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Women'’s politics in the public sphere in Sri Lanka

Historically, women in Sri Lanka have established
their role in public sphere politics as active voters, holding
membership in political parties and in participating in
marches, protests and political rallies, joining in strike
action, and contributing to armed struggles both in the
Northand theSouth. WhenSriLanka gained independence,
there were some women who were elected to Parliament
too. Among the first women’s movements were the
Young Women's Christian Association (1882), Movement
for the Women’s Franchise in Ceylon (1927), All Ceylon
Muslim Women’s Association (1936) the Federation of
Ceylon University Women (1941), and the Eksath Kantha
Peramuna (United Women’s Front) (1947). The Eksath
Kantha Peramuna (United Women’s Front) was notable
and stood out as the first women-only political movement
inSriLanka. This progressive political movement provided
a platform to the middle and working class women and
was affiliated to the Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP). The
Mahila Samithi (Women’s Associations) which was active
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at that time with the objective of uplifting family-centred
rural economies, was vehemently opposed by the Eksath
Kantha Peramuna.! The basis for this opposition was the
criticism that activities of these Mahila Samithi only re-
enforced the gender norms of marginalized women.
A significant contribution of the leftist movement of Sri
Lanka was the understanding that supporting women’s
activism and bringing them into politics would entail
a struggle. For instance, as far back as 1930-32, Doreen
Wickremasinghe, a member of the LSSP, took measures
as the Principal of the Sujatha Balika Vidyalaya of
Matara to shift at the objectives of the school from being
an institution that churns out prospective wives for the
upcoming Sinhala elite, to educating women. Hitherto,
this had been the main objective of the leading ladies’
colleges of the country at the time.?

As elaborated by the renowned political scientist
of the time, Robert M.Kearney, it was not uncommon in
1960s to see working women with a bottle of arrack in
hand, at political rallies, especially the rallies held in rural
areas.” Most of the women involved in national politics
came from Colombo, were educated and represented
the upper middle class. But those who engaged in local

1. De Mel, Neloufer. Women and the Nations Narrative: Gender and Nationalism in
20th Century Sri Lanka, Rowman and Littlefeld (2001), p. 146-148.

2. Liyanage, Pulsara. “Left Women and Political Participation” in Marshal Fernando
& B. Skanthakumar (eds), Pathways of the Left in Sri Lanka, Ecumenical Institute for
Study and Dialogue, Colombo (2014).

3. Kearney, Robert. Women in Politics in Sri Lanka, Asian Survey, Vol. 21, No.7 (Jul.,
1981), p. 743.
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level politics were of lower class from semi-urban or rural
eareas. However, none of these women who engaged in
leftist politics at the local level gained entry to Parliament.
In this respect, Sirinawathie de Silva stands out as a
woman with rural roots to become the first chairperson
of an Urban Council (Ambanalgoda). She mobilized the
march to Colombo from Ambalangoda and Balapitiya
during the Harthal of 1953 and became the Chairperson
of the Women’s Wing of the LSSP, succeeding Viviane
Gunwardena in being elected to the Southern Provincial
Council in1997.*Kodikara explains that majority of women
who engaged in local politics were Sinhalese while Tamil
and Muslim women, especially those of Indian origin had
very limited political leadership opportunities.” Ayesha
Rauf was elected to the Colombo Municipal Council in
1949 and became the Deputy Mayor in 1952. Wellamma
Sellasamy who was elected to the Western Provincial
Council in 1993 goes on record as the first Tamil woman
in a provincial council.®

All the mainstream political parties had a women’s
wing, but they never held a front-runner office bearer
position. For instance, the United National Party
established their women’s wing in 1949 but after 20 years
in 1969, there was only one woman office bearer in the
13 member panel. Further the working committee of the
party comprised 51 individuals, out of which only two

4. Liyanage, Pulsara. op cit. p.148.
5. Kodikara, Chulani. op cit. p.3-6.
6. Liyanage, Pulsara. op cit p. 150
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were women. There were 16 office bearers in the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP) headed by Sirimavo Bandaranaike
in 1970, of which only two women members were among
them. The Central Committee of the LSSP comprised 55
members by 1972 but with only one woman representative.
Even among the armed groups/organizations such as
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), People's Liberation
Organization of Tamil Eelam (PLOT), Eelam People's
Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) and Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) though they had women’s
wings from their inception, almost all their key positions
were held by men.

Having identified this gap in women’s representation
in politics, in 1970s, a large number of political and civil
society activists in Sri Lanka started voicing the need
for the women’s representation. For this purpose they
developed studies and publications on women, training,
awareness raising, encouraging the nomination of women
through independent lists, discussions with government,
networking and presentations made to CEDAW
committee.”

Throughout history, the percentage of nominations
allocated to women by both parties and independent
groups have remained between 4% and 10%.% The current
structure of the Local Authorities was introduced in 1977
with a change-over from a simple majority system based
on wards to one on proportional representation. This was

7. Kodikara, Chulani. op cit. p.3-6
8. Kodikara, Chulani and Samuel, Kumuduni. &g e @icme e ©059500259
e¢wy 250 0023888, Women and Media Collective, 2018. p.4.
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implemented for the first time in 1989 and in 2012. A new
system that incorporated some of the characteristics of
the former ward system, given up in 1989 was introduced
to overcome certain shortcomings in the proportional
representation system. This new system introduced a 25%
quota for women and youth.

As a result of agitations carried out over the years
by civil society organizations and citizens, further
amendments were brought to the Local Authorities
Elections Act in year 2017 (Local Authorities Elections
(amendment) Actno.16 of 2017) which introduced a mixed
system.” The main objective of these amendments was to
pave the way for a closer relationship between the people
in the wards and their representatives, starting from
the local level and to facilitate further democratization
of politics within the new electoral system. Further, by
allocating a specific number of seats for women, a historic
opportunity has been created for women to join the public
sphere of representative politics, encouraging them to
engage in politics, change public opinions about women'’s
ability to engage in politics and to put an end to the political
culture of extravagant spending to win elections, patronage
and corruption.’

9. Under the new system, Local Authorities representatives are elected on the basis
of the proportional system. Sixty percent of these representatives will be elected
from the single or multi representative wards while 40% will be elected from a list
of ‘additional persons’ without a voters’ base. The number of representatives in
the Local Authorities has been increased from 4486 to 8356. As per Section 27(f)
women should comprise 25% of each Local Authority. Under the new system,
every political party has to submit two nomination lists. The first list comprises the
names of representatives nominated for the respective ward. At least 10% of these
nominations should be women. The second list is the list of ‘additional persons’ out
of which 50% should be women.

10. Kodikara, Chulani and Samuel, Kumuduni. op cit p.4
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Women’'s agency in politics

Many factors have contributed to contain women’s
representation at extremely low levels. While women’s
representation remains low in numbers,' the quality of
women’s active involvement in politics is observed as
minimal. The main reason for this trend is the recognition
given to the traditional family role associated with women.
It demands that they give priority to family responsibilities
thus confining their space in social, cultural and political
spheres. It prevents them from being active in politics.
Historically, most of the pioneering women in Sri Lankan
national politics found their way into politics through
their kinship to a male political figure in the family (father
or the husband).’? Women themselves limit their political
activities due to the patriarchal ideology that undermines
her engagement in the public sphere (in society and
in politics) on the grounds that this engagement will
compromise her role in the domestic environment (family
and household). This restraint and family pressures inhibit
women, and make them unsuccessful as political actors.

The involvement of violent gangs in politics,
the high cost of campaigning in the proportional
representation electoral system, are also deterrents to
women."” Therefore, those women who try to compete

11. There were 13 women Parliamentarians in Sri Lanka Parliament in 2017. This is
the highest-ever number of women to have been represented in Parliament. Prior to
the dissolution of Provincial Councils, women’s participation stood at 3%. Prior to
2018, women'’s participation in Local Authorities was a mere 1.26% .

12. Jayawardena, Kumari. Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World, Zed Books,
London (1986), p.129

13. One of the main objectives of introducing the ward system when amendments
were introduced to the current electoral system was to provide an equal playing field
to local level social activists since the proportional system paved way only to the local
elites and powerful figures.
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under these circumstances are labelled as “disrespectable’,
by society. This too has been a deterrent in the long run
for the participation of women in active politics.

Historically, the leadership roles occupied by men
in all social institutions have had an immense impact
on determining the gender norms." In this context, we
identify we have a start a dialogue on women's agency
beyond a mere discussion on quantitative represantation.
It is debatable whether this is the best time to start such
dialogue, as nearly one and half years have elapsed since
the introduction of women’s quota system in 2018. But
today it is rare to hear of any discussion that refers to
women’s agency in representative politics. This paper
attempts to initiate a post-hoc dialogue on the issue of
women’s agency in representative politics by reviewing
the attempts to implement it in the Local Government
Institutions during the past one and half years. Therefore,
in today’s political context the discussion should focus
on strengthening women’s representation and agency.
As such the progressive move that was taken at the 2018
Local Government elections has to be carried forward.
Such an approach is essential to institute an active citizen’s
perspective that goes beyond the schematic nuances of the
state and the governments.

14. An idea expressed by Farzana Haniffa at the discussion on women’s politics in
Local Authorities organized by the Social Science Department of the University of
Colombo, held at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. 14 August 2018
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The notion of women's agency we contextualized
in the previous section, is being discussed here based on
the case study of the local government election process of
2018 and its aftermath.

The primary objective was to assess to what extent the
introduction of awomen’s quotaimproved or strengthened
women’s agency in representative politics. An outcome of
this research is to initiate a dialogue on women’s agency.
In the dialogue the researchers discussed the state and
NGO interventions which tried to address the challenges
faced by women have contributed to mainstreaming of
women’s agency.

The methodology adopted was as follows:

1. Engaging in discussions with female representatives
from different parties and who competed in the
Local Authority Elections. In order to ensure proper

13
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representation of all religious and ethnic groups,
these discussions were held with representatives from
Kurunegala, Polpithigama, Homagama, Weligama,
Athuraliya, Akuressa, Beliatta, Seruwila, Muththur,
Aleiadiwembu, Pothuvil, Hatton, Panama and Passara.
The women representatives were from the United
National Party (UNP), United People’s Freedom Party
(UPFP), Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), Tamil National Alliance
(TNA), Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC), All Ceylon
Makkal Congress (ACMC) and Kandurata Janatha
Peramuna (KJP).

. Actively participating in several discussions in which

representatives of Local Authorities, officers who were
engaged in election observation duties including those
from non-governmental organizations, the Elections
Commission and the Sri Lanka Institute of Local
Governance and Parliamentarians. Bothmenand women
participated in these discussions and the observations
made during the discussions were recorded.

. Furthermore, the training modules used by institutions

and trainers who engaged in training the elected
female representatives were reviewed. The trainers
from government institutions, non-government
organizations and universities that engaged in training
the elected women representatives were interviewed.
The assessment reports from the sessions organized
by the Law & Society Trust for the elected women
representatives too were considered in this analysis.
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Challenges posed by the conventional party
structures by the women’s quota

The provisions to reject a nominations list on
grounds that the minimum 25% quota for women was
not observed, posed an initial challenge to the political
parties. The percentage of active involvement of women
in the public sphere was low and women’s participation
in all strata from the Local Authority level to the national
level politics remained minimal.”” In addressing this issue,
political parties seemed to have resorted to numerous
strategies in order to include the required numbers of
female candidates in their lists. In such instances, the
relationship to the local elite and popular political figures,
caste, class and ethnic relations become decisive in
securing nominations. It was also not rare for some
women who rendered yeoman’s service to women at
regional level and yet not recognised well by the existing
political parties, mainly due to the prevailing male-
dominant-politics, getting through their candidature.
Among the elected women representatives interviewed,
there were wives, friends and relations of men who have
been conventionally engaged in local politics; extrovert
teachers and lawyers; independent young Muslim women
who engaged in social welfare; rehabilitated LTTE cadres;
as well as cooks from small hotels.

As a classic example, in the Weligama Pradeshiya
Sabha, one member was elected for the first time, when

15. Generally, those who are active in the area are likely to enter local politics. For
instance, involvement in community organizations such as farmers’ associations,
sports clubs, funeral aid societies could be the path that leads way to local politics.
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her party nominated her after she had been a member
of the Women’s Committee Board of the party in the
electorate for 17 years,'® while the same party nominated
another woman solely on the basis of her husband’s close
association with the chief organizer of the party.” In
the latter case, even after serving several months in the
council, people from her own village were not aware of
her as an elected member.

The general perception held by most male Local
Authority representatives and Parliamentarians who
spoke with us, was based merely on such observances and
not on the complexities of the situation.

“These women have no idea about politics.
They will spend the next four years trying to learn
politics. We got to this point after working for the
people for a very long time. We have interacted with
the public and gained plenty of experience. These
women are now paid salaries to learn politics.”

- A Councillor - Seruvila Pradeshiya Sabha'®

“On the face of it, this women’s quota system
appears good, but it is a joke when you put it into
practice because wives in place of husbands and
daughters in place of fathers have been nominated.
These women are like puppets. Most of them cannot
think rationally.”

- A Councillor - Homagama Pradeshiya Sabha®

16. Interview with a Councillor of the Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-09-2018.
17. Interview with a Councillor of the Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-09-2018.
18. Interview with a Councillor of the Seruwila Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-09-2018.
19. Interview with a Councillor of the Homagama Pradeshiya Sabha on 18-09-2018.
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“These girls are too young. They are accompanied
by their mothers even when attending their meetings.”

- A Member of Parliament from Matara District

“It is far better if an environment conducive for
women was created in politics rather than airlifting
them and introducing them into politics artificially.
There is no point in having ‘coconut husk™ women.”

- A Councillor - Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha*

We observed that such generalizations were not
confined only to this matter:

“As a party, we believe that the problem
is not about being male or female. The problem is
about capitalism and the inequality of distribution
of resources. If someone is equipped with the
knowledge to challenge it, whether that someone is
man or woman is irrelevant. Due to the regressive
nature of women in Eastern cultures, certain
issues are inevitable with women coming to power.
However, those in our party are different. They are
well equipped in knowledge, and they are culturally
different.”

- Pradeshiya Sabha Councillor -JVP*

20. Interview with a Parliamentarian from the Matara District on 12-09-2018.

21. Consequent to winning the election, Minister Bandula Gunawardena stated that
anyone or anything nominated by the Pohottuva (Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna),
even e a coconut husk, would win the election due to the public opinion in their
favour.

22. Interview with a Member of the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-09-2018.

23. Interview with a Pradeshiya Sabha Member from the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
on 20-09-2018.

17
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However in contrast to the above, a female
Councillor of the same party whom we met, deliberated
that she was not involved in any kind of politics prior to
competing in the election though her husband had been
actively involved.

The decision to seek out women who were either
engaged in active social roles at grass roots level and to
award them candidacy or as has happened traditionally,
to pick and choose them on nepotism, supportive of
cronyism and strengthening rural elite regimes was taken
by the regional level male politicians of the respective
political party. This therefore, has resulted on one hand,
the expansion of regional level elite regimes while on
the other, enabled some of those women who would
otherwise have zero provision to enter active politics.
However, even in this endeavour of giving candidacy to
those women who were socially active, it was observed
that due to approaches adopted by the decision makers,
what happened was merely to t draw these women into
their usual power struggles of political parties rather than
to integrate women'’s agency into active politics.

For example, the woman who secured nomination
from the Tamil National Alliance to a particular ward
with 85% Tamil majority was a rehabilitated former LTTE
cadre who was popular in the area and came from a
higher caste. All Ceylon Makkal Congress used a young
woman who had won national level awards in sports and
is currently engaged in active social service to compete

18
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against the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress candidate with an
established political authority over a particular ward. The
main objective of introducing the 25% quota was to ensure
substantive equality in politics, and to include a group
that was historically excluded from politics,* and the very
inclusion of women into the political power struggle can
be an opportunity for them to become active partners, this
approach should not be seen in a negative light. There
is still a gap when it comes to the inclusion of women in
politicss.

Electoral process, getting elected and involvement
in local authorities

The responsibility of nominating them to wards and
including their names in the proportionate representative
lists fall on the party organizer and ultimately on the general
secretary of the party. Most often they are male politicians.
This does not stop there; these women have to depend
on men who wield political power in the party to secure
appointments through the proportionate representative
list even after the election. There have been reports, where
sexual bribes have been demanded by certain organizers in
exchange of being nominated to power.” Thus the whole
process of election campaigning takes place in a patriarchal
system. Even after getting elected, in post-election, these
woman have to function in a model which has been

24. Farzana Haniffa, Discussion above. 14 August 2018.

25. Sexual bribe sought from actress to contest from MR’s party, available at https://
colombogazette.com/2018/01/07/sexual-bribe-sought-from-actress-to-contest-
from-mrs-party/ (accessed 17 June 2019)

19
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concocted by a system consisting of about 98% men and
according their whims and fancies. This context cannot be
ignored in the dialogue on women’s agency, mentioned
earlier.

“All this time, it was my husband who was
engaged in politics. He knows the organizer very
well. It was my husband who took me to sign the
nomination papers. My husband made speeches at
political rallies on my behalf e because I was not a
good speaker.”

- A female Councillor - Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha®

“I did not have any problem to include my
name on the list. My husband knew the organizer
very well.”

- A female Councillor - Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha?

All the married women that were interviewed,
had the total Support of their husbands to engage in
politics. However, they had received mixed reactions
from extended family and friends. For example, a Muslim
woman who contested for the Muthur Pradeshiya Sabha
had the support of her husband and parents but her sister
had vehemently objected to her decision. Some women
had entered politics considering it as a legacy of their
fathers who were themselves actively engaged in politics.
A female Councillor from the Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha
stated that relatives and friends who supported her when

26. Interview held with a female Councillor of the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha on
26-09-2018.

27. Interview held with Councillor from the Kurunegala Pradheshiya Sabha on 24-
09-2018.

20
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she helped her father’s political activities, went against her
when she wanted to make her candidature independent of
that of her father’s. They have claimed that it is not very
appropriate for a woman to engage in politics directly. It
was also not uncommon for religious institutions to object
to women engaging in politics. There were cases of where
a village Buddhist monk and the trustee board of a mosque
had objected to their respective women candidates.

Since many women (interviewed) had been enlisted
in the proportionate lists, they did not face much
challenge in winning a particular ward through election
campaigning. However, we met both groups of women
who were highly active, as well as those who did not do any
election campaigning. A female candidate, who competed
for the Kattaparichchan ward of the Muthur Pradeshiya
Sabha, was able to achieve a landslide victory, surpassing
all men who competed for the ward. One has to appreciate
that women participate in political campaigns amidst
many challenges; family responsibilities, difficulties in
participating in late-night rallies specially if they happened
to be in distant locations, and above all, the social attitudes
towards women’s mobility.

Challenges faced by the women who challenged
gender norms

Itis acommon feature in Sri Lankan society to slander
women who are active in society and thus express their
views freely. As pointed out by Malathie de Alwis, the
idea about ‘shame and fear’ is a decisive factor chastised

21
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within the Sri Lankan society. From early childhoods,
boys are taught to react to fear while girls are taught to
respond to shame. Men who challenge socially accepted
gender norms are challenged on the basis of fear while
the women who challenge the same gender norms are
challenged on the basis of shame.”® Two Muslim female
Councillors elected to the Muthur Pradeshiya Sabha
told us that during the election campaigning, they faced
threats from male candidates of other political parties.”
One female candidate and her mother faced verbal abuse
right in front of the polling centre, while the parents of
another female candidate faced threats demanding them
to withdraw their daughter from the election campaign.
Men who supported these two female candidates had
been subjected to physical attacks during the campaign.
This was a challenge that many female candidates had to
overcome as they actively engaged in electoral campaigns.
Women who are active in politics are slandered as being
not chaste. A female candidate who competed for the
Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha stated, “We of course have
to operate within certain cultural boundaries. I was told
things like, “don’t ruin your name, this is not suitable for
women’”.* Here, she was only emphasizing the challenges
a woman has to face when they become active in the public

28. De Alwis, Malathi. "The Production and Embodiment of Respectability: Gendered
Demeanours in Colonial Ceylon" in Michael Roberts (ed), Collective Identities
Revisited, Vol 1, Maarga Publishers, Colombo (1997) p.105-143

29. Interview held with a Councillor from the Muththur Pradeshiya Sabha on 30-09-
2018.

30. Interview held with a Councillor from the Kurunegala Pradheshiya Sabha on 24-
09-2018.
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sphere. Many women as well as men who spoke with us
reiterated that regardless of the social role that a woman
may perform, that her first obligation is to her family.

“It doesn’t matter what you achieve, if your
family has failed. We must first ensure the safety of
the family before thinking of serving the society.”

- A female Councillor - Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha™

“My family helped me during the election.
They always told me to strike a balance between the
family and politics.”
- A female Councillor - Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha™

“Of course women have to accomplish their
obligations at home, before stepping out to engage in

politics. They certainly cannot neglect that.”

- A male Councillor - Homagama Pradeshiya Sabha*

Whatis behind thisline of thinkingis the stereotypical
gender norms which places the burden of the private
sphere solely on woman. Radhika Coomaraswamy argues
that culture and identity in the South Asian context are
viewed as areas that come under a person’s private sphere
and they are considered as things that women have to deal

with.** This is how private lives of women are carefully

31. Interview held with Councillor from the Homagama Pradheshiya Sabha on 18-
09-2018.

32. Interview held with Councillor from the Weligama Pradheshiya Sabha on 26-09-
2018.

33. Interview held with Councillor from the Homagama Pradheshiya Sabha on 08-
09-2018.

34. Coomaraswamy, Radhika. The Disrobing Draupadi: Women, Violence and Human
Rights, International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo (2000)
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governed. This also comes from the thinking that women
bear the responsibility of protecting traditions, practices
and social morals. This thinking fuels the shaming and
blaming of women so that they are discouraged from
becoming active in the public sphere, which otherwise is
believed to be traditionally male dominated. During an
interview, a male Councillor from a certain Pradeshiya
Sabha referring to the newly elected female Councillors
had this to say, “what is there, their men are at home taking
care of the children while these women mooch around.”*

The same gender norms create the ground realities
that will have to be faced by all women who are elected
to Local Authorities through this 25 % quota system.
Already, there is a considerable level of investigation
and discussions instituted about these challenges. Not
only their male counterparts, but even the staff of many
Local Authorities describes these female Councillors as
“pin manthree” (charity councillors).” The basis for this
objection is because most of these women councillors got
elected to the Pradeshiya Sabha not having competed
through the proportionate list for a ward, but due to
a mere legislation to promote proportionate equity to
female representation that raised the numbers from 1.29%
to 23.6%. Not even a semblance of such a derogatory tone
was used when referring to men who came through a
similar proportionate list.

35. Interview held with Councillor from the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha
36. Rohana Hettiarachchi, The national workshop organized by the Law & Society
Trust to extend the 25% quota to the Provincial Councils, 31 July 2018.
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Since most of the female Councillors come from
the nominated list, they do not have an assigned ward.
Therefore, when a woman is involved in public activities
in the area, she has to get the support of the councillor
who represents that particular ward. The reality is, male
councillors do not take kindly to such involvement. There
is stiff opposition to such involvement in the development
activities of the voter-base, hitherto dominated by the male
counterpart, and more so when that happens through a
female councillor.

“We have been working with the public and
gaining a lot of experience over a long period of time
before we ventured into political campaigning. These
women are beginning to learn things only now, after
getting there. So they will spend the entire 5 years
just to learn politics. They may be able to make some
contribution if and when they get elected for the next
term. These women who have been at home, have
now come here from the list. The work that they are
trying to do could even be a reason to lose the voters’
base that we have established.”

- Councillor - Seruvila Pradeshiya Sabha ¥

Another female Councillor said that public officials
such as principals and teachers of the area and older men
with some recognition from the public are reluctant to
meet them and discuss their issues even when they do face
issues.®® She believed that they are reticent because she is

37. Interview held with Councillor from the Seruvila Pradheshiya Sabha on 03-10-
2018.

38. Interview held with Councillor from the Seruvila Pradheshiya Sabha on 03-10-
2018.
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a woman. In another location, a woman Councillor was of
the opinion that people did not take her seriously because
she was not mature enough.*

When a female Councillor from the Muthur
Pradeshiya Sabha attempted to board a bus that had
been arranged to go to a training session organized for
new Councillors, accompanied by her disabled child,
the Secretary of the Pradeshiya Sabha had threatened
that he will not allow the bus to leave if she boards the
bus with the child.*® It is not uncommon to hear about
similar instances in which public officials employed at
Local Authorities abused their power when dealing with
women. This extends from public officials employed
at Local Authorities to people of various strata who
maintain close associations and dealings with the heads
of those institutions. At one point, a female Councillor
from the Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha complained that a
person who frequents the Pradeshiya Sabha claiming to
be an advisor to the Chairman constantly threatened and
harassed her and that no action was taken in this regard
by the Chairman or any other.* At another time, all the
female councillors from the Badulla Municipal Council
held a joint press conference, and stated that the male
Councillors did not allow any of them to express views
during the six sessions the Council held so far, and that
they even verbally abused them.*

39. Interview held with Councillor from the Weligama Pradheshiya Sabha on 26-09-
2018.

40. Interview held with Councillor from the Muththur Pradheshiya Sabha on 30-09-
2018.

41. This was mentioned in a letter sent to LST by the respective Councilor.

42. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSwDhwF1PaM (accessed on 17 June 2019)
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Male Councillors in general made several
allegations against female Councillors who got elected
through the 25% quota, claiming that they lacked proper
understanding of regulations, by-laws and procedures
of Local Authorities; that women are unable to present
logical and politically sound dialogues during sessions
of the Local Authorities; and that they are not capable
of taking strong political decisions. We experienced some
instances in which female Councillors themselves admitted
such weaknesses. Trainers from governmental and non-
governmental organizations that we interviewed, both
male and female, too corroborated this stand. In order to
live up to this challenge, some female Councillors were
adopting a strategy of going along with the ideologies of
male Councillors to appear being ‘tame’. In other words,
they were succumbing to dominant male ideology.

“It is easy to get along when you give
prominence to the male Councillors.”

- Female Councillor - Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha*

Itisfitting tomentionat thisjuncture, a certain popular
idea expressed by several experts from the governmental
and non-governmental sectors in public forums organized
to discuss issues faced by female Councillors. They
pointed out that women should work strategically when
dealing with men, thus making room for themselves to
work alongside them. The phrase they used to explain this
status is ‘64 mayam’ (64 tactics) believed to be possessed

43. Interview with a female Councilor from the Weligama Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-
09-2018.
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by women.* When a female Councillor from Kurunegala
expressed her views to us, that women can make use of
their ‘feminine charm’, one can to assume that she referred
to the same.* In the same forums, those who opposed the
above idea of using ‘64 mayam’ thought it rather recreates
stereo typical gender roles.*

A female Councillor from the Muthur Pradeshiya
Sabha expressing a different opinion stated that the
greatest challenge faced by women who are elected to Local
Authorities is the emotional challenge internalized by the
women themselves.”” Dr. Wijaya Jayathilaka who put this
idea into context, further stated that enabling women to
discard the gender norms that they have internalized is
one of the biggest challenges he faced during his training
programmes.*®

44. Rohana Hettiarachchi, The national workshop organized by the Law & Society
Trust to extend the 25% quota to the Provincial Councils, 31 July 2018.

45. Interview with a female Councilor from the Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha on 24-
09-2018.

46. Viola Perera, The national workshop organized by the Law & Society Trust to
extend the 25% quota to the Provincial Councils, 31 July 2018.

47. Interview with a female Councilor from the Muththur Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-
09-2018.

48. Telephone conversation with Dr. Wijaya Jayathilaka on 12-09-2018.
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Once again, we are faced with the issue of women's
agency here. We are of the opinion that women’s agency
should be prioritised and be the key objective of all
interventions (lectures, conferences, workshops, training
programmes) designed to help the women public
representatives elected under the 25% quota. This will
enable them to face these challenges.

The Constitution, provisions in the Local Authorities
Act, role of public representatives, leadership training,
basic law, human and fundamental rights, right to
information, history of women’s role in politics,
communication skills, sustainable development goals,
gender, conflict resolution, reconciliation, use of media are
some of the more common topics discussed in the many
training modules designed by various governmental and
non-governmental organizations that came under our
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review. The common characteristic in all these training
modules is that they use the traditional training approach
in imparting knowledge.

It is important to reconsider the use of this approach
by governmental and non-governmental organizations
which has minimal effectiveness, and on its relevance to
promoting women'’s agency. The challenge before us is
not something that we can overcome merely by equipping
people with knowledge. A UN report compiled after
studying women’s roles in Local Authorities in India
and Uganda shows that women who have not received
‘institutional” and ‘formal” education may be at the risk
of getting duped by crafty political strategies of men but
still it is not possible to make a direct correlation between
women’s level of education and the quality of their roles
in politics.* For instance, in states such as West Bengal
and Rajasthan, there is greater women’s participation in
Sabha meetings chaired by women who have not received
a formal education. The report provides details of high
quality interventions of local bodies run by women, such as
drinking water projects, bio-gas production projects, and
other development projects, highlighting the possibility of
gender equity improvisation.”

It was common to observe the emphasis laid by
trainers of some institutions on the importance of following
social ethics. Interventions made without an in-depth
understanding of power and dominance as elaborated

49. Goetz, Anne Marie, Women’s Education and Political Participation: Background
paper prepared for the Education for All Global Monitoring Report,2004, UNESCO
50. Ibid. p.15.
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above can actually perpetuate unawares, the very aspects
that we are trying to discard. For example, they have been
exposed to proper table etiquette, civility when making
telephone conversations, attire, politeness and respectable
use of social media. In some instances the trainees have
received instructions about the best ring-tones for their
mobiles too.”!

“These people conduct themselves like wild
animals. They don’t even know how to eat or dress

properly.”
- A female Civil Society Activistinvolved in training™

Expressing his views, another trainer said that he
does not think that training needs to cover all areas of
social mannerisms and that these female Councillors
should not be treated as if they ‘came from the jungle’.”®
Although this discussion may seem very superficial, we
should realize the underlying dangers. These established
norms of social conduct and practices stemming from
them, are based on certain historic political constructs. As
mentioned earlier, this was the essence of girls” education.
In the colonial era. It is based on this premise that the Sri
Lankan leftist movement challenged the teaching project
promoted by the Mahila Samithi movement. It is this very
doctrine that pioneer activists like Doreen Wickremesinge,
then Principal of Sujatha Balika Vidyalaya, Matara tried to
expel from Buddhist women’s education.

51. Interview with a trainer on 29-08-2018.
52. Interview with a trainer on 28-08-2018.
53. Interview with a trainer on 26-08-2018.
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We observed a perpetuation of the colonial era ideas
by the examples used by trainers (both male and female)
in some training programmes. In one instance, the trainer
stressed that the stature of British Royal family and the
family of the former US President was depicted by the
way they dressed ** What the trainers missed was that the
values they promoted are built on social constructs based
on specific ideological foundations. In many trainings,
female Councillors were taught how to drape the saree
correctly. A Councillor from Matale stated that after
attending these trainings she started wearing white sarees,
because she felt that it gives her an air of respectability.™

Malathie = de  Alwis  analysing  Sirimavo
Bandaranaike’s role in the Mahila Samithi movement and
Hema Premadasa’s role in the Seva Vanitha organization
to study the idea of ‘respect’ in the Sri Lankan society,
proposed that the binary-constructions on women’s
identity should be challenged to recognize the multiplicity
of subject positions available to women.

“...in the patriarchal gaze of the nation,
the ‘public women’ simultaneously exists as a
signifier of respectability, i.e., as wife, mother,
etc., but also of degradation and debasement.
As feminists it is time we shatter such a binary
construction of identity and recognize the
multiplicity of subject positionsthatareavailable

54. Interview with a trainer on 29-08-2018.
55. Interview with a Councillor from the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha on 26-09-2018.
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to us. It is time we stood ‘respectability” on its
head and reconfigured our notions of national
and sexual bodies.”>*

Challenging the power and dominance, which have
taken roots deep inside society, is not as easy as it seems.
Especially, when those attitudes and social norms that we
aretryingtochangeorchallengeareapartofthesocial order,
it becomes extremely difficult. This is where the problem
lies with many awareness programmes carried out over
a period of time by governmental and non-governmental
organizations. That is why those who intervene to achieve
social change should have an understanding of power and
governance networks through which control is exercised.”

Therefore, all project planners who design
interventions or projects to improve the knowledge
of female councillors in post-25%-quota era need
tounderstand the fact that the ‘knowledge production” is
not an innocent project. In the words of Gayatri Spivak,
it is a global project made in the Europe-led-West, which
contributes to the creation of identities for people of the

58

subaltern communities.”®® we reiterate here the need to

critially evaluate the genuine efforts and struggles to

56. De Alwis, Malathi. Gender, Politics and the Respectable Lady in Pradeep
Jeganathan & Quadri Ismail (eds) Unmaking the Nation: The Politics of Identity &
History in Modern Sri Lanka, International Centre for the Ethnic Studies, Colombo,
p. 151

57. Celermejer, Munasinghe, Ariyarathne & Chandrasekere, Understanding Violence
in Post War Sri Lanka, University of Sydney & Centre for the Study of Human Rights,
Colombo (2016).

58. Spivak, Gayatri. Can the Subaltern Speak? in Nelson, Cary and Grossberg,
Lawrence (Eds), University of Illinois Press (1988)
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improve Sri Lanka’s subaltern politics and women’s

agency. Are the efforts being made to increase the

knowledge and power of female Councillors or to convert
them into ‘respectable” Councillors.? m
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GuaSIBeUTBTS SIMLOHI)(THHSH60T. B6omIeND FFHHBHTOML[HS
STELLILIGH S U6, LMITEHLOSIBSHH MBS S QFHFleuTalulimhibg Flev GILiewTe ErpLD
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Sl (1941) BBID WM&dHw  GuewiseT (eterenl  GUITaTBE,
WHBBLLL CQUeRIHET BUISSHIBEHHE WLHH UL STl L e
BuisasnsamG. aupplelenLBu, msbHw CueKiaeT  (LpeiTeeu
(United Women’s Front) eeaiug @Ol GsF  OFmeve0shsHdas
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G  OUETIHEHEETRT  OFWBSHENMD  Q6TNB  GULPHIS LIGIL 6T,
@evmiens  Fogwommsd sl duyLaind (LSSP) @ememrdaliul mbaHdl.
Beumiensuied &HBLIoU-mowl  SITOWL GQUIT(HEMTSTIHMS 2 UWITHSHID
Gpradled OQFuMULB aubd wwaleor FUSHFH (el FHISLD)
IIWID FRBSHHT 15FH MmEHW sy (peiTermeni  &HHEMLOWITET
agylenud ST RUIGBHSSH. SeuadTiyssTa SigliLienL, LoandeoT
FOSHFH eIWID FRISHH T OFLBLTHS6T CLIHISET6T  LITEOHIENESTT
alBlpempamen (gender norms) ISHTD  1B6eT-auavIe)|HH BLeTUTS
(re-enforce) sreRILILBA @B  GTEHLSTGD. OUewTIH6TMIEH  OFuled
ATHSHBEG pFHTUNSHSH  SlauTHmen  SFFLISGHDS OoTen(H
amaIgG @b CUTITL L Hms gBLUBGHHID e LfsGa Sevmiendules
ALaIFT) QuissdHag GPULILSHSHE LURISaNILUTES EHHSHH.

o HMyenionsd, 1930 (1pHed 1932 oyb SLewi®B euenguiey, Blevmiend
Fogorms sl dular o pinlemgrear OLmflar aldrodms, rHHms
FTHT  elHHumeowdbHer HUITEAID  HHSTI.  DHHE0OEIT
fulesr SIFUT TS euenBUT6D, LITLFTM60 6TGTLILHI  QUETIHSHIU(HLD
frisers UgysHsieusd (GHBOURISEHSSTR  61HTHTEL  LoenaTallen]
GleueBUIBMBILD QHHIBICIETD 616IB DIHBTEVDH H(HHMS LOTBHBIUIEHIOSSI,
urLgmeneouiler GuleGame GLewIEEhHSTaT Hevalenuill LSl BHoudHTd
B H3bs Ceuemi(BLD GTAILISBHTEN BL 6UIQHNBHMET GLoBOSTERIYHHST].
SIBIUDT,  BTLIQEVI6TN  (paiTedtewill  GLIGWIE6T LT FTene0aei 6
Wrster GB&ECaTents, SiBaTelILGH U0, BB (LPHeLTaISHTEHF
Gameveolil L. alLw@o BmHHaH UHSHSHI.

DIGBTVFSL L SHaT LUsouBs oipdlwesd  allehehmell  GmmLyLl
ord. Fwgel @PUIGSemeairs, 1960s6M60 SIFdulsd gnl L Risberle0,
GiuUTEes STl UGHseflsd BoLOUBB SIFFwsd gl L misefen,

1. De Mel, Neloufer. Women and the Nations Narrative: Gender and Nationalism in
20th Century Sri Lanka, Rowman and Littlefeld (2001), p. 146-148.

2. Liyanage, Pulsara. "Left Women and Political Participation” in Marshal Fernando
& B. Skanthakumar (eds), Pathways of the Left in Sri Lanka, Ecumenical Institute for
Study and Dialogue, Colombo (2014).
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wLLSHH0 BLgFmf opfwelsd FEULL @UGUTSEHeT  6TeumHGL
urgmepeB  CFamipéasalsomen.  Bbhsalmaulsy, Fiflermalshs
& dlebout, BHIFML @60 (SIDLOTRIOGTL) (WP HevTaugl Gl
(WwaeoaTad Gsfleurer Symiuls Uerarealenws QBTERIQHHS @b
QuemTemTES HNHH aleMbiGHHS@mBTy. 1953 Sib e S bEUB®
amJHSTIRICUTSH  SibLeOTRIOSTL  oBmid  ueolIpwiellel(HhaE
GampLbL] euenTWITEN oafalevIoTeemB aPBL SHHW SieuT, allailuwiesr
SWIATHBHEMSHGSL L6t Eeomiend FIOFIOTMS S Fufer LosHerly
UWfleler Semevalwnsalbd, Sigmens CSTLIbHS 1997 Sub SiemB
Ogeroraren  FUsGL OFfley OQFuiwiu Lmy.* 9 6ITeaThiJLOL L
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Quppe»wwb GUUUIL 5555 DeueunCs, 19938ub e Gosd
rsren  FeoUbsGHH 0FHfle) QFunuiul L GeaueolblomeT OFeOe0FFTLE,
LOTSHTEFMLSEG CFHfleuTet (Lp&Heomaudl SO GCILIGTHTERITS 6)FeTHS60
B b1 g &l ermy.t

3. Kearney, Robert. Women in Politics in Sri Lanka, Asian Survey, Vol. 21, No.7 (Jul,
1981), p. 743.

4. Liyanage, Pulsara. op cit. p.148.

5. Kodikara, Chulani. op cit. p.3-6.

6. Liyanage, Pulsara. op cit p. 150
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Wyster  BHOITL L HFHlevieien  ete0e0m  SIFFuIed L FbEMHd
waefl] LUflCeuraienpd OQBTERIHHIH. DLBTEID, DIHVIeTETeTH6iT
QGUTEID  WPHHW  upel — SHTRGOTEHNTES  &HBaT60me60.
o SHIyewioTd, MmebHul BCapfluis & d 1949 Sib SLEWIQeL HISHI
waell] Uflewen o HeaursHulmbHID, 20 DeHIBHEHHSG  LeterCy,
SFTuH 1969 b ouemngBeuBus 13 CuengsosmaniL oibsL Fulle
Gwmhled @Crewmm Ouewr upel STRGHITS aubSTT. Gevd, 51
Guengsd Oamewi oiHal fulem CFuBEwelsd @meu] TSHHTEL
QuemtdenTad STl L. 1970 @60 wforGeum  LeSILTIHTUISS
FHmevenlouieorer  Aevmend F&FHHHTH sl Fulsd 16 Gui uHel
STRIGHISNTSS  STeorliul’ L Curdeud, SDieUTHEHeT  E(HeUT
rHHI6 OCuewisaTas SmbHerT. 1972 v 55 2 milifearfsemnend
CsmenTgmbsh GSevmensd FFOTRS SLALSGT WHHW  Gupealsd
@G8rewmm Ouewt LITHBHSHHIUGL STewILILLL FI. 0HS6T 6l (HHED6V
(estentemil, LGemT., mLigyTerevertl, SISl alhsHemevll Liedser GuUT6S
UBHLD SRS G(pHH6NT / DlenloliLbHeMe0gnL, DLIIDLISHHHGS
waelly Ufleyser smeoriul B eubHHHSTID, S LSHHLL  Sieumnser
W&HHW LHalsmen LemTEGer a5 HbHSH6T].

197056160 QU6mTSH6T LITHHHHHI0UHH 60 BHHMBW BenL_Gale
BIBIBTEIILIL L L1616 SeumiendUNeeiTen GLI(HLD 61601601 & 6m U 60T 6o
ordwed  pmid  Faled  Fepsll QUemT  QFWIBLITLLTeNTH6N
Quemisefenr  LITHPHSBuSBIEETE  CHemey  GBSHHS — GHT6v
apliieny. BHCHTHHHHIHITE DlUTH6T, GLIWHIH6T BB DLUI6|H6I
wBmid  Ceuefluihsst, vuUIBdseT, eNPliewTaLL L 60&6T, SHUITSH6IL
UL 1QWIeO&H6T a1l el GLemtaafe GLIW HUWLDaISHms 26185 Ealdh5H60,
SITFTHRISSHSIL601T60T B6VUHGIEMTUITL 6V, 6U6EMEVWIGNLOLILITE&LD
wppitb CEDAW  @uwasedF Gsuwiu’ L  opdmeser Gureis
CewpuUTGHMmeT (LP&TOET(H S HHSH6T].’

auTeUTEl GIE(BH BV HL_FBHerenmeuild HEWIL T & (LD H6MeTaILD
OILI6wT B EMh S OB 6T eI B I L Qi Bluioesiisert 4 % —10% aigiorsGal

7. Kodikara, Chulani. op cit. p.3-6
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ST L&Y eI LIRISmeT  SIQUILIENL WLITHS OBTemwIL  FTSHT 6t
QupLbLITaTenLD (Wenpenw alldSTamyll LFHmsHaien SigliLient ulleomest
BxpImHe0 (pedpwimad  mesl, 1977 @  SfWsLILGSSILLL %
o eIl dl pipleuemiser uUBBw  SHBOUTMSHU S L emLOLILITEGLD.
Ba WHI(PHBWTS 1989 b Siewigevild, SmiFHwns 2012 b
SLEWTIQEVID  HEnL (emBULBSSUILLL &I B STFTIL  LIFHBSHHaHien
(Wenpuied smenIll L GHHH Fev GHmBUTHSMENT [HbHEGMHBHTS
1989 &b Spewip  ewdaILLUUl L (psilenent el Lmy  Falufevment
BxIHe0 (enBemLouile oo LIGwnTLSHanBISHmeT © 6oL SHWSTS Ll
(epenld SSWaLLBSSUILLL GI. SIS W (WenBenLd, GILIwH S EmHSELD
BemeTehIHEhEGHW0TE 25% B @HGS L SNSWPSILBHHUIGI.

Falled eIl LS SH 6T aTTEVID Gl L0s H6aTanid GoBGsmeTen L (B
abs  UeveumLaETell  CumImlL e  alewemeuns, 2017 b
eiB 2 _6enITl g CHIHedel FULHHMBGHH OdmetBeurliul L
Goevds HHSHSHSH@TLTE (201791b Sewigent 16810  Bevds,
o 6ten] SIFHBMIFmLS6T BHTHe0H6 (H(HHHF) &FLLID) 6ol
(wopemlo  SPWSLUGHSIULLE. UL LIJES6N60 oS EHEHELID
SJHeNEH  LIHHHBEDEHSD  HHUIL 2 6iMepIol L &3GeuBwW
O TLmIGLD OBmEIg W 2 M6 HEHTes RIMBIEEE: IR
o (mams@Gaugid, UHw GBCximed  (pewmedoulaiel  FFluienev
Guoaoib  eBTWSLWILGSSINSBEG uFSHeaMiumsCo  @HsHmae
Hmobamiseiar (HHw GHToHsmIBMTEGD. G, CILICTHISHENHHHTHD

8. Kodikara, Chulani and Samuel, Kumuduni. sgis8 enes eoms pe 25300923

es¢ 250 0029588, Women and Media Collective, 2018. p.4.

9. yHw ensenoulendip, o sepym & siHsmygamuuier LyHBdsen aldsrany (pensenioules
gl uied OFfle) GeuiwinGaemen. QLTS Hsensr 60% G PIHIBHHIEN DI6V6H!
LevevmsSHIer el Lrmiseiedmbal  Oxfley Gauiwutiuceyeisr  iCxCsuemer, 40%  ouGermy
QUTSHBTENT DlgliLenLUTeoTaHTE Ee0s0Toed ‘Blosvdlas i @6l LBHIw UL gued @aTSedhbal
Osfle) OQFuwiLGe]. o emepyTldl oFHamyFmuseEpdssTer  LIgHBdseler —eremienidbma
4486 @e0pbg 8356 Gupma  oiFsfsaleiengl. FULsHer 27(f) ereienid LNfleydseniowl,
@6uBeum o siepyTl & SiFHsTrgmuLd 25% Ouentismend GamaungmHHe0 Geuemi(BLd. Ljgw
opevwuiers), @aGaumy odusd sldujd SmGaupurL  QUUIFEWIDIL LI IQUIs0SMm6rTd
FHTHHe0  Gaui  Gouewi(Bd. (pHevTeuskl ULgwed, o flul eI LIFSSHISHTS BUblbalii L
dpgpgsaia  Cuuismend C@ETaiyhbGD. GbHUORGEHT oABHGMBHSS 10%
QuemiaeTed SHhHHe0 Gouewi(Bd. @FeWILmTeug UL Igulsd, ‘Gevdlsd i sel’ UBiul LILguisd
G DiFHed 50% GQuemiaeTas EhHHe0 Geuemi(BLd.
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GBHS e1emTenTHmBUTeOTeT SHFIBIHEN6T RHIHHH CFUIISHET LPeVLD
SluJse  LpHmaHsae Spfweder GuTHIILTILaeT Eemenibhl
CameTUSBSHD, Seufsenen OIFuisd FHUTL L  IHSFILSBSLD,
oIrdwelsd FHUBMSBSL CUaTTSEHHGH6TeN Bulsvieno GHTLTLIe0
CuTgIoEseT  WHHUTD Hevayd SIILITTWSHMS  LOTBHBIISBGLD,
SITFWeNIsHO\H6IL umflwenailed B&HewwF GFevsuafiiLens
SlLILEDL WTHS CBTeNIL DIFUIGD HeUTFTID, DIEIFTN6T, DOV
BGID  eueipenB  CUTEBABMBS  HBHS  BBISSIUSBGOTET
QUTGUTBMIF FHSTLILGLOTEIH 2 (HeuTdhsLILIL (HeiTeng). '

SpFweled CLeRTHNET (LPSHEUTTERTENLD

Quemtsefienr  LITHHHSHHIeuDd  HEdHGHmpeuTear UL HnHd
CamewngBlILUSBS Ls0Gam SMyeniaeT UREGeMULF GFuigieTermer.
Quemtsefenr LgaBdoHaieud eemenidamnasuied WS GmpeuTsd
sTenLpL!  9ICxGaumern, SIFFuielsd GLIETH6T HTERTL GG GlFLIeL
(pemaeLiLieien  FEUTL 96T S WSab GHempeauter BHleneoulBGeoBu
o GieNedD  SiUFHTaNHBLIUL BelTengl.  OLewIHEHHCHHEB 2 6iten
urgbuflw GBULU euSUTSSHHIHE DRSSO GULPRISLILIL BETETenLOu|LD,
SIHHMBW AL LRISHEHHEH DaUTH6T (LpeiTaiflento aulpmis Gelemt(HLD
aeid  CamyuupGdapenowd Bssmasw  CursdBsTer  LFSme
STPETHRIGENTGD. OB (VD  Felpd, GEUTFTY  LBHID  SHIFFuied
FHeNmHIF6MED  DUTHEHSGH6TeN B 1D S BULUGSSILULB, DieuTH6l
SIrFweled  QFWed (UL ET QUGS  HBHSHBLILGHMS.
augeorBml FHuled Crrs@Gamauisd, Devmensuisr CHdw oFfluieded
(PTCRNMYUITSHS STEWILILIL L QLIS EH6NT DiFlEomCart] Hei & BLou
LT DITFWCOATHBEDL T HOSB(HHS 2 86| (WBHILTHC6!
(HBLILGT HIGV6VSHI HEWIAUT) HOHHTRT DTFUID LTHMU 6)UEHHIH

10. Kodikara, Chulani and Samuel, Kumuduni. op cit p.4

11. 2017 &0 Bevmlensll UMITEHLSBSH0 13 Quewt o mitiflenssT EmbSHeo.
B3186 LTITEHLOSTBHH0 DIHUJLIT sTewTenidbemauiled GLemt LFsHBlesem smemriul L
FHSHTLILIDTGLD. LOTEHTEm FEOLISM6NS HMULILSHBE (Lpaien], lemed 3% GLiewTeerleon
AP Hsalubmds OQaramigmbmear. 2018 oub SLWIBHE (WeTen], 2 sy
oiFsmemuseied Guemiseier LHrsngdsseud Geoupid 1.26% o156 BHHSHSI.
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CamewiLeny.?  GQueniseT oFuied CFwBUTGH6TNe0 FHUBSB i (HF
Geded (GBLuUD BEEpID &) DUTHEHEGETONT  UBLUTHHMS
Al b OBThEEF CFUIHNGBL 6B DiglilenLuled SIMLOHSSHID,
(Feps  LBEID  SPFWed)  CUTHISHEMEISETN60  DIGUTHEHDHES 66N
FOUTL L& GMBSHSH! DHILNBSGBHIOTRT DLeTHSHH H([HHAHUIGO
STTWILTHL  QUeHTSH6T, SHTHIHMTHE6 HLoH DIFFuIed QFWBLTHSM6I
UMIWDISHIH  Cameideameny. @sHHmaul SLGUUTHLD  &BLU
DIWHIHHIBEHD LIS EDDHE (PLBEHBLMLHNTH  DIGLOGUSIL 60T,
SIrdwed UFLLTled SlouTsmen  GeaumpienL Ul  (LIQUITSHEITHEMTHALD
S5 F el (Hlemser.

SIrdlwedsd  STewIILBL  suali(enBd  GLbUsvHeMer  FHUTH
wppd elégreml Hyghgdsses 6z pampmiouilsd Gsjse
ysmy&SH15sTE gBUBGHRB DHS 0Feve] LB CILIGTITSEHSHST60
FHMLBNMS  Dlemdlgiper.” oia6al, BHHMBUI @ LDHIeN6VSH6 60T
b Caimeded Gumiiui wpuBdésdems  OQuemiser “ibfluimeng
GOBHSAUTHE” G FUPSSHTE0  PHHDT  GDHBSLILBESSBEN].
B FwBuGBmeFT] SIFdlwedsy GuUeTHafer GFweOPeeILLOE
LBIGHBLSHETEN [HemILST60s5 HemL CITEIBTE EHhHEH 6U(HES GTBS.

QUTGUTMBMIGL,  6T6LEVT  Felpdh  Himleuaibiselleild o eiten
OLTHTNTe0  SESBTOSIILLL  HMELUEMIDHHIO!  UBLITSHRISET,
SIME!  DIHHBICIBTRIBEHL 6T CFHTLTLIEHL WILIQUTGTTED, LITEVH6n6e0& T
alFHpempsenst  SoTailugded  GOUUILSHHS  STESHMHF
CFsHd BmbHar." BHHmaBU GHLmalsy, HITdlulelsd GlLemTa e 6o

12. Jayawardena, Kumari. Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World, Zed Books,
London (1986), p.129

13. sBButensw BxJHe0 (WOBEMDSHEBTR H([HHSMIE6T DBI(PaUILBGSHSILLLCUTE
aulLmy  (waopmwomw  SlpasiuGsHumwsatear  Urster  @llaGameisenelt
QSIBTH, 2_6ITEEThILOL L SHAHVIeNTeN FepsdF OF BT LTENMTH6T HLOG OFLBLITHSm6T
(WPSTOIBHS FLOLDT 60T HONSHMSH ST HEHBE) GULPTRIGH BT BHbeHSI.
gOenefed, eAHTFTY  (PEOBOLOWTERIH 2 6iTehT  LNJUSHBHIN  aUGULIIHESGLD
SIFBMIbOSSMTHEDSESCD DihHmaeul auruiliemu DieflSE HHoHS.

14. An idea expressed by Farzana Hanifa at the discussion on women’s politics in Local
Authorities organized by the Social Science Department of the University of Colombo,
held at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. 14 August 2018.
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(PHUTEHTIMD  GBHDS SHSHIHTLD @aienpd OFTLmes Geuam(BLd
IRILNS BT BBl HRISHFHEHTD. DIHHHHHMTL 60 GILICTITHEThHDHSHT60T
BOL @HHS mLE GPHBH PBISGHeusmer! Ligsrer GHsCsrenmsd
CarewiLemwhSH. 2018 B0  OUNIBEHHITOT L SIS (B
(WenBedld DIN(PSILBSHSILL L HeO([hHSH SHLOTT QeIBeny D60 (HH6IT
SLOHSHIGTETENOLITE), DISHSHMBWL  HHSHHTLDVS  OCHTLRIGHIBBES
@& QummGswTer GCHIT eEUSID AIAITHHHIHSHFUIS. DLETTEID,
Qo rHpdHsae Sirdlwelsd Oueatiseiea (WoHaugTasieno GBsHsH
gBapemIb  HevpHEIMTWTLs0&6T UBls  Cametalliubeals oiflsrsd
STLILGH GBS, ObhPH DLEUGILOTEIH, HL[HFH QETBEN] et (HH6rT 60
o e6engmdl Bpleuamiseaisy LyHHSsHae Dirduieded GLiewiasee
(PEHUTTEHTND  eTlaiianlld  alLWSHmd  BOL(POBLILIGSHSHINSBES
aBHsIULL (wuBFeemer LflFevener GFUIISHET (LPeVLD, 6L LD
uBBlul FbUMSSIBGL Lateamrar &mSHTLed (post-hoc dialogue)
QaIBS  CFHTLRIGSBEG aHHalbFBa. Satmpl  DFFuied
GLMAT6D HeVHSHINTWITL 6oTandl Guewiseflar LFHns)saieshamaud
(PSAUTTEHTMOMWIWID  QIIILGSHSHIAS UBBPIL  SHeuais@aleneuu
Carenngmebas GeuemiBD. SieueuT@B, 2018 o eTenpITldg CaHsHe0H6rM 60
aBsaiu’ L  pBurdarer bHHJey OCHTLIHSID (PeTCeIBHHIF
QebeolIlL6d  GouawiBD.  DISHMBHWCHTT  SIEIGPBLITEIG,
SIFDIFHID  HTFTRISRIBNNMBID HU L HEODISEHIGBEHHESG SILIUTH
CFevdlep GFwed (PeNSITLILETET GHQLSHE6T HRIGEITLLLD 66iTens
BoeasBEGD DleufWoTs o 6Teng).

(©\LI6U0T & (6TH S HIT 60T BOL @aIHESH umsiw SIBI(LPSHLOTOTSH]
rdpasaien Sirdlwedsd Ouesiaerler (LPHeUTTaHTENLOmL 61H 66 HE)
(WeTGarByiuieTendl Dle0svdI aUILILIBSHSHUeTeNH  eTeTliend HILTH
s BFar SlumLd GHSCsTeonTad STewlUl LS. ObhH
syieleng  QUBIGUBTETEH, OUeKiseleT  (LPHTTEGIEND LML
HHSHTLMVS OHTLRIGUCH DGD. SHHSHTL6060 DLUICITETTHE,
Cuewisefenr  (paeuFTeRienemW]  LIFsmer  LUWIlILGSSIUSBESL
Umis6 g gleiern ST FDIHID SITFFTIUBB B Bleuemis6egiD
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AL uihEeT GNHHIHS BHEVHBIMTUITQET]. DHHMBW BenL UTBaHeiT
QUIeBT S 61T 1A TOBTERIL FOUT60HEN6IT aleflSaIemIiILSBE
WWBFHSHmeULTS  EHHSH60T.

@smates  gByF el (pedmenouuled  LieTehLommI
STEOOTLILL L G| :

1. OeueiBeaumi &L Fb61il60 BmhH3
o eIl dl  oiFsFmUs  Caiseded  GumiguilL
Guewt LITHHFHBEHL 6T H6VbHSHIMIUWITL 60H6IM60 FHLIL L 6DLD.
6T606VT  FLOW BB Beds Gl SHID  (LpEBITE
Uy Sp P SgieudHems 2_QIFLILESHSID GuUITBL G,
B\ H60HSHIMTUITL 60561 & (HETTEH6L, GumrebLIF Lo,
Gammiorsln, Ceuedsio, SIGHHITEIW, DISBGTere, LSS,
Gxmaiev, ey, SpemeowgBaulbly, CUTHSHIATN60, QBL L 6,
LITGRILD LOBBID LIeOFy SL&dlul o 6ieepyml gl 15 mIeeTmhigert ot
ranasenLer G bOumper.  oIICuUesT  LIgHmglsern
mbAw BChrFws sldl (UNP), médw wdsel &gHbay
weiiewreml  (UPFA), 1nfeomisr asbdizeg oLd  (SLEP),
wéEHem  alBdmer  (Weaieieni  JVP), soip  GCxflws
g Lewwliy (TNA), ufeorist (perdedib srmidgerd (SLMC),
OIF0 Bevmiensd édeT  sThIEread (ACMC)  oBmibd
wemeowls  1dHeT  (peateteni (KJP) el sl Hsenend
GaibBHeuTHeNTHd BTEILILIL L 6.

2. o eepymldl Ppeuamsefler LIFHHEser, SFsFTIUBG
BBleuemiseT, BHTHe0HET SLMMIHEG(L) LOBBID EeVmIend
® 6B SLEHEND HIBIUTD LB UIIBISIEHT  DIVIIEVTH6IT
o 'L, GBxizsed Slustallys sLmwHefed FHLULL
DIVIIGVTHET — DISHSBIL6IT — LITITEHOs o miileysel
LB CUITHL 6oTTeat L60Geum &H6UHSHIMTWITL 60H61T60
Qe (LPEDGOTLIL|L_ 6T LBIGsHBEBTLD. B5FHmaUl
H6UHSHIMTWITL 6056160 HLEmTHEHLD LIS EIHLD LIMIE LM 6T
GTRTLIGBIL 63T, H6VHSHIMTWITL 60H6MesT GUTSHI (LpeiTeneussBLILIL L
SIUSTENLILSHBEHD L6 | OFUILILILIL L 6.
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GoguIlb, Gafle) OGouwiu’L  Ouewr LiFghgsment
LWIBBIeItLgSed UL B 16w eTmIS 6T 6uTaILD
uWIBpIeILLTeTTSaNeTeID  LWELGSSILL L LUIBSSament
MBHTEVE6T LiflFevenend@ o U LGSHSLILL L ar. DIBHBUTEIBI
Cafley Gauwiin’ L Quewt LUFgplgaments LuliBpielliLIged
FOULL SIJFMIS BBIURTHIS6T, DIJFSFTIUBB DINLOLIL|SH6N
LBEILD  LSMmeVSSINSHIET  SrBweaBeapsd  Caihs
uwIBpeItuTeTTseEpd CohIsTemed GEFuwtUL L ar. QFfley
Q'L OQuewr LrdHnHseEprsstes FULID  OBBID
Fps Homowsdemed (Law & Society Trust) eupmis
Cuwin’ L owjeysefleddmbs  OUBBISOBTETEMILL L
LHII B DNHMBBHEHD B ILIGLILTLIR|HOHET H6e16TEHH 60
dBHHIH OBTeTenmILIL L 6.
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QueisendboTan G @@ibdl igamed wWJLeuduieorer &L g
S LIS E6IT (pevld GHBUBSHSLILILL. FeuTedLSH6IT

QueNTBEDHOBN  GHMBHSULFD 25% B QHSBL ML &
BHUMSHH0 6TBHHAT60MEV 6TENB STT6WIHH M0 (h GILILIT [HlUILD6oTL
Ul weneo BIFTSFULSBSTEH6TEN GJBLTHS6N, SFFlied S &oHEmHdHE
obugE  Fambeuraienpd CamBmialsser. QUTHISHMHSHe0 (Public
Sphere) Ouemiseflelr GauIsd (LpewauliLmen FHUTL QTS alldSTFTTLD
SOBTHDS HTERILILL L HIL 68T, © 6161 DIHBMIFenL oL L &6 HhHE!
Gxdlwwl L oFwedeaiemy SMaTHHsh HeThISeTIID CLicuwse e
URIGUBBINS GmBhad HameoulGalL Bmbaa. “SUiirsdeneremnu
aleflsaenrs@n alLwdHHed, SiFdlwed sl dseir, CHemeuliLBeHSLILILL
erenTemnbenauieomen  Guemt Geul Limenjaenensd; SHOH  LILIQUIEOSH6IT60
o sifeummiiG CQUIBLB Us0Couml SHHHETTUTLRISMmETS  e0EHULT6 ([H
B(BHSHEMLDMLIS BTEI(LPIYHSHGI. DISHSHMBI FH(HeEmTHIG6M60,
15. Qurgieuts, @ LITCsaHHed QFLOWpeIILTES 2 6ieTeuTasCer o 66y SIFFleid sl
LNrBaufldb@ld FTHAHUWID 2 _6T6eNgl. o HTIEwIoTS, aleUFTLl FRISHIS6T, alenenT B HPSHHISHET,

LogemT  SLHMY  FMIEESeT CUTEB Feps Bipleuamseaisd FOUBDH 2 6en] OIFdleidE el
MCaudldba aufleu@HeH@D OTTHEBRIBNTS DIeNIOWLIGIBLD.
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o 6] LIF(paETHEHLID LIFLUOWILTERT SIFFUIed  Li6iTer b ehL anild
Bevalw o meysel, FMH, euGly wLBEID AarsHaHes CHTLILSET
Gumeiipen QUUIT HWeTBIGM6TL CLBBISOETeTMSHS HILOTENSEGLD
FTrewiHenTd  SewwhHear. oo  GQuemiset, LIFmhaHw L GHFHev
QUETHEHHE BHST CaFenaumTBBIUNBBIILD, (PSBWIDTE DIEIG 66N
SLETHEE  SHFFed  HMyeoions  Hodstar  Geul Lflenoenwil
QuBmIS OFmeiTEpHD ol uiGHHe0 DTFluled S HoeMemmed SiaUTHeiT
fAmpbs  WeompUled DIBISHIHHILLTIOE  HTEILILILL 6.  6TLDLDTED
CrsTamians@d o LudssiulL, 0sfe CeFuwdu’L  Guew
rHBHsendsa@ wsHHuUlen, 2 6en] DiFfuiedsd wrLaduns FHUL B
QUHBIB  SLevtHemen Loeneiaiony, CaHTHseT wBBID o Beaieryssl
FHA(pemaiLelien S FflenwiseT  OBBID  FULSHSHTONBET  FeLps
peveTflF QFwBuUThEefed FEUL BTN SWTHT (LPervedid Wjaidse,
yeJeumpaueidslitl L alHemeoll LedseT Suisbsll Gumymefsel
oBaiLear  dfw  CammLedseled  Famouwlsd  GgmbeurenisenTas
FOUGCsuTT CuTe GBI  STewIlILL L 6.

@M by 2 saions, GHHH G CBTGHule
QuemtQemT(Heuy 17  eu(BLMIGBeNTHS S duler  wsefl]  GHUWF
gooLuled OmBHHAUITE AHbHOUHS Ll — DIIGLIewTen 6T
OBaLF  Quupwwerd QFUSCUTH  Geuslds  LIJCHFFmUSE
o]  (PSHEWPHTHS  Ggfleurduerenty.'t  o/CxCauemert, GBHS
s 4, BS@omm Guemiensw GUWT Bwweld CFUIS(HHSSH.
Obd  HWeomerdl,  WPBBIWWsTe  oibsldular  Lysw
SIMLOLILITEN(THEEHLD SILIG\LI6v3T 60T 65T BHEWTA(HEGHLD @enL_uied
pevalalbd OBHEBSIOTET 2 _Beal  DIQULMLWTHS BTG
GuBosmeTeniLl L gL @FE SreviLrausTsd GBIULIL LU L eufler
alLwsHFHeo, Slau] 0sfle] GFUWOULG UM LTSRS  FenLuied

16. Qaueda LpGss geu o miileamLer 2018.09.26 b HosdH GLDOUBHG
Gmismemntev.
17. Qeauedao LpGss geu o miifeaimLer 2018.09.26 S HosdH  GLDOUBHG
Gmismemntev.
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GremeuwmBiw LIeiTenBbgnl, DleuTH CQFTheHd SITD SHHET DieuT
g PBxss FmusGHS zfley GFuwiul L o mnlern Qe
eTeTLemSL LB DINSlh S (HdHSalevenev. eb(pL 6T Gudluwl GLIHLDLITeVT 6
o oiepITldl  ouewt  LITHHSHBEpHD  UTITEHoEs 2 nIlilerysenLd
Camewembs CUTHIeUTE SHHHBIHemeowTendl, GeupioGer i%hsHmBL
SIDOIL_TRIBRIHMET  SIQLILIHLWTESE — Osmeni(h  DIenLhHE (hHHCH
RUW, 9B GhBmeusellar  Hbseosemen  SDlCWTBBIWSTHS
STTLILIL 61606M6V.

“Oosendsd  SHued  upplu  ebsGaumy
QILICILAFTUIPLOGOEM6V. BojHeT QI Fiemevds
SBISOBTeTOT  (WWWBFAILFCBL  DIBSHIOTET  [BT6ITS
QU(BLBIGENGTUILD BIOLILIT. L0& B6wTL BT6VLD LD&DHEHSHBTHLI
Lewfluimmasiw Lileten Gy @bd BLGib@ BT 6ubSHIeTEeTLD.
B CLITHILSBEHL 6T BT6WIL BHBVBSHI DIFH6T  (LPGVLD
SHeiFIOTET SIS mHLT  CUBmeTGenmd.  BUIGLITSH
QI FUIemevs BBNIHCETOTUSBEHTEE6 B IO IS ETHDHE)
FIDLIGTLD  QUIPBIGBLILIBSB DTS

Bxmalev LpBxss Femu o mii ey

“GuoBeorL 1oL LMTa@LGLITSI GG 6Thd: BT 6T
Bps BLHSS B (Wwopemw eeailsl  FpirsGeu
266G SY6TTEVILD, BHemert GIFIeD (LPBLILIBSHSHIDGLITS]
B3 BOSLILSBIOTEHT  QEBTHS — HTTLILIBHDGOTBSI.
JOlTDBTED  HewTeUTILOTI ST B SHFHl60  LoenaTailLi(BLD,
ShBLOTIHNT B SHFHeO  DFBGTIOTTHEHLD — GLILIT
Bluioed GCLmpeTTeNeTy. BUICILIWTSH6T nBLIGITIDENIOS 6T
Gurepeujser. BalfsereT Lsuflarmed LgSsMle] FaHluisd
AbBEBE (IpIQUITHIeTeNSL.”

Gammorsy LIP8xHs Femu o mililery "

18. Gambeuev LgCsms gemu o piniemLer 2018.10.03 b Hadhl L bELBMB
Gmismemntev.
19. Gammomsw Lg6ss seu o miifenmLer 2018.10.03sb Hasdh L DOLBEG
Gmismemntev.
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“OUItlemTBaT  QILIGED  10FBaD  BeDETUICITHET.
BUfH6lT S L BBESGF FUPSLONSGSGLOOUTHILD HLOS]
STUIoTisesL Gar@ui F(ipHioeldEaimey.”

LOTSHSHMMB LOTeUL L LITITEHLoTB o miti ey

Qe ouTerd e BhE  CBTEIBaIBS
CFwBmHWITS S Fueed GEEZTRYNNY: )R
Fweded  DUTBEBEBS 2 FhHSH D  QaIDl
2 _(hUTGHSLILLIQ(BHEHTEO DB QIeNeydheh  FMLILITS
BwpBEGLD. ‘CoHmisTul 2 flio e  GUITEs GRS
BrIG USFBLUUSD 6bD USSP Gevenev.”

aBGreven LITGss e o milifery”

SIHHMBW  OUTHIMILGHH0H6T  @elall WiGHHdHES L (BLb
QUMTWIBIGSLILIL L QTeDalLTHS — STERILLLal60em60 616  [BITLD
SIUSHTENHCHTLD:

“ YT D606V CILIGWTENIT 6TeTLIG6V6V LigFdlenet
o1aTLIBsH FHLF] 6Tl eUMBUI6D 6TOHI [BLOLISNBUITSHLD.
(pSHeoTeiigSieud  oBmID  UGTLILIGIGL 1960  SHTeTLILI(BLD
IBBS BT B6NT 6TevTLIeummlest DiigLiLient_ufle0 LiT&feneorser
2 _QTENET. DIFHMET FUTISS 2 L L(BSHINUSBS Dipflaisd
FBBSHAUTHNTS B(HLILIGT, DIUTHENT CLIGCRTSENT £Y600TH 6T
6IGUTLIGI  OIT(RSHIOMMWEI. BIPSHBHUI  HEVTFTTHIHET60
o2 aten  Ouewizeflor UBCUTSEG SHMISHTD  DjeUfH6rT
SIFFBMTSHHIESG — QUHAUSBD  61apd  Fev  LlgsFFlemevaser
&aifss  plpuwingl.  Salideid 6ok S Fuleveien
Cuemtaser  eflgFlurFiorarauiser. SjeuiseT  fiaied
Awpsauiser, seoramy Fauisand Geumiin L eujserr.”

22

&HFH6T alBHemev (Lpeterrent LITCHF Fewu o miliileory

20. OTHSHMDB OTeU L LTITEHLOeTS 2 piifeanmer 2018.09.1284b Hag S bCOLBB
Gpiyemente0.

21. obETeave LI8sHF smu o minilermler 2018.09.26510 Hadh S DOUBB
Gpiyementev.

22. &6 alBHmev (Wateenl LIpCss e o miilermLer 2018.09.20 b Had)
BL1bEUBB Chiasmemnten.
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ereueumpTUienId GuBampluaBBISE LOTHBBLOTS, BID FhHHHH
SICxpz FeovwF CxFphs GQuent o eiepITldl o mIIereymmHeuT, SHerHl
sewiead] OIFweded OFwed (WemeTlILL el FHULIQMHHES GUTdeid,
Fra1  BaFHeds0 GUTLIQUIL.  (LP6ITEITT  eTelAIMSWITET  OIFdlulevlenid
FBHUL 6160606006 [HHTEILOTS  61(HHHIDTHBT].

Q&0 S L HH60  FepS  aUFUTHRIS6MNED — FHULL
QuenidemeT  BTQFOFIID  SleuTHemen  Goul LMo LG 6SHBHT6T,
SI6V60ZHI  LMFLULTS  BLBSMSLICUTV, 2 BeFFalemnd, HLOHE
GouewrL I L oupdsTer 56  pmid  Sgmdw Wryssie
S fedwill UeoLILBSHSH60  eTaeuBmBleT SIgliLenLuled SIeUTHEMETS
BxIHOHBLILSBSTE (LplgeUTegl FOLHSLILIL L &L dulesr Lgmhauint L
et SFFwevaurgsefleamBsoBu  eIheHsILL L. ool B
@mUp UpmhHwwl L Myussien o fufer  aledgfllienu @b
alemenaurss CaThHBI6TeN  9CHCalemen, WLOBILMBD, GFLBLIGHIEN6L
DITFUIGVI & 61T TEINRIENG)) 61b &l HLOT60T gMUTL 6L U LD
CaTewngmdbs (PIQUITSH GCLIETSEHT Feven] SieeUTBl SIFFUIeISE 6l
BIOWWE  CFUIaSSHID o 6Tengl. ealeummBTuieid, &Fepsd  FHluled
QFwed(emeILL a1 Smewrlil’ L Guewigdenet  Geul LITET&HenTa@Ld
@hs WUBFALDHEL, i CHTLIUTE (PQOLGSHESD oL L BiHee0
OuicvsT 61 60T (LPSH T TEUETEMLOGMULI SIrFuwieded 2 6iTerf&HaHe0
LS, DL Foeflen eaupenoWITeT SiFamyl CuITTL &30
SIIOLITIHM6T FHLUBHHIMUMBHBUI 2 6RIGHLOUITET  SHIGnIE)(LPeDBULITSHS
CBTHIYHHBHMD DleUBHTNSSLILIL L .

o gmyewions, 85%  HODTHeT  QUHIDLITETEIOUITS o 6iTen
GHH ol Ly geaed S ChFwd gnl Lenoliledmba 6wy
BwarSmall CuBs  Ouew  Sjeleaul LTTHHe0  LIFueoDTeteulTEHea) D
o wy gndeowd GCaibsHeugraalb, LemTeurpeueilsbaiiul L (P66t
all(hHemevriLel 2 mIIIeIyTHa|Lb STEOTLILIL L. SleveuT@,
GPHSOUTH el LTISHHenss  Balg STlssLIUlL  SFSlulsd
SIFBTTHMBS ~ OaTewiBeiren  wfeomiasT  (perdeditd  STEISFerdent
Gaulumenieny e1AHTHSHIT CUTLIQUIBUSBES, SISV EEURINS  LDHSHEIT
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sTRIFTeD s fwmerg  alememuml BHEHmBulsd DiFev  Eevmiend
FHuled QeuBpsiEIuBM SBELTHID CFWIED (LPenSTLILIL 6T Fepd CFeneuuien
FOULBeubd  WeuHewimmeueny HenliBssd  DmbHH.  DFFuieded
BeweuliTen FdHleusHma (substantive equality) o pFliLBSH 60,
augeuTml OBEGHID SFFweded Emha alevdhd meussLILLL @b
Galaremy 2 eaTaummhids CBTeTensHe” LBBID DFduied SIS STILI
Gumgm L SFHeniell Quemidenen FpLUTs o 6TafIshsish CBTeTeUSTHIS]
DIUTH6T  OFWed  (LPEMETLILIETEN  LIMIGTENTHENTS  6U(HEUSHMBETE
AMUIENL  SIOITHEDSE aIDBISSIGID Curems ol wkisCear 25%
BLaasS oL IBWSILGSHUWSET  (poHHW  GBIHCHTeTHMTS
SIDWHI(HHHE. OIS (PMBeOUL  THTMBUWITET  e6flufed
maUSHIL  UTTHSEHILIS. FFweded CUemTHmeT 2 6iTerTsHaHe0
aaTeId el uISHHe0 Beitan(pld @F BewLGeuell smer LGS BSI.

Baijzed GFwed(pens, CFfla CFUIWNILGSHE LBBID
2 GienT s SiFEM Femusefleorer FEUTE

QUETEHMET QUL L MIHIBEHHOBIT QLW HWaID CFUIgHe
oppid  aldsramgl  rHBHssans  Uliguiedselsd  SieuTHer e
QUWTHem6T 2 6TUTRIGHD S WeBBISSTT  QUTDIIL &L fulle
SIMLDLILITETENIULD, FBpled slduler  OUTHIFQFWeLTETEMTUILD
FTIHSHTGSWD. GUHLLLTEID SieuTHeT SLenT  DiFFulcveurdlsenTaBe
ST LGS aBery. & DISBHILT (PRaIedL WD @ 6L W(LPLD6DED
BUGueseT, Cafgeder Ueaemal, alalsraml FSbasaiel
UL QWIeeTL Tdd SHLOSSTT BTSN  QILBD3ISOST6TeUSHBELD
s Huled oflwed oIFPSMD QEBTemiL SLemsaiGBuw Hmidulmas
Gauemngueengl.  HIHBMIHH0  DIDTHBHIOUHBEHTET  HIUILDOTHMS
QUIPRIGUSBSTE LITHULLSTTONS, GHBIHS Flev DiewLoLILITeNTSH6i 660
utedwied  @evehdlb CamyliulL  FbUMISEHD USHeuTsujeerenr.™
586, QLBOTHHS CHTJH60 LITFTT BLOUGHMSBWID eSSBS

23. Ferzana Hanifa, Discussion above. 14 August 2018.

24. Sexual bribre sought from actress to contest from MR’s party, available at https://
colombogazette.com/2018/01/07/sexual-bribe-sought-from-actress-to-contest-from-
mrs-party/ party /(accessed 17 June 19)
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weped  RaMIGuCW  GLIb upIBEBE. e  GEFulwiul L
LesTaai(pid, BHTHNGBGLI LISTRIITET BT60HH 60, HIMT I8% SLewmidmen
2 GTeNLSGHPH OB  (LPMBEDLD  QEMWBIEUTe0 o (heuTdsIUL L Tl
R&SIVID, DISHBIL 6T Sewiseler eTBLUILTT  aLULleTeneTEenTaHa 6L
@UGuemseT  QHmABUL  CeuemTiguleendl.  EFGDHeNEOWITEIS),
p&SIeI@y BT @M 19HHS OLewIsaleT (LPHAITTERIENID  LiMsIu
BHHSHSTLEJL LBeSamicbslLL  (PQUITSH @EIBTEGLD.

“Oaieuemy BTV  eTerhl Beawtau@r  SHluieiled
FRULB  UBLSTT.  DU(BSS — DIGDIOLILITETED]  [h6ilS
Oafluyd.  Cuuwifplunoers LSSTSHH0 BT
SIDWPSHHIF  CFDBHID  6T60IHI  HEOTUTHTEI.  6T6II6INTEV
2 _MIUITHBL (PIQUITSE 6TTLIGTED, LIgFTTsd Fnl L MIGeed
2_epumppluigih jeujsrer.”

aBGreven LITCss genuuier Ouewr o mii ey

QUL 19uielaieT 616015 OLiBLD
2oL G&LILBLD O W60 6160dG ebSLI LFFFleneutid
B(h&EHAT60MV.  6TeTHI  HETOU(IHDBEH — DIDLOLILITETEN]T
B&I& Gaflujb.”

GmBTHL LUrCss genuuier Guemt o milifery™

@rE B ChisTaned OFU1H, SHHLEID (PQHFH 6T606VML
QUeETTHERHSGHID DTFulelsd FHUBMBBE DIGUTHETH &6 6T
(PIREWITET  RSHHIMPLILS  HoLSHHHSH. pUIId  SieuTHelt
SIDH JMUL &HBLOUSH L LOHHSHID HewTLTHeMLO(HHHID LevGauml
algwrer sdlifalamaumBupenssmentl CUBMIHHHEIT. 2 SHTTewIoTS,
gy iCss Femudbarsll Gurliguil L (wperdedb Guemt Geul Limery
ROBAUGSS SIS Hewial] wHEID CUBCBTT BT6| eupBIEUTbHS
BungHeuid, SIIBsul Limenflesr FCHTHF @hHeuT SI1GLewT Gaul Limemflest

25. oIBETaven LIT8sF geu o _mpinilermLer 2018.09.26 sub Had GLDOUBEB
Gpiyemente0.
26. G@ETHn LI8ss gFou o plifermler 2018.09.24 s Hagd AL DOUBHB
Gpiysmemntev.
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WwelB& Unss adlemu  Geuelullipmbary. Feo GCuewse,
D oFfwedsd FHUBBmeT, DFFWEded QFWIED (LeMeTLIL|L 63T
FOULL S  SHeosWIsemer ealfenbs FLflenownsd  &HHa
ALNIEGT  DCLBSHB  DuSHBHB. puleDId  GleuedsLo
pBss Feuuler Ouewt o @il ey, SHeaigh Hhengules
SIrdwed  QFUBUTGHEHHES @RSIHIMDLIL]  aUPRIFLGUTSH  DISBES
NFHTe| AUPRIBUINHHS © BelaTTHEHD HeUILITHEHD, HTET Hellumsll
Gumiuil L Gurgl sadstear  sadHjlomus  CaflalsHhbhHHTHS
GEuICLTy. @mGuems GCwryuwrs opfuweled FHUBMSE HEaD
QUTHSHSLOTEN  P&TBeL6L  6TerT  SleuTH6eT  DIIGUeET  Geul LimenmflLLb
OxfelHHmbHery. &Fowl HHpeUabseEbDd CuemdeT OFuieded
FHUBMS THTLILSI UDSHBHHHIHE LOTBTT EIBe60. @ 6L
Gaul umen(hh@ alsTenguled HESGHH 1 THAD, SeEToleTT(h GlLiewT
Gaul_men(hb@ Ueiefleumisd BOLISena QUIBItLE FepuuiL OHHSHID
aHTULSHET SHembLIUNBhs FDLIBISBEHD B HDHEHMIU6TermeT.

Gpysmented  QFUWLILLGLTHeT)  SiFHsomer LTS 6NT
aldHTamyl  LLiguiedsd 2 aTenL SaSLILL L eUTHeNITaS  E)(HHSHEMLOULITED
SUTHEHSGHSH CHIHe0  LIIFISHH@NLTE QI LIJD  Qelens
Couppiaareter  Geueutigul il W&o umflug FOUT60SH6IT
B mIHHaNe0m60. DHHHEUTHID, LITFTT BLOUIYHMBHEHHEHTH DI B
GFwed (pewerllL e FOULL OuedidenendF FhaHHdHmall CuTaiCy
aphHalsorer LIFgmysHdHled FHULQITES QUemTSmenLD &b H8HLD.
ey rGsg gemuuied sl enLLLpiFST6r aul LIFHdHle0 Cumliguil L
QLIETEGTT(HEUT DieiaL LM 60 eJenaiill S dlaoereo GUTL 1guill L Sy eu6r
Gaulumenysmensd CHTBHYHBH DIFHS GUIHLDLITEIENID  6UTSHGHSHENT60
QM WaHFHTa Geupplenwit QUBPGHSTT. CLmISErsCs o fldhsmen
GBLUL QuUTEILILSS6T, @6 Gaumenseflad - SIFID GUILILTS-
SMUUGHBEHHGHF OCFIBID  Fnl LEIH6TN60 HeUbHH  OBHTeiTemed
SIS Guemiaefe [BLIT LD (mobility) GaTLjurer Foups
LOETUILITTRIG GUTETB FaITeLHEHSHE) LDHHUINID, DIFFuied LIFFTymiEeTsd
UnGaB@ Cuemidmend SLLruid urgmligCul i5Gelemi(BLD.
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ureoeneoaTy alF(penpoHamen FaTISGLLBGSIHW CLIGRTS6IT
aHTCHTHEL FeuTeOSH6IT

FepsF CFwUBLTES6N60 CFWICOIPSILILIL T EUIRIS, SISH6TTEV
BOH BHSHBHEHMENF GSHATOTS CeuefILGHHHImIQUI CLIGTHEM6IT
SIUSTBIBEHHS 2 L LUBSHIHIUB 6THILSH eURINEF FPHHH0 @
CuTEHieuTer  SIDFIOTGD. WTeVd & Slevalerd GBS eTBeuTYI,
“Geu b OBBID LWD”  UBPW BHSHBDEOUITEIZH  B6OBINHSF
FUPBSHHDOT DlgLINILIMAIILMDSSH HIOTRNESID @h  SHTJemiUTS
o sifengl. @mIG eieTenenl LhHeUSH e HHECSH SieniLieensdsit
LWSFHBS arglTelenerTBH3IeL HBEGLD, GiewTL N 6iTeme6TTas 61T
o ass53Be uHpliusBGHLD &BBIG  CaTGHSILL (BelTereT].
FepafHuiled gbmis OETaTarIulL  LUTeOHeeaT] alld(penBoemend
FAUTISG o LUBSHBID  Lewisel, UWHMSH  DQLILIGHL WITSHSD
ComemiGL  oluBmBEF  FamasEe o LUpSsHiPameary. 6%
LTeUBlene0ad ]  ald(LpeNBHMeNF FouTeld@ 2 LUBSHHID CLemselt
Coul s5m8 SYLILDLUWTHS QBTWICL  DiHmens GCauislamery.”
ey UrCsssemusdd 0sfley Gl Geremr &b  (perdelid
Quewt o mlemseT BsTHe0 LIJFIIE  STELBLLGHHD HDdE
Goupl sl Fzefler et GeulLmenTEenTed  DIFFHDBIHBHE0H6N
GoBOsTaTenIU L &Te  6NbiL b gnpfleny. @ Ouemt Geul Limem(pLd
SIS STWTIHLD euTHSMIL BleneoSHHBES (P61 HBTH UTTHMSLI
pBuinasmisemen  a1FHTOBTamNIgHhHHMT. SICHCauemen, EeTaICLOT(H
Quewt  Geulumemflgr  QUBCBTHLL oGl umeenysh  CaHTHe0
Lygmmiselle(Hhal @& LoTBI dap HIFSBISHH al(BHSleerme]. Heialm
Quewt Geul Limenysefegid Spemt SyBFeUTanIHen CHiHev Lysmyd
FHTLHH60 2 L 60 FHUNGUTET HTHSHHEVHEHDHE 2 6ITenTaIull(hHbSHe0r].
oiFswrer  Quent  GaulumenyseT GCaHIsHed Liggmymsefled GFwIed
(LPEMEITLIL|L_ 63T FBHUL L LIQUT 660 SIGUTH6IT CeouBp s meien
GouemnouimBpHd @hH Feumeursd DHIC6 STewlILIL L Gl DIFFluledled GFwed

27. De Alwis, Malathi. The Production and Eembodiment of Respectability: Gendered
Deneanoursin Colonial Ceylon in Michel Roberts (ed), Collective Identities Revisited,
Vol.1, Marga Publishers, Colombo (1997) p.105-143
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(PemSILILIL 6T FEUGLD GLemi®eT SBOILTIPSED E6060THTH6NT 6Tt
Sleugmpral Cualiu@Galsmpen. Geusds LFCss Feanuiuisd Gumiguil L
@ Ouewt Geulumeny, “EHTRIGET PFFLONS GPHHF60 HeOTFT]Y
AU G6T OFwIBLL L Te GalemiBib. ‘GUumTd OBBHHIECHT6T6N
Gouewt_mb, OUelBEhHEG OF Fflegrg’ Cureim  GeTGeyeie
alLWhisemen  Fpsld  elad@  FWmpPlwd®  etend@nBIull L.
GlLIetT B 61T CLITHIGHH6MSHH 60 Glgwed (LPEMGUTLIL|6IT6TT6UIT S6TTTED
o maumtd  auBHBOBCUTH  SeufseT  (PSEIOBTHHS — CHISs
FaUTeLHM6T TSHHTCL ey auelmISHHS FMUlmHHSTT. @HGILIGT
BenpCouBBeHamigul Felpsd aUFLTHRISHEN 6TaleUTB(HHSTID SiHemenLl
QUTBLLIBSSTSI, Sielengl GBILISHSIIBS SeIEDSE WS
sLUUTH 2 eienomer  enbwpLer  Cudlw  oiFHswomer  GCILIETSEHLD
SUEMIBEBLD  UEIWLBISHS D Fn1lUTHH 6.
“o_misaT GG Gmeoalulenl bk BBBESHLIOTS
B(pHST6V, BRI 6T 615 66T DI [HB(BHHILD
Lieveflebem6y.  FepBSHSIHGHSF BFmeULITBLIOIMSL  LIBIF
FBFIISBS (LpevTevt], 2 _1oHI GHBLOUSDHI6NT LITSHISBTLINL
2 BN IIGSHFE6B T GorewiBLd.”
GmBTHL LCss genuuier Guewt o miifery™

“oteng GBIOLISSHMTHET BHIHINIBCUTSI 6TeTd:
2 galurs  Bapsen).  opuieid  GBLUSMBLLD
SpFleneould  Floplensvuiled  CBTeRT(BOIFOIBIHET  6TeT
DIITHAT Dligdeblg 6TevTefll 1D Fnpflevny.”

Geouada LI18xHF Fenu Guewr o miniery*

“Ouemmser AUl  FBUBMSBESGS  BHT6VIg
61BSHIMAUBE  (LPGTET], BHIFFWIOTES QI 1960 HLOGG 66N

28. cpany p8xs geu o pifermpLer 2018.09.30 S Had AL DOUBB
GpiysmenTeD.
29. @mprae LUi8ss gou o milifenmpLer 2018.09.18 subdladl @ LOLBB
GpiysmenTeD.
30. Qeueds Lf8ss gewu o pinieipLer 2018.09.26 b Had SLDOUBB
GpiymenTeD.
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SLLILITBHMET DIQUTH6NT LJSHHOFUISHI0BTaTET Gorevnt(BLD.
BIFFUIDTE  DIUJH6T  DBISVSSI  DFL ML SSHIOTS
BwdEs wipuing).”

Gammorsy Lf8hs Fevuuler oyewr o miliders?!

FSAMIULL  QFWBSHMHHeT Geomuld HelBul OlLiewseflL LD
OTHATD FHOHHH B  OTHIHIENEVS  HETENLOESBTEIL  LITEH N6V T
alFHweopsCenr  Beleurmrenr  fbsomerl CuUTsGHH@L  Llerermeo
BmEBeper. OHBHTHUI G660 HEOTFTIID OBMILD  DIGHLWITEITLD
ol eemmeuflal  HlUULL  CFUBHEMSHHOSD  eUHBEB
UGHsemms  CHTHslILIBeISIL 6T, Slen6 OILIGYTH 6T MESBWITEIT
Gouemigu QL WIMISEMTHa|LD S(HPLILBHD GTBOH6T TSI
GLrEams aunTHBASBIT. SeleuTpisTer Ouewisefler el L
QAUTDHMS  LOHHBAIMIOTET  (LPeHBUIEd LEhend  CFUIWLLILIGS GBS
FIUITHTWLRISET,  [HOL(LPMDBH6T  OBEWID  Feipsd  QBSI(LPeDBEHEIT
GureiBeuBenpl UTHIBTHGHWD OuTpItienull GuerkiaGen  giLobaleTer 6T
g bl  CuTsHImbHIDd BFH  aWHSBH.  ObhH
FhearIBuUTHG, OCuaiidmen ol SHHIHEG 2 6T6NTHEHMBUD
SBBEH FOHIHUMSULD HTWIGHBH.  DiFHeme0,  UTFLOLFUIOTS
LT H BB HHIHG 2 Fluigns BUILBGH @B CUTHISHSHMSHH 60, GlFuIed
(LPEDELILIGTETAITHEMTSL  aUHUHNBHHID DIUTHET mSHHLODHHEF
Cauiwinedemsey. GpisTansd @asled LITCHFFamL SLamr o mIli ey
Ry, UHsnassd 0xfle) Ol  Guewr o miniesemernll
uBlé GEUIGILELTEI, “SelCuisTer, SUICILIGHE6T SImeUhISHFHE!
Qamewtg(hdbd, DeUTHeNeT  Hewiaueon] il ige0  LleTenensbemerd

sotalas Colewmnguigisme” eaidh BHelunsd gapleny.s

31. Gammorsw Lf6ss sewu o miilermLer 2018.09.08 s Hadh GLbOUBB
Gmismemntev.

32. Coomaraswamy, Radhika. The Disrobing Draupadi: Women, Violence and Human
Rights,International Centre for Ethic Studies, Colombo (2000)

33. oi@reven Lr6ss geu o miifenmLer 2018.09.26 b Hagk GLDOLBB
Gmismemntev.
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9183  uteBmevaTy  alFHWwepseisTal,  Bhs  25%
BOLBHIGS (B (LpeBENLD 26Tl TH 2 6TEhITL & FmUsehsSH ey
Cauwtiul Beiterm  steveuTll OLIGTIHEHD (PEHICBTHHS Gouemigu jeiterm
SlQUILIHL WIS & BHHBIBENEIT o (HeUTE G 6360 B5HME U
FaUT60HEM6NL LIBYIL [BIGWTEITUIRD SH6UHHIMTTL 60HEHLD JiaeGel
GBRUILSFHdseM6| OHTLmSHUL Ball L et SUOLIGTHISEDHL 6T 2 66T
g5 oWl o pIlenTset LB, o 6iepITldl IHETTFmLS6IT
ueveuBplenr LenilwmeT QFTGHHulenpd @UOLewT 2 Bl feTTEamerT
‘Wrnopdf  (LfisTussseiu o pinler) eaeCp alufldsdamenry.™
@hs aHJlssTer gl wns alenmiGaugl, LTCss Famus@EHd
Osfle Geuiwiul Beten AUCUeDT 2 mIiNerTaeEneT DIGHBLOTCEIT
QUL LD eI aTa alldlSTamyLll ULl 1Quisnid@ 2amL mall GumiguiL menLo
SIsbev  LOMTMTSH, GCueiseier LITHHHSHBHHMS  6Tevrenlhamasuieo
1.29% @®edmpbaE  23.6% ey o wysHuleten  Sieujserles
rSHPHSBusHBISETRT S HTFTIL LkIeDs 2aHGald@Gl  Claupid
FLLMESLD RHICB SUGD. DIGHOOTOWTHSH aISHTFIII UL 19uIed
RBWEFILTE  UbSH pewidmensd  GHUIGLOUTE  DiSHHmSW
Bmeueviomen OHTEIUNGT PMBBIEHIOSH HETENLOMIS HTOT(LPIYULIATE06MEL.

SiFlseneuTerr Ouewt o MILLNSITHET  HIUILDETILL IQUIGD — (LPEVLD
Oafleurdl o sTenenouiemed, SIOTHEHEGHS  GBIGHHeMBBILL L
QI LTTOIDTeT B)606n60. DIHEMT6D, R(HGILIGT 2 BILITen DG uied
QurgIF OEDNNCEnRY FOHUGLEUTS, SIGIGULLMTHmSLI
rdBHHHILGSHID © pililearseie SieHyemelll GLBBISH6STeTe
GouemnguiHlensy  GMBLBS@IBSEH. 2 _cWIenD  616T6TOI6UBTBTED,  SL6I0T
o piferss SibsHmaswl FBUTL ML  aIfGaBLSevemne. SIHieIm]T
et 2 eI EeT SFHEHD CFIHHOUMHID UTHBTENT H6NHH e
SNNBSHF  QFwpuThsefled  CLBOSTETEMILGL — DIHBHMSW
FOUT. (hdb@GHd SBLWTST THTOL ST LUUBLD  eTemUHIL 66T, GiLieuT
o _miniery @meuj cpevlots DibHsmsw FEUTH GoBblssieminGL
Gural oIbs aHTIY CoeId o HATLTEHTE ENHSHGSLD.

34. Gumamewt Oamliordd, 25% @ QHIBS ML OTEHTEN  FMLSEHSEGLD
BRlUSBETH, FULID BB Fps  BbUdmsal  QuIpIliLssSHermed  gBur®h
Cauwiu’ L Cafw LWIBAluLLems, 2018 ggeewev 31, Q&TQLL.
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“IBrmigeT  OAuisd  LITFTISSe0  BWBIGaISHG
(Lpestevi @, HewTL &TevLD oa 10 erpL 60T GeuemeVEIFU I Lisv
SIDILIUBIGBNETL]  CILBBIGTEETTLD.  &Y60mTeL, EULIGII6wTEH6NT
BOnIG UbSHISTET HBmISCHTTeTC0  SHYTLDLISFleTBevT].
UFB6u BUTH6T OLOTHBHLOTHEETOT 5 QUIHL BIBEETUILD
oFluemevsd sBLFGBW GFevail 2 sTenar]. DIBSH
Bapizedlsd  Qfley  QFUNILILIL L TeOSTERT — BeUfEHemTed
Flov  umBaflLSHwenF  CFUIISTHIQUISTES B (HSBELD.
afbseflelphbd BUCLeIHT L IQWeeDTL TH  BEIG
b geTeTeT . SeujseT OlFu  wpuBdsG  Lewflser,
BIEIET  STLISSOT6T  QUTHBTOTIEHOMNNT  HENGHmD
BILILISBHTOT Qb BTTEOIOTSSInL DewiouievntD.”

Bxmalev LyGshs Fenu o miri ey

MrBsasdHeeion  oSiHLTHeT, ouFflugset Gureiy oFF
SIVIAVTHEHLD JCHTORUTHAIMBUTIED Felpd SHIMISHTIDOUMBB QUL
(WPHTTHS DLWIHETHLD 6THHMBW LT & Fleneunaeit G)(hbHEUTHILD, HLOEWLOF
FHHHHIH  HUHAHDIUTHAUSBSG DeUTH6T  alHLbUe]s0em6e06ILI6T
OST@IOT®mH  Guewt o miilern  enbOLD  Swpier.t  Sleurg
BHHSIH LY, ST @H Ouemt 2 mileamnrs o el OIHBSTeT
STFewIom@GLD. Gogoib, BereniGomm GuewT o mitiler GplliGamasulso,
ST auLFed (WWHIHHaITE  EeLeOTH(HLILGCH HeTene  SIGUTH6IT
BHeHEH 00BHBMO0 EHLILISBHTET STT6ILD 6T63Tmiy.”

ey UgCassgemuules  Ouewr o miilen@rmmeu]  Heg
LOTBMISHSHMBEDIML U GBS 6T Ll @ mIli e sendbarer Luing]
Q&led  HeUbHHICETeTEHD CUTHLGB, DSBOBMSH SWTITEN(HHS

35. Gomelev LpGsssemu o mpunilermrer 2018.10.03 S FHagd SLbOUBB
Gmiyementev.
36. Bxmalev U8z sewu o mrnieimpLer 2018.10.03 b Had SLbOUBB
GpiymenTen.
37. Gewedso UgCss gsemu o punienmer 2018.09.26 b HadH BLDOLBB
Gmismemntev.
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CumbbHed  gUIBBS WUBFASSTT.  eiGeuemenuiled, GBS
pBsas gemuuier GFweoreny, gCaH@IGLTMH euemBuied SIIGLIGT
o miien] GWhMmSU|L 6T aubHTe0 Cuebbhdl UBLILL GF OFevasBE&s
FHaiame0 @ eMdd  (pwndhl  eardhdn Ol pulmaalapr.
CuewisaTSgd  SpHwmer (Wweupuilsd SiFaTHmsl  LIFGuimad@Lb
o eiepITldl mpieue eafluifseie E&HHMBU BL HMBHBHMENL L6V
o 6y &l Hpelamiseied STauT(PUD. BHHMmBIL HL HMBHEHE,
o oiepITldl  Ppleuemisefled UamlWmBpBId SIFF  DieVIeU6eVTH6I
(WPFHBESTEwIH B BI6u6S & 66T HEN6VELT & (6ThL 60T CBmHIS W
Oamjysemens  Guamid, LBBID  DIEUTHEHLEGT  CBIHBBHLOTET
wempulled OBTHEHH60  aUThIBOHMmeN  CoBOEBTeTEHD  LevGaum
UL misefeoren  pUTS6TeUemT  alflbg  CFOHOIBT.  RUH(ILPB
Gouedasy 1I18xhF Femuuier Guewr o mIlearGrTmeuy, LITCHFFmLS
FHmevauTHl DCeuTFHOTGIBI Hettenen TIGUTHID COFTe060&H0\BT6THGH
QMHOUT, OBTLIHSH HOHEG LT LOSMEMUID  DILDSHSBISENETUILD
gBUBSHWSTHD DiFH OHTLILI0 Heweveu] Slsvevdl Gouml eTeu(HLD
o flul BLeYHMBHMET 1BHBHANG0MeV 6ITAID  (LOEBUIL IQ(HHSTT.™
QUH(PENB  LIGIeweT LMhST FeLuler FHev Ouewt 2 mIileargsenLd
Qaleneihgl a1l HF FHHICOLTEIMB BLTHS, SHalm] Henl QBB
6 gou Sojasefieud 6bHHETH SHHmBWD CFfellLsBE
oent o _plifenyseT  HSGHF  FhHHILLRISMET  aIDHIHT 6060
ARIBWID, HOMDGH HITH UTTHDSHDHENTEL HLQUIHHSHIT  6TTBILD
Oz lell & ey

25% @Leses gar  Sp OFfle]  QFuwLr L GUewT
o mUeTeEhdEE o 6menimld Bpeer umG eolflser, FUL
FHLBISET OBBID BLeUgHmS (PenBHeT OHTLTuTeT Ljfls6sometm
@evemev, o 6TEHITL S Blpieuer e selled  H(HHHIEHM6NSH

38. wpany LGss seou o milfermLer 2018.09.30 b Hagd  GLDOUBB
GpiymenteD.

39. &¥$H® o miilemmed sFULD WLHBBID gFeps BLLSmSH CUTBILLSSSHIGHE
SIDIITIMaUSSILL L SHHHe0 B GBIULILLILLQHHSSI.

40. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSwDhw1PaM (accessed on 17 june 2019)
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Oafels@b Curgl Hids FHUIID SIFdlulsd FHUIID H(HSHHIHHM6N
(PETEMEUSHS  DIGUTHENTEL  (LPIpWaTe0eN6y  LOBMILD  GUEICUTET DI FIULIeD
SILOTEIEISHEN6T 61(BHGLELITHI DIUTH6IT BLOLISSHSHHUTHENTS Ee06M60
aailer  Bumeip  SiF@eneuTen  GBBFFTL(BH6T QUTHIEUTS 6wt
o mUITTHETT60  (LPeiTenaUSBLILIBGH G, o &HBBEFFTL (BHHM6NH
Oafley Gauwin’ L Quewr o mpileamsCer Hev  FhHHTLILMISETE0
B Levaiad e1er eSS TemIL [Blalba|damend BT &ha)H8HLD.
BTD  Chismaneasd o LubsIHU SIF BEBILD  SFSFSFTIUBB
Pleuemiseiler e, Guew LUWIBBIEIIUTETTSEHD B&Hmeareuimdhs
BHSBHHBMT  OeualILBGSHHeN. BFFauTme0 IHTOBTETUSBHTS
FovBouemenazerfled CQUemTH6NT, 6w 2 DI TeTHelesr &(hdHHIbHDEHHE
HeSWTT  FTTLSHDHTNOMWIS  HTEWILSHSHMDWITETH  SHILSSILL L
Gl @ (tamed) o@iseT @IMSHSIT CUTASBHTEC  SLGID.
Bamear @O aumsuied GFTeLeusTeITeD, @FHI GeoTddsd
SHHSHUWIL ST DWIBIHF CFe0aUBTSLD.

 syemt 2_m e E@pS@ o _flul (pSBUISSHIOISHMmS
CaThsEIN LT6D, 610d& Gauemev CFUIUd FeOLILOTS
Bwsew.”
Ooueldsd Ly8sHF Femuuilem Ouewt o mirilery*

SUSTONILSEG 2 L LUBSHBHIULL 2 6TehITL & HB3IeeHIg e 6T
Quewt o pliilenjser  aHJosmeiend  LgFfewenset  UBpe
HEUHSIMTWTLLILL L. QUTHIDSH6T  DIRIGH6T  LevauBpsled, SJF
BB SgFTIUBB  Ppeuamkssis  Usdeialssl  Cpfleldhs
@@  LgusdwoneT  &[hHmd BEEG GBIUIGME  CUTHSHHLOTEGLD.
SIFTUH, OCQUETTHET SLEFTHEPLT  AHBILUSHIL 65T  QFwBUL (B
Bouemev CeuieugsBaTET FhSILILISHMS ®_(HeUTSHE&0HmeiTen
BLoUEMmS 61(hHD Gouewi(Bd 6GILCH DEHHHSHITGHWD. BSHBITH
OIEG dBHBISFmBUULL 2 aIenWTeig, OUeseLb Srewniu®LD

41. Geuedaw MpGss geu o piifermLer 2018.09.26 sub Had SLbOLMBB
Gmismemntev.
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“ SIBILSSI BTG WTWHATRIGmeMUD” LIFCWTESH60 eTaTLISTELD.
GmewmaeL  LIp6ss gFemuuler Ouewr o miIlen@ymmeuT eTbLilL b
BHHBHIH Qe &@1CUTSY, “ QuiewtseMMest UEBTHMBLI”
LWGTUBSHHHOST6ITEN  (LIgUD  6TeiTl FnilSHeITL T Sieubd B6H
BHSHMBSBHTET G 19SSTLIQUIHLILITT eTenr sTewTents; Camearmisemgl.
geuBeu  BTD  GUIUILL  1&EFH6T ORGS0, BFBOSIHITS
QaeulL i’ L &(SSTE BEbHSHE WiTosaled, Bbs “oIimiLsbs
BIei&  WTwhAymisenmaema’  geoBal  BleneoulesiliGLTueiT6n
SICHpeBUTEL  LTEUHMEVFT]  UBILITHRIBEMET LT (HeUTHGaIH
uBGw FbdHsbHemer™ eTGTISTSLD.

BS LDTB3LOT 6T BHSMBH Cpflalshs
CLOGHITIT Wy €F:%: 2 FenLIUNesT OLieust o milnfeory QR(HEUT,
o slieIm d MPpeuadHBG sfley CFuwGHeas  OLewEisel
THTOBTETEHD FouTeuTandl, OUETHEBFFTED 6cTeTLIMHBHAIL  CILIGRTSH6IT
FHTRIHMTECo 2 eTenslILbBSHE Cameani o emfdhluimer FeureomsGe
ST ILGHOBHI?  e1dpTy.  BdEmHmd  Goed  FULSILIGSSH
o eiieymld o milifenjsenen’ LWIBBIOISH0 OFHTLIUTRT  HaTd
SIDILIORIBMETS CHaTaUBSHU SeomBld almul muigevs, GlLiewr
o mIlfenJ&EelT FHOHGT 2 6TNSLILGBHHHCBTEHI(BH6TEN  LIT6LHem60
CsmLjgurer ald(pempaamen BHeGaBs Hargl LUIBSuleEGUTS et
aFHTOBTTH OB LT FaumeoTs 2 6iTendl 61aTH0H el HHi.*

42. Gyramewt Oeamlporsd, 25% @L @HbSLenL TSI FEOLIBEHHELD
BlUSBETH, FULD BB Fips  BbUdmal  QurpIliussSHearmed  gBur®h
Cauwiu’ L Cafw LWIBAluLLems, 2018 ggeewev 31, Q&I

43. eopres LUr6ss gemu o mpiruilermLer 2018.09.24 oub Hadh SLIDOLMBB
Gmiyementev.

4. euweor QuUGITT, 25% B PHISS ML LOTHTEW FMUBEHSGSLD BIQLILIHBSTH,
FULID wBpid Fups BOUsSmal QuIpiussSHarmed gBur® Geuwwin’ L Gxhdul
LuIBSiLC Lens, 2018 g°emev 31, GamupLbLy.

45. capary UgBss geu o mpruilermLer 2018.09.30 &b Hsdh SLIDOLMBB
GpiymenTev. L

46. seuMHg almw muHes oeufsebleat 2018.09.12 b Hagd SLb6LBB
CzTemeuBUS 2 _emIuImL6L.
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B6mT(BLD Q(H(LPMM [HTLD EEIG GILIGwIH6M6IT (LPSHEUTTEGTENID LBl
rFHenaisBs  (pamIOBTHHHINMCMTD. 25% B @HdbSL 196 S
CaflayQFuiwtiul L Guemt &&6T LFHHHBEHES 2 Ha b CUTHL (B
algaUemLOSSLILIGLD  (alfleyengselr, OIBTHS6T, LUIBAIUL L nBSH6T,
LuIBg GBSiseT) elebeom QenL UiBHelad GLIEETS6MEIT (LPSHEITTEUTENLD
g alLwBw  (pearmiflenoliLGSHIILLG, DleuBpsler  LIFSTet
&B&8sTemmae 215186 iemowl Ceuemi(Bd a1aILICSH 6Togh SILTLLIFTUWID
LG, BF, BSIUTBTRT FoUTEOHMEN 61HTOBTETOUBBE SI6VTHEN6I
BuweF FUIaldh@GLD.

ongl uUflFevenand@ o LLUBSSUULL, LGyl SITF LOBHID
SITFFTIUBB  Hpleueamiseieamme  Sumfldsiul L ue  uuiBdd
mapreseilsy (Training Modules) GeusiBGauBiLL L SHen6vLiL|H6i
GBS  HUHSHIMIWTL LU IQHHSHET.  DleuBBIeT  SIFFUIe0emLoliL,
o eI e  SIFETTFmUF  FLLSHGT — gBUTHSH6T,  LDSHDH6N
Wrgpdselear  eudlumsbd, Samevenwsaa LulBd, SugliuemL &
FLLD, wels o flowser BB SglumL 2 fenlnse,
el 2 flewwo, Ouewideilear IFuied USLTS  eUT6OTHI,
CamLIuUTLed FHBaiisen, HaneoCueaiiag olalhiHd BevdhEHserT,
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LIT6OMIeN6V, (LPTERILITBSHMmeNd &HJHH60, [He060enIdaD OBHBID 2611 &Ll
LWSTUT® Tl SiFHldenaled  STEIILLL  HEDELLILIESHETGLD.
Oyl B  alLwHHed Sleufser uUTFOLFW  DigDISpenpenG
LWIGTUB S SIS STB6 6Teiligl @ULUIBHS MBBHITEOHET SHIen6TdSH THID
QUTHIOUTET  LIGWTIL|SHEnBTHDH STETLILIL L G,

Aoommauie  SIFF  BEBID  SIFFFTTUBB  HIBICUGTHRISETT60
Cam_gsdwrsll  UauBpBiul(h  eubSIeTeNSID,  &GemBhHemeleome
ol Hpeneiss  CoTaniBeTenHIoTaT  Selale&H(pens,  [HID
OrE sl  QFssHuwleten el wioTseyeTer  GLeuwse e

(LP&GUTTEI0T6NLDENUL GuobuBSHaIH6e0 6160TEMILD Al WGHSHIL 65T
ahHNNSGHSH OHTLILLGHOBEH 6L SF  FHHSSIT  UTTLILS
B@TSILIEDLOWITSHTGLD. 6TLD&] (pareufiemevuiisv STenTlILBeUS)

ofalt  CummliLs e  cpeold  QUBBIGO®TETEN  (LIQULDTEDT
PaEpeey.  GhHutelaigid o saviLmalaiGid 2 eienyT gl
Boleueamiseied Cuebiseie adSUTESHmS Siule| CFUIsH £.HT FenlLl
SN HmBOWTEINBS SUTHHHHHSHH. Delaupfbensulsy, LIFGsHa
BpaunassSeaet “Bpeuaiehamy”  wmpmid  “upempaTy”  SHevalenuil
CuBMITTE CLIETH6T, SLETHeMeT alehFd DITFIUID FLDFF B ETHDE 6N
FEHHOHMeNNEHD  SHUTWID 2 6TenOFHelaid, SeuTHeng  Heval
WL LSHHDGEID SIluied auBUTSHHDIBID SHIMISBEHES LGl  6(H
CBIYHOFSTLIL 2 6Tenendd STWILISS (PQWTH  6rF &L lgdHh
STULLULC (Betengl.”  eIhSHHSHT LTS, GBE@ 6URISTEND  LOBHID
gTeevaTar Sudul LFmbSumiseied (pensam] sevalenuill QuBBSTTs
QUETTHET HEMEVEMIDHHIAID UBHHHHIIQUI FLIGEMTH Fnl L MIH6i 60
SiFseneuTert GUeETHaMNET LURIGUBBIHMEVS STEUI(LPIQUID. DIHSBIL 6T,
GuoBe amETeGHHed CueETdaTed BLTHHF OFeveolILBLD LIT8xHs
B(HOUTSID epevld 10&AD 2 WIFIDL L SHEHe0Tal GHlghTs QFwmmL L Mise,
o _uflfeunuy o musHaHsF Cewmpil L mISeT BMID CLIEHTSET LnIGLUBMID
Qurgleurer  oIalBHHEF QFwBUTHS6T CUITEIB  LTELH VST
guuyessten (Gender equity) sTésswsms abBSSHIS STERILISEGD

47. Goetz, Anne Marie. Women’s Education and Political Participation: Background
paper prepared for the Education for All Global Monitoring Report, 2004, UNESCO
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o WsIsHHeorer L Bl UuibseT GBlHH LGB HHAICOHMEI
Baapsms SHaTasHCs OoTamBeeng.

Fepd PSS  OpplEeneTll  LNSTUBBIUSHET  (PHSIUISHSBIOILD
GiHa v Bueuamiseier LWIBBIAIOUTeTTSeTNaMTe eIelWnBISHE &
SPUULL  elLwid  QuTgieuTe  @QeEIBTHsS  STewTlILLL Gl  [BTLD
GuwBsv GPYIILLE Guraip, oiF&TID  BEBID  Georsdsd e
CewBuTseT GaHTLIUTS Siwwrer Lflgseoseieanl CumosTeTemiiu®Ld
Flov BewLUIBBH6T clpsvld BTD LBSHOSTHSSUSBES 6THTUTTSHESLD
oo  alLwmssT WG @HpemB  elbewd  SipSwmoBGeoBu
LeVLILBSFHLILIBGHSIBET. 2 FHTTeIOTS, 2 o6y 2 L QBT6TelHMmaTent
QUEHBOBBPIE6T, BHrafleswTar  CHTmeoCUF 2 enFuITL a)IshSTen
LB, oL DIEVBIGTIRIGET, LMILTHAID  WFWTDSHWLTHALD
Fepd 261l RS LWLSLGSHSH60 CuTaipereuBens  SieUTH6l
(PTG S (HHHNT. Fev B MBaTed MBHOHTENevELFUTED eedldEHLD
SImPLICUTES OFHTLILUTSSIL. DI 6yBIHHE0H6T 6ULOHISLILIL L 6T, "

“Gaiyset &G OheBIGmenl  GuTey)
BLbBS OBTeTHTBeNT. (EMBUITS 6T6UMTN 2 630T6)]
2 | OameTaugdl S6060H LWL Dienileldhl 6IeTLIGID
Bajsers6d Cgflwrs”

uuwIBdsefled FGULL Haled Fepsll Ouemt GEFwBLT L Tery™

BIOHTLIUTSES SHSHISH 0Fflelshs IBCsTm LulBpelliumeny,
Foe0 oLy elFsmenud sBLGs GCouemigul BHemen EHUILSTHS
HTET Blenarsoale0ensv 6Taa|lb, BT © I NaTTSeT & 1960 (hHha
AUbHSHTEHET  GTOHBHS CFWETBBHILTH eleeyd FnpPfullBHSTT.!
B &H60HSHINTUITL 60 LOBELEEUTL L LOTE Q6TBT&HS SHTUILILIL L TeVIDnL,
BFH6ed LMBHBIGTONT DUSSTET  SDIQUILIDL.  DIEDIGH(LPEDBENU!  [BTLD

48. Tbid. p.15.

49. Guewt LWIBBIEIGILTETT QHeuHL 6T 2018.08.29 gb HedH AL D QBB CHIsTemTev.
50. Guemt LWIBBIOTILUTETT @HeUHLET 2018.08.28 b Hakh BL b CUBB CHsTemed
51. Quewr LWIBpIEILLTET] @HeUbL 6T 2018.08.26 &b Hlag @L LOLBB GHFsTmTe0.
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UfbaI0smeten  Geuemtigujeiengl. BWIG gBBISCSTETeNILLL  FepsH
OBX(LPeBEH6T LOBEBILD SiCUBENB SIQLILIENL WLITHES CBTIL L&D HBH6I
GTRILIGT  QUTEUTMBMI  SITFWGOFTT S L eILILHHm6T  SIQLILIENL WLITHSD
Camewiheiener. BHID (WeireiCr GPULILL  STevaldhgiend STeuHSHIL
Guewtaseier sevaluied memeoupesils CGuTulphe DigliLenL. QpHD
OpplseTs SimWHEHHID BeweuBu. wanfeor FhsHd AuibsddHaTeo
omGHGalbsLILL L SBLISH0 CFuBBlLSms Bevmiensd G HIFm]
Smwll DHHmBW  HTSSHH6E Dol UGB  Faurenish@
o LUBSHWG. G@raT elsHumeows SHPAUITS Shhs  GLmfle
aladyndmns Gures (paiarmed CFwBUTLLTenTaemmed GLeTdHs
CuewTBMET DIHHMHU! LIMFLOLIFW He0aluNel(hbEI SITTLOTEE) 6 SHBEST60
wwpdlseT GBOsTeTemiUl Lenowbd BHammGeBu SuGLD.

oo LWIBd FHLmiseled (oo, GQuewt) LWIBBIEILILITETTS6N
LweTUB S S o ST 6GuIRIH6IT 60T eLP6VLD HTEV6T HBHIAUH BTV
BH(HSHIBMe0H6T BeTeIld [BlensvGLBXI(HLILMS BTD DIeUSTeNHBHTLD.
@@ FhaIuSSed LwippeiiuTeny  @wmeuy, Ufssralu  ops
SBLUSSH OTHID SIGIfdHTallent (LPGITETT6IT e gL ufeit
&BUSH OTHID SLEDL_ULIGVBIBTIHRIG6IT 60 GeueMlILL &anigul
QupITETHmS o SHTyeuions  WPTETPHAGHSTT.  CHD
FHHIULRIST0 SUuUIBpIeIiuTeNTE6eT SHHmall CLBIOTEIRISET
Gumep GBILUTET SHHHWEOFTT SiQLILIenLUNed &L 1gGIpUILIILILL
Fepad SLLMWLILSSmTS SHeupail Beemeny. LuIBSseier GuTg
Quewt o mleTeeEpdsE Cmevenwd Filwums Sellud  (pes
CBTLTLI60 SINeBISHHE0HET UPRISLILILIQHHHN. DIHBHIL 6T, LOTHHENB
wreu L o giiien] emeuj SuwWiBduier Uerer Srer  genu
oioTa semer CUTE QausiTenem BBsdeomen CFamevenu! SiemileusBESLI
UDSWSTEHAD, DiFH HAEG @ WFHUmUs SHhHeusGures @i
o_amije SHaIEIsT gBUBMSTHMD SnBlullbbSTy.™

52. GQuewt LWiBpIeItLTETT @heumL6T 2018.08.29 oib Hag @LOUBB GHisTemIe0.
53. oBEreaven LIT8ss Fou 2 mpinlermLer 2018.09.26 sub Hagd G DOLBMB
Gmismemntev.
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FHUMHSH  1Tevd & evaled, EeVRIMBF  FPBHHH 0
‘ifluimeng’ 616813 HHHCHBML U6 CFUINIGBSTE anfleon Fiidhd)
BussHH60  NFOTGaIT  LIGWILMIHETWLSS S HSH USLTSSHMBUILD,
Gzeur sualism Semwlitied CGamswor NGTLETE audHd uFUTEHMBUID
Bxpeal @ LBHH  LUGLuTUle QFUIHGBTT. SlauT, GLewHe e
SienLWmend uBBiul eIFlHlenso BTL enL & &L LenliLdbseT (Opposite
binary constructions) s&jSHQsBWLLLG — 60&E  (LpeiTaieen
alLwBemevdser  uBPlwu  usdeusnsento  (multiplicity of subject
positions) SmssfleslILGHeo CeuewiBd 616 (L6TGIDTLES eI

"85 H e LTS Ll umyeneuuiiev,
‘eseit  LIpHBHHwnsaeion  Guemider  wflwiTeng
OHTLFuTeDT FLO M EhHUITEIT H6NTH, DISTEUSI
weneral, &STWl  CUTSIBEUTHETTHS — STRILILIBEISHIL 6T,
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Quest for Agency

Reflections on Women's Quota in Local Governance

MODRCEG GESISI (5I

SRID SIRDE DR BTN 60D 8FDe DL
(PSEUTTET ML STTCSH (DM

o eyl dluilled GlLIewTaErh ST 60t
BL @a168560 GBGHHH 0TS LILILSD6NT

Vidura Prabath Munasinghe | Kaushalya Ariyarathne

Historically, women in Sri Lanka have established their role in public sphere politics
as active voters, holding membership in political parties and in participating in
marches, protests and political rallies, joining in strike action, and contributing to
armed struggles both in the North and the South. Nevertheless, women have been
underrepresented in democratic institutions in Sri Lanka. The purpose of this
writing is to critically analyse the extent to which the changes brought in order to
increase the numbers of women representatives have been able to promote
women’s agency in politics.
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