknowledge that lenders also have a responsibility to

lend in a way that does not undermine a country’s debt sustainability. We will support the
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maintenance of debt sustainability of those countries that have received debt relief and
achieved sustainable debt levels.

70. We hereby launch a Technology Facilitation Mechanism which was established by the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda in order to support the Sustainable Development Goals. The
Technology Facilitation Mechanism will be based on a multi-stakeholder collaboration
between Member States, civil society, the private sector, the scientific community, United
Nations entities and other stakeholders and will be composed of a United Nations inter-
agency task team on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development
Goals, a collaborative multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for
the Sustainable Development Goals and an online platform.

The United Nations inter-agency task team on science, technology and innovation
for the Sustainable Development Goals will promote coordination, coherence and
cooperation within the United Nations system on science, technology and
innovation-related matters, enhancing synergy and efficiency, in particular to
enhance capacity-building initiatives. The task team will draw on existing resources
and will work with 10 representatives from civil society, the private sector and the
scientific community to prepare the meetings of the multi-stakeholder forum on
science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals, as well
as in the development and operationalization of the online platform, including
preparing proposals for the modalities for the forum and the online platform. The 10
representatives will be appointed by the Secretary-General, for periods of two years.
The task team will be open to the participation of all United Nations agencies, funds
and programmes and the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council
and it will initially be composed of the entities that currently integrate the informal
working group on technology facilitation, namely, the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs of the Secretariat, the United Nations Environment Programme, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, the International Telecommunication Union, the World
Intellectual Property Organization and the World Bank.

The online platform will be used to establish a comprehensive mapping of, and serve
as a gateway for, information on existing science, technology and innovation
initiatives, mechanisms and programmes, within and beyond the United Nations.
The online platform will facilitate access to information, knowledge and experience,
as well as best practices and lessons learned, on science, technology and innovation
facilitation initiatives and policies. The online platform will also facilitate the
dissemination of relevant open access scientific publications generated worldwide.
The online platform will be developed on the basis of an independent technical
assessment which will take into account best practices and lessons learned from
other initiatives, within and beyond the United Nations, in order to ensure that it
will complement, facilitate access to and provide adequate information on existing
science, technology and innovation platforms, avoiding duplications and enhancing

synergies.
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* The multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the

Sustainable Development Goals will be convened once a year, for a period of two
days, to discuss science, technology and innovation cooperation around thematic
areas for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, congregating
all relevant stakeholders to actively contribute in their area of expertise. The forum
will provide a venue for facilitating interaction, matchmaking and the establishment
of networks between relevant stakeholders and multi-stakeholder partnerships in
order to identify and examine technology needs and gaps, including on scientific
cooperation, innovation and capacity-building, and also in order to help to facilitate
development, transfer and dissemination of relevant technologies for the
Sustainable Development Goals. The meetings of the forum will be convened by the
President of the Economic and Social Council before the meeting of the high-level
political forum under the auspices of the Council or, alternatively, in conjunction
with other forums or conferences, as appropriate, taking into account the theme to
be considered and on the basis of a collaboration with the organizers of the other
forums or conferences. The meetings of the forum will be co-chaired by two Member
States and will result in a summary of discussions elaborated by the two co-Chairs,
as an input to the meetings of the high-level political forum, in the context of the
follow-up and review of the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda.

* The meetings of the high-level political forum will be informed by the summary of
the multi-stakeholder forum. The themes for the subsequent multi-stakeholder
forum on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals
will be considered by the high-level political forum on sustainable development,
taking into account expert inputs from the task team.

71. We reiterate that this Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals and targets,
including the means of implementation, are universal, indivisible and interlinked.

Follow-up and review

72. We commit to engaging in systematic follow-up and review of the implementation of this
Agenda over the next 15 years. A robust, voluntary, effective, participatory, transparent
and integrated follow-up and review framework will make a vital contribution to
implementation and will help countries to maximize and track progress in implementing
this Agenda in order to ensure that no one is left behind.

73. Operating at the national, regional and global levels, it will promote accountability to
our citizens, support effective international cooperation in achieving this Agenda and foster
exchanges of best practices and mutual learning. It will mobilize support to overcome
shared challenges and identify new and emerging issues. As this is a universal Agenda,
mutual trust and understanding among all nations will be important.

74. Follow-up and review processes at all levels will be guided by the following principles:
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(a) They will be voluntary and country-led, will take into account different national
" realities, capacities and levels of development and will respect policy space and
priorities. As national ownership is key to achieving sustainable development, the
outcome from national-level processes will be the foundation for reviews at the
regional and global levels, given that the global review will be primarily based on
national official data sources.

(b) They will track progress in implementing the universal Goals and targets,
including the means of implementation, in all countries in a manner which respects
their universal, integrated and interrelated nature and the three dimensions of
sustainable development.

(c) They will maintain a longer-term orientation, identify achievements, challenges,
gaps and critical success factors and support countries in making informed policy
choices. They will help to mobilize the necessary means of implementation and
partnerships, support the identification of solutions and best practices and promote
the coordination and effectiveness of the international development system.

(d) They will be open, inclusive, participatory and transparent for all people and will
support reporting by all relevant stakeholders. (e) They will be people-centred,
gender-sensitive, respect human rights and have a particular focus on the poorest,
most vulnerable and those furthest behind.

(f They will build on existing platforms and processes, where these exist, avoid
duplication and respond to national circumstances, capacities, needs and priorities.
They will evolve over time, taking into account emerging issues and the development
of new methodologies, and will minimize the reporting burden on national
administrations.

(g) They will be rigorous and based on evidence, informed by country-led evaluations
and data which is high-quality, accessible, timely, reliable and disaggregated by
income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migration status, disability and geographic location
and other characteristics relevant in national contexts.

(h) They will require enhanced capacity-building support for developing countries,
including the strengthening of national data systems and evaluation programmes,
particularly in African countries, least developed countries, small island developing
States, landlocked developing countries and middle-income countries.

(1) They will benefit from the active support of the United Nations system and other
multilateral institutions.

75. The Goals and targets will be followed up and reviewed using a set of global indicators.
These will be complemented by indicators at the regional and national levels which will be
developed by Member States, in addition to the outcomes of work undertaken for the
development of the baselines for those targets where national and global baseline data does
not yet exist. The global indicator framework, to be developed by the Inter-Agency and
Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators, will be agreed by the Statistical
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Commission by March 2016 and adopted thereafter by the Economic and Social Council and
the General Assembly, in line with existing mandates. This framework will be simple yet
robust, address all Sustainable Development Goals and targets, including for means of

implementation, and preserve the political balance, integration and ambition contained
therein.

76. We will support developing countries, particularly African countries, least developed
countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in
strengthening the capacity of national statistical offices and data systems to ensure access
to high-quality, timely, reliable and disaggregated data. We will promote transparent and
accountable scaling-up of appropriate public-private cooperation to exploit the contribution
to be made by a wide range of data, including earth observation and geospatial information,
while ensuring national ownership in supporting and tracking progress.

77. We commit to fully engage in conducting regular and inclusive reviews of progress at
the subnational, national, regional and global levels. We will draw as far as possible on the
existing network of follow-up and review institutions and mechanisms. National reports
will allow assessments of progress and identify challenges at the regional and global level.
Along with regional dialogues and global reviews, they will inform recommendations for
follow-up at various levels.

National level

78. We encourage all Member States to develop as soon as practicable ambitious national
responses to the overall implementation of this Agenda. These can support the transition to
the Sustainable Development Goals and build on existing planning instruments, such as
national development and sustainable development strategies, as appropriate.

79. We also encourage Member States to conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress
at the national and subnational levels which are country-led and country-driven. Such
reviews should draw on contributions from indigenous peoples, civil society, the private
sector and other stakeholders, in line with national circumstances, policies and priorities.
National parliaments as well as other institutions can also support these processes.

Regional level

80. Follow-up and review at the regional and subregional levels can, as appropriate, provide
useful opportunities for peer learning, including through voluntary reviews, sharing of best
practices and discussion on shared targets. We welcome in this respect the cooperation of
regional and subregional commissions and organizations. Inclusive regional processes will
draw on national-level reviews and contribute to follow-up and review at the global level,
including at the high-level political forum on sustainable development.

81. Recognizing the importance of building on existing follow-up and review mechanisms at
the regional level and allowing adequate policy space, we encourage all Member States to
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identify the most suitable regional forum in which to engage. United Nations regional
commissions are encouraged to continue supporting Member States in this regard.

Global level

82. The high-level political forum will have a central role in overseeing a network of follow-
up and review processes at the global level, working coherently with the General Assembly,
the Economic and Social Council and other relevant organs and forums, in accordance with
existing mandates. It will facilitate sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges
and lessons learned, and provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations for
follow-up. It will promote system-wide coherence and coordination of sustainable
development policies. It should ensure that the Agenda remains relevant and ambitious
and should focus on the assessment of progress, achievements and challenges faced by
developed and developing countries as well as new and emerging issues. Effective linkages
will be made with the follow-up and review arrangements of all relevant United Nations
conferences and processes, including on least developed countries, small island developing
States and landlocked developing countries.

83. Follow-up and review at the high-level political forum will be informed by an annual
progress report on the Sustainable Development Goals to be prepared by the Secretary-
General in cooperation with the United Nations system, based on the global indicator
framework and data produced by national statistical systems and information collected at
the regional level. The high-level political forum will also be informed by the Global
Sustainable Development Report, which shall strengthen the science-policy interface and
could provide a strong evidence-based instrument to support policymakers in promoting
poverty eradication and sustainable development. We invite the President of the Economic
and Social Council to conduct a process of consultations on the scope, methodology and
frequency of the global report as well as its relation to the progress report, the outcome of
which should be reflected in the ministerial declaration of the session of the high-level
political forum in 2016.

84. The high-level political forum, under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council,
shall carry out regular reviews, in line with General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July
2013. Reviews will be voluntary, while encouraging reporting, and include developed and
developing countries as well as relevant United Nations entities and other stakeholders,
including civil society and the private sector. They shall be State-led, involving ministerial
and other relevant high-level participants. They shall provide a platform for partnerships,
including through the participation of major groups and other relevant stakeholders.

85. Thematic reviews of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals, including cross-
cutting issues, will also take place at the high-level political forum. These will be supported
by reviews by the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council and other
intergovernmental bodies and forums which should reflect the integrated nature of the
Goals as well as the interlinkages between them. They will engage all relevant stakeholders
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and, where possible, feed into, and be aligned with, the cycle of the high-level political
forum.

86. We welcome, as outlined in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the dedicated follow-up and
review for the financing for development outcomes as well as all the means of
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals which is integrated with the follow-
up and review framework of this Agenda. The intergovernmentally agreed conclusions and
recommendations of the annual Economic and Social Council forum on financing for
development will be fed into the overall follow-up and review of the implementation of this
Agenda in the high-level political forum.

87. Meeting every four years under the auspices of the General Assembly, the high-level
political forum will provide high-level political guidance on the Agenda and its
implementation, identify progress and emerging challenges and mobilize further actions to
accelerate implementation. The next high-level political forum under the auspices of the
General Assembly will be held in 2019, with the cycle of meetings thus reset, in order to
maximize coherence with the quadrennial comprehensive policy review process.

88. We also stress the importance of system-wide strategic planning, implementation and
reporting in order to ensure coherent and integrated support to the implementation of the
new Agenda by the United Nations development system. The relevant governing bodies
should take action to review such support to implementation and to report on progress and
obstacles. We welcome the ongoing dialogue in the Economic and Social Council on the
longer-term positioning of the United Nations development system and look forward to
taking action on these issues, as appropriate.

89. The high-level political forum will support participation in follow-up and review
processes by the major groups and other relevant stakeholders in line with resolution
67/290. We call upon those actors to report on their contribution to the implementation of
the Agenda.

90. We request the Secretary-General, in consultation with Member States, to prepare a
report, for consideration at the seventieth session of the General Assembly in preparation
for the 2016 meeting of the high-level political forum, which outlines critical milestones
towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up and review at the global level. The
report should include a proposal on the organizational arrangements for State-led reviews
at the high-level political forum under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council,
including recommendations on voluntary common reporting guidelines. It should clarify
institutional responsibilities and provide guidance on annual themes, on a sequence of
thematic reviews, and on options for periodic reviews for the high-level political forum.

91. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to achieving this Agenda and utilizing it to
the full to transform our world for the better by 2030.
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