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—''' lsisÿ ndysr iyfhda.hla fkdue;sj wd¾Ólh tla 
iu;=,s;;djhl isg wfkla iu;=,s;;djhg yev.eiaùug 
isÿùu fl;rï l=ßre w;ayod ne,Sula oæ˜

mSg¾ nDDj¾" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,"
Y%S ,xldfõ fcHIaG ¥;uKAv, m%Odks" fld<U" 2023 ud¾;= 21'

—''' fldáhd Wf.a mq,a,s fjkia lr we;ehs wm fkdis;sh hq;= 
h' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, yÈisfhau ixj¾Okh fjñka 
mj;sk rgj,a fjkqfjka lghq;= lrk ohdnr ix.uhla njg 
m;aj we;ehs fkdis;sh hq;=h¦ we;eï mq,a,s l,ska ;snQ ;rï 
meyeÈ,sj fmfkkakg fkd;sfnkjd úh yel" tfy;a fldáhd 
iuÕ lghq;= lsÍfï§ wms m%fõYï iy.; úh hq;=h'˜

tï' isjisoïnrï" k,aÆ¾ md¾,sfïka;= uka;%S"
cd;sl rdcH iNdfõ újdoh" 1978 wfma%,a'

Y%S ,xldj 2023 ud¾;= udifha § cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. 

we;slr.;a .súiqu u.ska Y%S ,xld rch 2022 j¾Ifha § Kh f.ùu 

meyer yeÍug ;=vq ÿka w¾nqoh we;sùug n,mE fya;= úYajdikSh 

f,i y÷kd .ekSula isÿ fkdùh" wfkla w;g fldúâ-19 jix.;h" 

l=ßre
w;ayod ne,Sula
cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a

17 fjks jevigyk iy Y%S ,xldj

nd,isxyï ialkaol=ud¾
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cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a 17 fjks jevigyk iy Y%S ,xldj

miq.sh jir ;=k ;=< isÿ jQ f.da,Sh wdydr iy bkaOk ñ, by< 

hdfï lïmkh iy 2021-2022 ld,h ;=< isÿ jQ wd¾Ólfha iS>% 

lvd jeàu fya;=fjka fï jk úg;a iajlSh Ôjk ;;a;ajh ì| 

jeàug uqyqK oS isák jvd;a wjodkug ,laúh yels iy wdka;sl 

mqoa.,hskag iyk ie,iSula o thska isÿ fkdfõ' cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo, iy rks,a úl%uisxy wdKavqj úiska m%j¾Okh lrk rdcH 

úhoï lmamdoq lsÍu u; mokï jQ m%;sm;a;s m%;sixialrK u.ska 

wiudk;d iy wúksYaÑ;;d iS>%fhka jeä lrk w;ru" /lshd 

iqrlaIs;;djhg" Ôjfkdamdh iy wdodhï j,g" rdcH fiajdjkag 

iy iudc wdrlaIKhg n,j;a myrla t,a, lrhs' cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqof,a 17 fjks .súiqfuys wvx.= kj ,snr,ajdoS fldkafoais u.ska 

Y%S ,xldõ Kh nr wvq lr" jeà ;sfnk W.=f,ka rg uqod .kakjd 

fjkqjg" Kh w¾nqoh m%;sksIamdokh lrñka iy jvd;a W.% lrñka 

f.da,Sh uQ,H Okjdohg taldnoaOùu iy hg;aùu  jvd;a ;yjqre 

lrhs' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a m%;sixialrKj, wjidk b,lalh 

jkafka mer‚ Kh wdmiq f.ùu i|yd w¨;ska Kh .ekSfï úIu 

pl%h kej; ia:dmkh lsÍuhs'

2023 ud¾;= ui 20 fjkss Èk Y%S ,xldj cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo, iu. iajlSh 17 fjks Kh .súiqug we;=<;a úh' cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqo, zúia;SrK wruqo,a myiqluZ hkqfjka y÷kajkq ,nk 

uOH ld,Sk Kh §fï l%uhla yryd jir y;rl ld,hla mqrd 

t'c'fvd'ñ' 3"000 la ^SDR 2"286 la& muK fuu nxfldf,d;a jQ ol=Kq 

wdishdkq rgg ,nd fokq we;'1 rks,a úl%uisxy wdKaavqfõ wd¾Ól 

m%;sixialrK i|yd cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a wkque;sh iksgqyka 

lrkakla jk fuu kj wruqo,a iemhSu" Y%S ,xldfõ jeà we;s 

wd¾Ól w.dOfhka f.dv taug we;s tlu uÕ hehs Woï wkkq 

,efí' 

úia;S¾K wruqo,a myiqlul wruqK —.eUqre iy ;sridr 

jHqyd;aul m%;sixialrK l%shd;aul lsÍu˜ jqjo" cd;Hka;r 

1' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, ^2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a úOdhl uKav,h Y%S ,xldj 

i|yd jk úia;SrK wruqo,a myiqlu hgf;a t'c'fvd' ì,shk ;=kla wkqu; lrhs˜" 

2023 ud¾;= 20" ¨https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2023/03/20/pr2379-imf-executive-board-
approves-under-the-new-eff-arrangement-for-sri-lanka.
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uQ,H wruqo, úiska wfmalaId lrkq ,nkafka os<s÷ rgj,a wêl 

Kh.e;s Ndjhg m;a lrk wiudk iy widOdrK cd;Hka;r 

wd¾Ól in|;d wduka;%Kh lsÍug fyda ksoyiska miq rfÜ we;sjQ 

oreKq;u w¾nqofhka mSvd ú|sk idudkH ck;djg iyk ie,iSug 

fkdj" fj<|fmd< wd¾Ólh iú.ekaùug iy f.da,Sh OfkaYajr 

jevms<sfj< ;=< taldnoaOùu Yla;su;a lsÍugh'

we;a; jYfhka u" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska ,nd fokq 

,nk Kh uqo, cd;Hka;r Kh ysñhka ^iaffjÍ ne÷ïlr ysñhka 

we;=¿j& Y%S ,xldjg ,nd oS we;s Kh yels;dla m%udKhla yels 

blaukska wdmiq wh lr.ekSug Tjqkag u. mdod fohs'2 cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqof,a fldkafoais l%shd;aul l< úg" Y%S ,xldfõ Kh 

fY%a‚.; lsÍï kej; h:d ;;a;ajhg m;aù" Y%S ,xldjg cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H fj<|fmd< fj; wdmiq f.dia ;j;a Kh ,nd .ekSug yelshdj 

,efnk w;r" 2023 ud¾;= udih wjika jk úg oekgu;a t'c'fvd'ñ' 

36"090 la olajd by< f.dia we;s uOHu rcfha úfoaY Kh f;d.

h3 ;j;a by< k.sñka" 2023 j¾Ih wjidkh jk úg weußldkq 

fvd,¾ ì,shk 37'3 la olajd ^Kh f.ùu meyer yeÍfuka miqj 

mjd& ;jÿrg;a j¾Okh úh'4

2022 wfma%,a udifha § f.daGdNh rdcmlaI rch Y%S ,xldj 

iajlSh iaffjÍ Kh f.ùu meyer yeÍug wdikak nj m%ldYhg 

m;a lsÍfuka jirlg wdikak ld,hla .; jQ miq fuu .súiqug 

t<fUk ,o w;r" Y%S ,xldj oYl follg jeä ld,hla ;=< tfia 

l< m<uq fjks wdishd-meis*sla rg njg m;aúh' fuf,i úfoaY 

Kh f.ùug fkdyels nj ms<s.ekSu" 2021 j¾Ih mqrd ms<sìUq jQ Y%S 

,xldfõ wd¾Ól w¾nqofha nrm;,lu ix{d l< w;r th úOdhlh 

2' gqjfiakaÜ" tßla iy Od¾ iqfIdjeka ^2022&" —Y%S ,xldj( cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. 

.súiqula keyeæ˜ CADTM.org, 2024 wfm%a,a 15" ¨ https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-No-
agreement-with-the-IMF.
3' uqo,a" wd¾Ól ia:dhSlrK iy cd;sl m%;sm;a;s wud;HdxYh" Y%S ,xldj ^2023&" ff;%udisl 

Kh m%ldYkh ^ud¾;= 2023&" ¨https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/file/a7db93c9-70a2-46b7-932f-
dc92643865c9. 
4' uqo,a" wd¾Ól ia:dhSlrK iy cd;sl m%;sm;a;s wud;HdxYh" Y%S ,xldj ^2023&" ff;%udisl 

Kh m%ldYkh ^foieïn¾ 2023&" ¨https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/file/cab46795-68f4-457e-
bab7-7769645260cb
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iy md¾,sfïka;=j ;=< foaYmd,k le,öula we;s lrñka 2022 ud¾;= 

iy cQ,s w;r ld,fha mq¿,a iy uyd mßudK uyck úfrdaO;d 

yg.ekSug fya;= úh'5

2022 j¾Ifha §" ud¾;= iy uehs w;r ld,h ;=< tlai;a 

ckmo fvd,rhg idfmalaIj Y%S ,xld remshf,ys w.h 75] l muK 

m%udKhlska my< .sfhah' f,dal nexl=jg wkqj" fldúâ-19 jix.;h 

;=< ;j;a mqoa.,hka ,laI .Kklg /lshd wysñ ùug wu;rj" 

fuu jif¾ § ksIamdok yd l¾udka; wxYfha muKla wju jYfhka 

mqoa.,hka 500"000 g /lshd wysñ úh'6 wd¾Ól w¾nqoh fya;=fjka 

bÈlsÍï lafIa;%fha muKla /lshd ñ,shkhla wysñj we;s nj 2023 

cQks udifha § md¾,sfïka;=jg oekqï fok ,§'7

2022 j¾Ifha mej;s ixLHd foll w.hla jQ WoaOukh 

iema;eïn¾ udifha§ 69'8] l Wmßu w.hla olajd by< f.dia 

foieïn¾ udifha § 57'2] la olajd my; jegqfKah' WoaOuk 

wkqmd;h .Kkh lsÍfï mdol j¾Ih 2021 } 100 f,i fjkia 

lsÍfuka miqj ^2023 fmnrjdß udifha §&" ixLHdkuh m%;sM,h 

jQfha tu wkqmd;h ;ks ixLHdjl w.hla olajd wvq ùuhs ^2024 

ckjdß udifha § 6'4]&' kuq;a" we;a; jYfhkau" ñ, by< oeóï fï 

jk úg;a NdKav yd fiajd mdßfNda.slhska fj; iïfma%IKh ù we;s 

w;r ckf,aLk yd ixLHdf,aLk fomd¾;fïka;=jg wkqj 2021 

j¾Ihg idfmalaIj 2023 j¾Ifha § nvq ñ< 93'4] l m%udKhlska 

by< f.dia we;'8

5' ialkaol=ud¾" nd,isxyï ^2022w&" —Y%S ,xldfõ w¾nqoh rdcmlaIjrekaf.a md,kfha 

wjika wjia:djhs˜" CADTM.org, 2022 cQ,s 11" ¨https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-
Endgame-for-Rajapaksas.
6' f,dal nexl=j ^2023&" Y%S ,xldfõ ixj¾Okfha kj;u ;;a;ajh 2023" 2023 wfma%,a 04" 

¨https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/srilanka/publication/sri-lanka-development-update-2023.
7' —wd¾Ól w¾nqoh fya;=fjka bÈlsÍï lafIa;%fha /lshd ñ,shkhla wysñ fjhs( lñgqj 

fy<s lrhs˜" fâ,s ñr¾" 2023 cqks 07" ¨ https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/One-million-
jobs-lost-in-construction-sector-due-to-economic-crisis-Committee-reveals/108-260629.
8' ckf,aLk yd ixLHdf,aLk fomd¾;fïka;=j ^2023&' fld<U mdßfNda.sl ñ, o¾Ylh 

fkdjeïn¾ udifha o< úYaf,aIKh" 2023 fkdjeïn¾ 30" ¨ http://www.statistics.gov.lk/Infla-
tionAndPrices/StaticalInformation/MonthlyCCPI/CCPIInfo2023E.
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iuia; rfgys oßø;d wkqmd;slh fo.=Khla fjñka udi 

lsysmhla we;=<; th ñ,shk 21 la muK jk ck.ykfhka 25] 

la olajd oßø;d uÜulg weo oud we; - th kd.ßl wxYfha ;=ka 

.=Khlska iy j;= wxYfha 50] blaujk m%udKhlska by< f.dia 

we; - thg wu;rj" ñ,shk 2'7 l ck;djla ks, jYfhka È<s÷h'9  

2023 ckjdß udih jk úg Y%S ,xldfõ l=gqïNj,ska 32] la —wdydr 

wkdrlaIs;˜ ;;a;ajhg m;ajkq we;s njg f,dal wdydr jevigyk 

weia;fïka;= lr we;'10 jhi wjqreÿ myg wvq orejkaf.ka 17'1] la 

wvq nr orejka jk w;r <orejkaf.ka 15'1] la wvq Wm;a nr iys; 

orejka fõ( fuu m%;sY; 2023 j¾Ifha § fmr j¾Ihg idfmalaIj 

by< f.dia we;'11 nyqudk wjodkï o¾Ylh fhdod .ekSfï § 

ck.ykfhka 55]g jvd ^tkï ñ,shk 21 l ck.ykfhka ñ,shk 

12 g jeä m%udKhla& È<s÷Ndjfhka fmf<k nj fidhd .kakd ,§'12  

tu lKavdhï fndfyda fihska kef.kysr" W;=re iy W;=re-ueo 

m<d;aj, ixflakaøKh ù we;' 

2021 j¾Ifha § t'c' fvd,¾ ì,shk 89 l jd¾Isl o< foaYSh 

ksIamdÈ;hla iys; wd¾Ólh 2022 j¾Ifha § t'c' fvd,¾ ì,shk 74'85 

la olajd ixfldapkh úh' th  2023 j¾Ifha ;=kafjks ld¾;=fõ § 

1'6] l j¾Okhla w;alr .ksñka jeäÈhqKq ùug wdrïN jk f;la 

u" wLKavj ld¾;= yhla mqrd úYd,;ajfhka ixfldapkh úh' 2024 

j¾Ifha § iy bka Tíng rch úiska mqfrdal:kh lr we;s ^my< 

uÜgfï& ;ks b,lalul wd¾Ól j¾Okh jir follg wdikak 

ld,hla mqrd isÿ jQ wd¾Ólfha iS>% yels,Sug ys,õ l< fkdyel' 

9' nKavdr" lms, ^2022&" —;j;a Y%S ,dxlslhka ñ,shk 2'7 la oßø;djhg ;,a¨ ù we;" 

wkqmd;h fo.=K fjñka ;j;aa by<g˜" ikafâ ghsïia" 2022 Tlaf;dan¾ 09" https://www.
sundaytimes.lk/221009/news/2-7m-more-sri-lankans-pushed-into-poverty-rate-doubles-to-new-
high-498447.html.
10' f,dal wdydr jevigyk ^2023&" Y%S ,xldj( ÿria: .DydY%s; wdydr iqrlaIs;;d 

iólaIK - 2023 ckjdß" https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147327/download/?_
ga=2.225371420.780276576.1690370896-1909313151.1690370895.
11' mjq,a fi!LH ld¾hdxYh" fi!LH wud;HdxYh" Y%S ,xldj ^2023&' fmdaIK udih 2023 

idrdxY jd¾;dj" 2023 cQks"  m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://fhb.health.gov.lk/index.php/en/.
12' Tlaia*¾â oßø;d iy udkj iïm;a jevigy ^OPHI& iy tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ixj¾Ok 

jevigyk ^UNDP& ^2023&"  nyqudk wjodkï wjfndaO lr .ekSu( Y%S ,xldfõ ck;djg 

we;s n,mEu" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/
files/2023-10/undp_multidimensional_vulnerability_report_sri_lanka.pdf, ms' 39
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wd¾Ólhg isÿù we;s ydks fl;rï úYd,o h;a" cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo,a jevigyfka b;sß ld,h mqrd ;sridr wd¾Ól j¾Okhla isÿ 

jqjo" mej;s iDK j¾Okfha m%;súmdl wdfhdackj, isg ksIamdokh 

olajd iy /lshd olajd jQ iEu wxYhlg u oeä f,i n,md we;' th 

2021 j¾Ifha § ;snQ uÜgug kej; meñŒug ;j;a jir .Kkdjla 

.;jkq we;'

f.da,Sh WIaK;ajh by< hdu" hqoaO iy isú,a .egqï" wka; 

olaIsKdxYsl foaYmd,kh iy jHdmdr" wdydr øjH iemhqï ysÕh 

iy ñ, by< hdu hkd§ wñysß f,dal h:d¾:h mfil ;nd" 

ck.ykfhka úYd, fldgila ÿ¾j, lrk wdldrfhka WoaOukh 

b,lal lsÍug" ;u whjeh ysÕh wvq lr .ekSug" iykdOdr lmd 

yeÍug" rdcH wxYfha fiajlhska iSud lsÍug" Y%u fj<|fmd< wia:sr 

lsÍug iy úfoaY fj<|du i|yd kj fj<|fmd<j,a ks¾udKh 

lsÍu msKsi foaYSh ksIamdok flakaø lr.;a lDIsl¾udka;h iy 

l¾udka; ì| oeóug cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska rdcHhkag 

Wmfoia fokq ,nkafka fuu iudc-wd¾Ól ixo¾Nh ;=<h'13

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. .súiqula wjYH jkafka wehs@

;ukag cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,g hdug fya;=jla ke;ehs Y%S 

,xldj fu;rï ld,hla ;siafia wjOdrKh lr lshd isáh;a" Y%S 

,xldjg cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,g hdug isÿ jQfha l=ula ksido@

jvd;a u meyeÈ,s lreK kï rgg uQ,H iydh ,nd .ekSu 

i|yd hdug fjk;a ;ekla fkd;sîuhs' Y%S ,xldjg cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

fjf<|fmdf<ka Kh ,nd .ekSfï m%fõYh 2021 j¾Ifha § wysñ 

úh' th 2020 j¾Ifha isg u Y%S ,xldfõ iaffjÍ Kh fY%a‚.; 

lsÍu l%udkql+,j my; jeàfï m%;sM,hla f,i isÿ jQ w;r" fuh 

13' ´¾áia" bifn,a iy ue;sõ lñkaia ^2022&" ¨yqfmfj; wjika lrkak( 2022-2025 

whjeh lmdyeÍï iy ydkslr iudc m%;sixialrK" 2022 fkdjeïn¾ 20" m%fõY úh yels 

fjí ,smskh( https://publicservices.international/resources/publications/end-austerity-a-global-re-
port-on-budget-cuts-and-harmful-social-reforms-in-2022-25?id=13501&lang=en; geuf,a" fkdkd 

^2021&" .skakg msÿre oeóu( cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a b,a,Sï f,dj mqrd wiudkd;au;djh 

jeälrk wdldrh" Tlaia*Eï bkag¾keIk,a" Tlaia*¾â" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( 

https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621210/bp-covid-loans-imf-aus-
terity-110821-en.pdf;jsessionid=BD955D9CBA094FCA992697E25FF55A75?sequence=1.
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Y%S ,xldj úiska Kh f.ùu meyer yßkq ,eîfï iïNdú;dj ms<sn| 

cd;Hka;r wjOdkh fhduq ùfï ix{djla úh' Kh f.ùu meyer 

yeÍula isÿ jQ úg" ish¨u Khysñhka ^oaúmd¾Yaúl" nyqmd¾Yaúl iy 

mqoa.,sl& w¨;ska Kh §u w;aysgqjhs'

2022 j¾Ifha ud¾;= udih jk úg Ndú;d l< yels úfoaY 

ixÑ; m%udKh t'c' fvd' ñ' 400 olajd my; jeà ;snQ w;r th 

wdkhk i|yd i;shl jeh lrk uqo,g;a jvd wvq w.hla úh' fï 

w;r" 2022 iy 2027 w;r ld,h ;=<  wdmiq f.úh hq;= Kh m%udKh 

b;d úYd, f,i j¾Okh ù ;snqKs( idudkHfhka Y%S ,xldjg Kh 

ysñhka fj; wdmiq f.ùu i|yd iEu jirlu wefußldkq fvd,¾ 

ñ,shk 4"383 la fidhd .ekSug isÿ jk w;r"14 2023 j¾Ifha § 

muKla weußlka fvd,¾ ñ,shk 7"000 la wjYH úh'

cd;Hka;r iaffjÍ;aj ne÷ïlr lsysmhla wdmiq f.ùug 

kshñ;j ;snQ Èk YS>%fhka wdikak fjñka ;snQ w;r" 2022 wfma%,a 

jk úg rfÜ Ndú;d l< yels úfoaY ixÑ;h wefußldkq fvd,¾ 

ñ,shk 25 la f,i m;a,gu is£ ;snq‚' rdcH NdKavd.drh wdodhï 

iy wdfhdackj,ska ,efnk wdodhug jvd Kh iy yqjudre lrk 

uqo,a j,ska msÍ ;snqKs' ixhq;sh l=ula jqj;a tu ixÑ;j, m%udKh 

B<Õ udih i|yd Y%S ,xldj f.úh hq;= ndysr j.lSï imqrd,Sug 

;rïj;a m%udKj;a fkdùh'

oeä f,i wdkhk u; hefmk furgg ksIamdokh fyda 

iudcfha l%shdldß;ajh mj;ajd f.k hd fkdyels jk neúka"  

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a ueÈy;aùu úfoaY rgj,ska NdKav ñ,§ 

.ekSu ^bkaOkj, isg wdydr olajd iy T!IO olajd jQ NdKav ñ,§ 

.ekSu& iSud lrjk úfoaY uqo,a ysÕh mshjd .ekSug Y%S ,xldjg 

,nd fokq ,nk iyhla f,i w¾: olajkq ,efí' Y%S ,xldj wdkhk 

i|yd ork úhou rfÜ wmkhk wdodhug jvd fnfyúka jeä jk 

14' Publicfinance.lk (2022a), —2022 isg 2027 olajd Y%S ,xldfõ idudkH jd¾Isl iaffjÍ 

úfoaY Kh wdmiq f.ùï m%udKh t'c'fvd'ì' 4'4 la fõ" 2022 iema;eïn¾ 21˜" m%fõY 

úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/sri-lanka-s-annual-average-sovereign-
foreign-debt-repayments-amount-to-usd-4-4-bn-from-2022-to-2027-1663759689.
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w;r" th wLKavj iy iS>%fhka jeäfjk cd;Hka;r Kh .ekSï 

u.ska §¾> ld,hla ;siafia mshjñka ;sfnk by< hñka mj;sk 

ys.hla ks¾udKh lrhs'

flfia fj;;a" udi 48 la mqrd fldgia jYfhka ,nd fok 

fuu Kh uqo, t'c'fvd'ñ' 3"000 g wdikak uqo,la jk kuq;a" 

2021 j¾Ifha § muKla rfÜ f.jqï fYaI ysÕh t'c'fvd'ñ' 4"000 la 

muK úh' tu ksid" ud¾;= udifhka miqj ,enqKq fuu m<uq fjks 

jdßlh jk t'c'fvd'ñ' 333 l uqo, fj<| fYaIfha .eg¨jg kdñl 

odhl;ajhla muKla imhd fohs'

fuu Kh uqo, fmd<sh;a iu. cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, fj; 

wdmiq f.úh hq;= nj wjfndaO lr .; hq;= h' cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqof,a Y%S ,xldj i|yd jk 17 fjks jevigyk i|yd jk fmd<S 

wkqmd;h ms<sn|j .súiqfuys úksúoNdjhla ke;' tu fmd<ssh 4] la 

;rï by< w.hla úh yels nj 2023 ud¾;= udifha th ilia lr 

wjika lrk wjia:dfõ § uqo,a rdcH wud;Hjrhd md¾,sfïka;=jg 

oekqï ÿkafkah'15 ;jo" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,ka Y%S ,xldj ,nd 

.kakd Kh uqo, tys fldagd m%udKh blaujd hk neúka" Kh Kh 

,nd.kakd idudðl rdcHhg —wêNdrhla˜ mkjkq ,efí' fuh Kh 

.ekqïlre Kh i|yd f.úh hq;= fmd<shg wu;rj oeßh hq;= jk 

wu;r úhoula fõ' 2024 j¾Ifha § muKla tu wêNdrh t'c'fvd'ñ' 

1'06 la úh'16 cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, tys Kh §fuka ,dN Wmhkafka 

Y%S ,xldfõ ck;djf.a hym; lem lrñks'

15' fmf¾rd" fkfI,a,d ̂ 2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a Kh i|yd Y%S ,xldjg 4] olajd 

jQ fmd<shla" wu;r wêNdrhla" f.ùug isÿ úh yel( wud;Hjrhd˜" economynext.com, 2023 
ud¾;= 23" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-may-have-to-pay-
up-to-4-pct-interest-extra-surcharges-on-imf-loan-minister-116270/.
16' m%kdkaÿ" fkfI,a ^2024&" —Y%S ,xldj wêNdr ,ehsia;=jg tlaùu ksid Y%S ,xldfõ Kh 

.eyeg ;j;a oeä fõ˜" fâ,s ñr¾" 2024 fmnrjdß 23" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://
www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-woes-deepen-as-it-joins-IMF-surcharge-
list/108-277587; .e,kaÜ" uhsl,a iy bjdkd jdisla-,ef,dúla" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

wêNdr fy<sorõ lrhs̃ " wd¾Ól m%;sm;a;s iy m¾fhaIK uOHia:dkh" 2024 fmnrjdß 20" 

m%fõY úh yels ,smskh( https://www.cepr.net/international-monetary-fund-lifts-veil-on-surcharges/.
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m<uq fjks jdßlh ,enqKq ú.i u thska wvla muK 

bkaÈhdfjka ,nd .;a Kh uqo,laa mshùu i|yd fhdod .kakd ,§(17   

fuh mer‚ Kh wdmiq f.ùu i|yd w¨;ska ,nd .kakd Kh fhdod 

.ekSu ms<sn| lÈu WodyrKhls' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska 

,nd fokq ,nk Kh uqo,a fndfyda mqrjeishka úYajdi lrk mßÈ 

w;HdjYH wdkhk i|yd muKla fkdj Kh wdmiq f.ùu i|yd 

o fhdod .ekSug wjir ,nd § we;s nj18 uy nexl=fõ wêm;sjrhd 

miqj ;yjqre lf<ah'

tneúka" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqul ienE jeo.;alu 

jkafka cd;Hka;r uQ,H moaO;sfha —fodrgq md,lhd iy uqrlre˜ 

úiska Kh .e;s rdcHhl Kh w¾nqoh l<ukdlrKh lsÍu i|yd 

tu rdcHfha wd¾Ól ie,eiau wkqu; lrk nj Kh ysñhkag 

^oaúmd¾Yaúl" nyqmd¾Yaúl iy mqoa.,sl& we`.ùu jk w;r" th 

w¨;ska Kh ,nd f.k tu rdcHfhys mj;sk Kh l<uKdlrKh 

ms<sn| kej; idlÉPd lsÍug fhda.H njg m;a lrhs'19

˜wms cd;Hka;r ;,fha ms<s.ekSu kej; Èkd.kafkuq ''' 

wfkl=;a cd;Hka;r uQ,H wdh;kj,ska Kh ,nd .ekSfï moku 

''' ks¾udKh jkq we;˜20" fuu .súiqu i|yd md¾,sfïka;=fõ iydh 

b,a,d isáñka ckdêm;s rks,a úl%uisxy uy;d isÿ l< l:dfõ§ o 

mejiSh'

17' bfldfkdñ fklaiaÜ (2023b), —Y%S ,xldj cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a m<uq fjks Kh 

jdßlh u.ska bkaÈhdkq Kh uqof,ka fldgila wdmiq f.jhs" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( 
https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-repays-part-of-indian-credit-with-first-imf-loan-tranche-116468/.
18' bfldfkdñ fklaiaÜ (2023c), —Kh wdmiq f.ùu i|yd fyda remsh,a úhoï i|yd Y%S 

,xldfõ whjeh cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a Kh .ekSug iduH fjhs˜" economynext.com, 
2023 wfm%a,a 05" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-budget-
support-imf-loan-for-debt-repayment-or-rupee-expenses-117523/. 
19' ùlaia" fcdaka t*a' ^1989&" —mrdcs;fhda jkaÈ f.j;s" fyj;a ;=kajeks f,dalh Kh§fï 

hqoaOh mrdch jQ wdldrh—" ùlaia fcdaka ^l¾;D&" Kh úkdYh@ nexl=" wdKavq" iy 

nyqmd¾Yaúl w¾nqohg uqyqK fo;s" ksõ fhda¾la úYaj úoHd, uqøKd,h( ksõ fhda¾la iy 

,kavka" ms' 41-63" ms'57 ys'

20' ckdêm;s udOH wxYh ^2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu l%shd;aul lsÍu i|yd 

iydh fok f,i ckdêm;s;=ud úmlaIfhka b,a,d isáhs'˜ 2023 ud¾;= 22" m%fõY úh yels 

fjí ,smskh( https://pmd.gov.lk/news/president-requests-the-opposition-to-support-the-implemen-
tation-of-the-imf-agreement/.
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cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. .súiqug t<U b;d flá 

l,lskau" Y%S ,xldfõ úYd,;u nyqmd¾Yaúl Kh fok wdh;k 

folla jk wdishdkq ixj¾Ok nexl=j iy f,dal nexl=j furg      

—wd¾Ól ia:djr;ajhg˜ iydh oelaùu i|yd ms<sfj,ska t'c'fvd'ñ' 

350 la iy t'c'fvd' ñ' 700 la ne.ska w¨;ska Kh ,nd fok nj 

ksfõokh lf<ah' fïjd oekg mj;sk úfoaY Kh lkaog tl;= jk 

w¨;a Kh fõ'

.súiqu idlÉPd lrk ,oafoa flfiao@ 

Y%S ,xld rchg iajlSh úfoaY Kh wdmiq f.ùu meyer yeÍu 

fkdje<elaúh yels ;;a;ajhg m;a jQ úg" rch 2022 ud¾;= ui ueo 

Nd.fha § cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, fj; fhdackd bÈßm;a lsÍu 

wdrïN l< w;r" 2022 wfma%,a udifha § kj jevigykla i|yd 

we;s iajlSh Wkkaÿj m%ldY lf<ah' 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a úOdhl uKav,fha wkque;sh ,nd 

§ug fmr rch úiska .; hq;= —mQ¾j l%shdud¾.˜ olajñka 2022 

iema;eïn¾ udifha § cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a ld¾h uKav, 

uÜgfï .súiqu ilia lr wjika lrk ,§' tfia lrk ,oafoa w¨;ska 

uQ,H myiqlï imhd §ug fmr mjd rch rdcH úhoï lmamdÿ lsÍfï 

m%;sm;a;s l%shdjg kexùug we;s iajlSh foaYmd,k lemùu m%o¾Ykh 

l< hq;=h hkak cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a jevigykla i|yd jk 

mQ¾j fldkafoaish jk neúks'

fuu idlÉPdj,§ Y%S ,xldj lsisÿ b,a,Sula bÈßm;a lf<a 

ke;' Y%S ,xldj me;af;ka ;snqfKa tlu tl wruqKla muKls' tkï 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a Khla ,nd .ekSu iy yels blaukska th 

,nd .ekSuhs' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. fjdIskagka ã'iS' ys § 

fuka u fld<U § o mej;s idlÉPdj,g fmr fyda ta w;r;=r rch Y%S 

,xldfõ ck;djf.a fmdÿ hym; u; mokïj ziSudjkaZ y÷kdf.k 

;snQ njg" ke; fyd;a jvd;a ksYaÑ; f,i i|yka lrkafka kï" 

w¾nqoh fya;=fjka mSvd ú¢k mqoa.,hska cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a 

jevigykaj, uQ,sl wjYH;djhla jQ rdcH úhoï lmamdÿ lsÍfï 

l%shdud¾. j, n,mEfuka wdrlaId lsÍfï Wmdh ud¾.hla y÷kdf.k 
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;snQ njg lsisÿ idlaIshla ke;' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iajlSh 

fldkafoais bÈßm;a l< w;r rch tajd iïmQ¾Kfhka u ms<s.;af;ah' 

2023 fmnrjdß ui w. Nd.fha § ckdêm;s rks,a úl%uisxy 

isÿ l< m%ldYhlska fuh ikd: fõ' —Tjqka cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo, wmg bgq lsÍug ld¾hhka myf<djla mejrejd ''' fmnrjdß 

15 fjks od ̂ 2023& wms wfmka n,dfmdfrd;a;= jQ ish,a, iïmQ¾K lr 

fjdIskagkhg heõjd˜'21

fjdIskagka ã'iS' ys § .súiqug wkque;sh ,eîug fmr .súiqfï 

i|yka ksYaÑ; l%shdud¾. ms<sn|j md¾,sfïka;=jg iy ck;djg 

fy<sorõ lsÍula isÿ fkdùh'22 flfia fj;;a" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

wfmalaId lf<a l=ulao hkak rch l,a;nd .;a l%shdud¾. j,ska fmkS 

.sfhah' nÿ jeä lsÍu" fmd<S wkqmd; by< oeóu" rdcH wxYfha jegqma 

úhou wvq lsÍu" m%d.aOk úhoï wvq lsÍu" iy bkaOk" úÿ,sh iy 

c,h i|yd fj<|fmd< u; ñ, kshu lsÍu tu l%shdud¾.hs'

Y%S ,xldj 1948 § ì%;dkHfhka ksoyi ,nd .;a od isg fï olajd 

we;s jQ W.%;u iudc" foaYmd,k iy uQ,H w¾nqofhys meg,S isák 

w;r;=r iy 2022 j¾Ih mqrd tys wd¾Ólh 8] l muK m%udKhlska 

wdmiaig .uka l< ;;a;ajhla ;=< fuu l%shdud¾. f.k we;s w;r" 

ta ish,a, ldka;djkag" lïlre mka;shg" iajhx /lshd,dNSkag iy 

ÿmam;=kag wêl f,i mSvd we;s lf<ah'

fuu lsisÿ —ld¾hhla˜ fyda l%shdud¾.hla iïnkaOfhka rcfha 

ljhka ;=< lsisÿ úreoaaO;ajhla we;s fkdùh' ckdêm;s úl%uisxyf.a 

md,k ;ka;%h iy rcfha iy úmlaIfha isák fndfyda md¾,sfïka;= 

uka;%Sjre Y%S ,xldfõ wd¾Ólh lvd jeàug fya;= iy thg úi÷ï 

iïnkaOfhka cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a u;jdouh woyiau or;s'

21' Newswire.lk (2023), —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska wm fj; mjrk ,o ld¾hhka 15 

u iïmQ¾K lr we; - ckdêm;s˜" newswire.lk, 2023 fmnrjdß 21" m%fõY úh yels fjí 

,smskh(  https://www.newswire.lk/2023/02/21/all-15-tasks-assigned-to-us-by-imf-completed-pres-
ident/.
22' fldar,f.a" nqjkÔ ^2022&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu m%isoaêhg m;a lrk f,i 

iu.s ck n.fõ.h b,a,d isáhs˜ o fuda¾ksx" 2022 iema;eïn¾ 4" m%fõY úh yels fjí 

,smskh( https://www.themorning.lk/articles/217076.
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cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu u.ska m%j¾Okh lrkq ,nk 

kj ,snr,a m%;sixialrK rduqfõ § iy tajd  y÷kajd§fï § furg 

j¾;udk md,kh cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. Wkkaÿfjka yjq,a 

jk yjq,alrefjls' j¾;udkfha .ksñka ;sfnk mshjr w;ßka" 

úl%uisxyf.a fmr md,k ld,hka ;=< ^2001-2003 iy 2015-2019& 

W;aidy fkdl< fyda mlaIj lghq;= fkdl< lsisÿ w¨;a mshjrla 

ke;s ;rïh' 1977 j¾Ifhka miqj Y%S ,xldj kj ,snr,a m%;sm;a;s 

foig yeÍu .eUqre lsÍfï fuu m%h;akhka úúO idOl fya;=fjka 

- tkï m%;sm;a;s m%;sixialrK ;=<skau ckkh jQ fya;= fuka u rfÜ 

foaYmd,k wd¾Ólh ;=<ska ks¾udK jQ fya;= ksid o wekysáfhah" 

ke;fyd;a y÷kajd §ug fkdyels jQfhah'

fuu wjia:dfõ §" fuu w¾nqofha nrm;,lu iy iudchg 

we;s jQ oeä lïmkh fya;=fjka ks¾udKh jQ wjia:dj u.ska"    

miq.sh jir y;<sy mqrdjg úfrdaOh t,a, jQ fyda oshdre jQ 

jHqyd;aul m%;sixialrK rdcH wxYh u; ;snQ kshdukh bj;a lsÍu" 

cki;=lrKh wfydais lsÍu iy rdcH wxYfha úYd,;ajh wvq lsÍu 

hk iuia; .uka m:hla ;=< l%shd;aul lsÍu flfrys rdcHh ;=< 

fukau isú,a iudcfhka o ̂ jHdmdr" jD;a;Sh iñ;s" jD;a;ShfõoSkaf.a 

ix.ï j,ska& t,a, jk úfrdaO;d iy m%;smlaIùï hgm;a lrkq 

we;ehs kj ,snr,ajdofha Y+rfhda wfmalaId lr;s'

.súiqfuka woyia lrkafka l=ulao@

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. Y%S ,xldj we;slrf.k ;sfnk 

kj;u .súiqfï yrh jkafka o" 1980 oYlfha iy 1990 oYlfha 

isoq l< jHqyd;aul .e<mqï meflacj,g iudk jQ tu wruqK 

u" tkï" rdcH úhoï lmamdÿ lsÍu iy wd¾Ólh ;=< rdcHfha 

N+ñldj iSud lsÍuhs'23 th Kh.e;shdf.a wd¾Ól fi!LHh ms<sn|j                         

—foaYmd,kslj fufyhjkq ,nk˜ frda. úksYaphla iy .s, oeñh 

hq;= ;s;a; fnfy;a jÜfgdarejla fõ' zkj ,snr,ajdohz kï jQ fuu 

wd¾Ól úoHd iïm%odhg —uQ,sl wxY folla we; - tla w;lska rdcH 

23' fÜ,¾" ,dkaia ^1997&" —l;=jelsh( The Revival of the Liberal Creed –f.da,ShlrKh jQ 

wd¾Ólhl cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iy f,dal nexl=j˜" World Development, 25 fjks 

fj¿u" wxl 2" ms' 145-152
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úhoï lmamdÿj iy wfkla w;g foaYmd,kslj fufyhjkq ,nk" 

iDcqju Wvq w;g l%shd;aul m%;sjHdma;sh˜ tu wxY fol fõ'24

tfiau" wd¾Ól w¾nqoh we;sùug n,mE fya;= iïmQ¾Kfhkau 

tu rgg wdfõ‚l jQ fyda wNHka;r jQ fya;= jkafkah iy f,dal 

wd¾Ólh iuÕ tu rfgyss we;s iïnkaO;dj,g wod< jkafkah hkak 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, ieuod lrk frda. úksYaph iïnkaOfhka 

lsisÿ ixjdohla fkdue;' fhdackd lr we;s m%;sixialrKj, tlu 

wruqK jkafka rfÜ cd;sl wd¾Ólh" f.da,Sh Okjdoh iuÕ jvd 

fyd¢ka .e<mSuhs' 

flfia fj;;a" rdcH úhoï lmamdÿj hkq wd¾Ól úoHdjg 

jvd jeä hula fõ' th foaYmd,k f;aÍuls' oekg l%shd;aul fjñka 

mj;sk iudc-wd¾Ól m%;sixialrK úiska we;slrk ck;djf.a 

w;Dma;sh iy ixúOdkd;aul wxYj, m%;sfrdaOh rch úiska ch.; 

hq;= h' fï wkqj" rks,a úl%uisxy wdKavqj udkj iy m%cd;ka;%jd§ 

whs;sjdislï" úfYaIfhka u úfrdaO;d oelaùfï whs;sh o hgm;a 

lrñka isáhs'25 

2022 j¾Ifha ck;d ke.sàfuys l%shdldÍka isr.; lsÍu 

i|yd;a" Tjqka wem u; ksoyia jQ úg wêlrK yryd Tjqkag ysßyer 

lsÍu i|yd;a" tfuka u c, m%ydr iy l÷¿ .Eia Ndú;d lrñka 

iduldó /iaùï iy fm<md,s úiqrejd yeÍu i|yd;a rcfha u¾ok 

hka;%h tys Wmßu n,fhka l%shd;aul fjñka ;sfí' fhdað; z;%ia; 

úfrdaë mk;Z iy n,d;aul lr we;s zmqkre;a:dmk ld¾hdxYh 

mk;z u.ska rdcH jHqyhka ;=<g yuqodj wka;¾.; lr" yuqodlrKh 

ia:dmkh lr ;sfí'26

24' fn%k¾" frdn¾Ü ^2017&" —W;afm%arl y÷kajd§u˜" Catalyst, 1 fjk fj¿u" Vol. 1, No. 1: 
3-25 at p. 10, m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://catalyst-journal.com/2017/11/editorial-robert-
brenner.

25' fÜ,¾" ,dkaia ^1997&" —l;=jelsh( 'The Revival of the Liberal Creed' - f.da,ShlrKh 

jQ wd¾Ólhl cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iy f,dal nexl=j˜" World Development, 25 fjks 

fj¿u" wxl 2" ms' 145-152'

26' i;al=Kkdoka" wïìld ^2023&" —rdcmlaIjrekaf.a md,kh ì|jegqK o Y%S ,xldj 

wLKavj rg yuqodlrKh lrhs'˜ Himal Southasian, 2023 cQ,s 31" m%fõY úh yels fjí 

,smskh( https://www.himalmag.com/sri-lanka-militarisation-rajapaksas-aragalaya-prevention-of-
terrorism-act/.
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cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqfuys m%Odku wruqK jkafka 

rdcH wxYfha jegqma iy úY%du jegqma" iudc iqnidOk m%;s,dN iy 

iykdOdr i|yd jk rcfha úhou wvq lsÍu iy fm!oa.,SlrKh 

fyda zrdcH-fm!oa.,sl-yjq,aldß;ajhkaz yryd rdcH Wmfhda.s;d 

iy rch i;= jHjidhkays ysñldÍ;ajh neyer lsÍu fõ' wdodhï 

me;af;ka ie,l+ úg" nÿ wdodhu ^iDcq yd jl%& jeä lsÍug iy nÿ 

tl;= lsÍfï ld¾hlaIu;djh jeä lsÍug m%uqL;ajh fokq ,efí'

jevigyfka tla m%udKd;aul ld¾h idOk ks¾Kdhlhla 

jkafka rcfha oS¾> ld,Skj mj;sk whjeh ys.h - tkï rcfha 

úhou tys wdodhug jvd ie,lsh hq;= f,i jeäùfï ;;a;ajh - 

2025 j¾Ih jk úg o< foaYSh ksIamdÈ;fhka 2'3] g iudk m%d:ñl 

w;sßla;hla njg m;a lsÍuhs' rcfha úhou rcfha wdodhug jvd wvq 

úh hq;= nj fuhska woyia flfrhs' fuh ´kEu rchlg fhda.H 

;;a;ajhlaa njg lsisÿ ielhla ke;' flfia fj;;a" h:d¾:h 

wkqj" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a jevigyk wjika ùug;a fmr 

iy ck;dj iudc-wd¾Ól m%lD;su;a ùu <`.dlr .ekSug;a fmr 

w;sßla;hla we;slr .ekSu hkafkka woyia lrkafka l=ulao@ 

mqrjeishkag ;u Ôjk ;;a;ajh iy Ôjfkdamdh wdrlaId lr.ekSu 

i|yd fmdÿ NdKav iy fmdÿ iykdOdr fj; fmdÿ m%fõYh ,eîu 

yryd jeäl< iudc m%;smdok wjYH jQ úg" rch th imhd §u 

fjkqjg Kh wdmiq f.ùu i|yd ixÑ; f.dv ke.Su msKsi tu 

lafIa;%j, wdfhdack lmd yßk nj thska woyia flfrhs'

thg wu;rj" Kh-mSvdjg m;aj" w¾nqofhys n,mEug ,laj 

;sfnk wd¾Ólhla ;=< úfoaY m%d.aOk .,dtaï iy iDcq nÿ yryd 

,efnk rcfha wdodhu wfmalaId iy.; úh fkdyel¦ by< jl% 

nÿlrKh ̂ Okj;=kag jvd ÿmam;=kag o~qjï lsÍu& iy fmdÿ j;alï 

l=Kq fld,a,hg úl=Kd oeóu ta fjkqjg fhdod .kq ,nk wdfoaYl 

njg m;afõ' ,xld Lksc f;,a kS;s.; ixia:dj" ,xld úÿ,sn, 

uKav,h" ,sfg%da .Eia" cd;sl ksjdi ixj¾Ok wêldßh" cd;sl mY= 

iïm;a ixj¾Ok uKav,h" cd;sl c, iïmdok yd c,dmjyk 

uKav,h" Y%S ,xld rlaIK ixia:dj iy Y%S ,xld fg,sfldï jeks 

rdcH jHjidh fj<|fmd< ;=< meje;Su uÕska wvq wdodhï,dNS 
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l=gqïN j,g jdisodhl fyda wjdisodhl jk wdldrfhka fj<|fmd< 

ñ, kshu l< yel' rdcH ixia:d iy rdcH nexl= mqoa.,SlrKh 

lsÍu rdcH ysñldÍ;ajh iys; ;rÕldÍ jHjidh w;am;a lr .ekSu 

fyda jid oeóu yryd mqoa.,sl wxYfha l%shdldÍkag fj<|fmd< ;=< 

;u n,h ixflakaøkh lr .ekSug uÕ mdod fohs'

rfÜ úYd,;u nexl= fol rdcH i;= nexl= jk iy uy 

nexl=j fj<|fmd< wjYH;dj,g jvd rcfha wjYH;djhg jvd;a 

.e<fmk f,i yev.eiS we;ehs i,lkq ,nk ;;a;aajhla ;=< 

nexl= l¾udka;fha iïmQ¾K fjkila isÿ lsÍu yryd uQ,H wxYfha 

ia:djr;ajh we;slsÍu iy rdcH md,kh flfrys ^cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo, fjkqfjka Y%S ,xldfõ&" úfYaIfhkau ¥IK úfrdaë kS;s 

iïmdokh flfrys wjOdkh fhduq lsÍu kj jevigyfka wfkl=;a 

wruqKq fõ'

wjidk jYfhka" Y%S ,xld rch úiska fj<| ,snr,alrKh" 

Y%u fj<|fmd< kuHYS,S;ajh" bvï fjf<|fmd< ,sys,alrKh" iy 

foaY.=‚l úm¾hdi i|yd wjodkï rlaIKh iy wkqj¾;kh jeks 

m%;sixialrK ud,djla l%shd;aul l< hq;=j we;' fuu —j¾Okh 

jeä ÈhqKq lrk— m%;sm;a;s uÕska wjia:d iy hymeje;au mjd 

ixfla;j;a lrk NdIdj Ndú;d lrk w;r u" Y%u msßjeh wvq lsÍu 

^jev lrk meh .Kk iïnkaO iSud yd kS;s bj;a lsÍu" fiajlhska 

fiajhg .ekSfï iy bj;a lsÍfï l%uh y÷kajd §u" jevj¾ck 

lsÍfï whs;sh iSud lsÍu yryd& iy ldka;djka jegqma ,nk                                                                                    

/lshdj, jeä jYfhka fhoùu we;=¿ wdkhk-wmkhk fj<|dfuys" 

lDIsjHdmdrj, ^j.d l< yels bvï whs;sh iy Ndú;h ms<sn| 

iSudjka bj;a lsÍu yryd& iy uQ,H fiajdjkays ^mdßißl ydks 

i|yd& mqoa.,sl m%d.aOkh" úfYaIfhkau úfoaY m%d.aOkh m%j¾Okh 

lsÍug wruqKq lrhs'

2023 iy 2027 w;r ld,fha oS fuu lafIa;%j, m%.;sh jirlg 

fojrla" tkï cqks iy foieïn¾ udij,§ iudf,dapkh lrkq 

,efí' ms<sfj,ska iema;eïn¾ iy ud¾;= udij, oS isÿ lrkq ,nk 

ld¾h uKav, uÜgfï iudf,dapk j,ska miqj cd;Hka;r uQ,H 
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wruqo, iEySulg m;ajkafka kï" jevigyk wjika jk f;la 

tu wruqo, úiska t'c'fvd' ñ' 333 ne.ska jQ Kh uqo,a ,nd fokq 

we;' jevigyk ie,eiaug wkqj l%shd;aul jqjfyd;a" th tla 

tla jdßlh wd¾Ól m%;sm;a;s ñKqï ,l=Kq j,g ne£ we;s iudk 

jdßl kjhlska iukaú; jk w;r" th iuia;hla f,i Y%S ,xldj 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a m%d.aOk wruqo,g ,nd fok fldagdfjka" 

ke; fyd;a odhl;ajfhka 395] g iudk fõ'

rdcH úhoï lmamdÿj mSvdldÍ jkafka flfiao@ 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,ys jevigyka iu. iïnkaO ù 

mj;skafka tu wruqo, úiska —uQ,H tald.%;djh˜ f,i iqyoj úia;r 

lrkq ,nk rdcH úhoï lmamdÿ lsÍfï m%;sm;a;s fõ' tys§ Kh 

w¾nqofhys iy wd¾Ól w¾nqofhys msßjeh Okj;a iy n,j;a wh 

úiska ÿmam;a iy n,h ke;s wh fj; udre lrkq ,efí' fuu 

m%;sm;a;sj, ydkslr n,mEï jevigyk wdrïN lsÍug fmr isg 

u wdrïN fõ' iudc-wd¾Ól lïmk m%;sldrfhys zfõokdjz Kh 

uqof,ys zm%;s,dNhgz fmr ;sìh hq;= w;r Y%S ,xldj iïnkaOfhka 

o tfia úh hq;=h'27

wd¾Ól ksIamdokh iy fiajd kshqla;sh j¾Okh lsÍu 

m%j¾Okh l< hq;= wjia:djl cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska 

m%j¾Okh lrkq ,nk l%shdud¾. j,g by< fmd,S wkqmd; mekùu 

iy rdcH úhoï wvqlsÍu we;=<;a fõ' mqoa.,hska ÿ¾j, lrjk nyq-

w¾nqohla ;=< fndfyda fofkl= w;yer oud jdikdjka; iq¿ msßi 

muKla yiq lr.kakd iudc wdrlaIK oe<la u.ska m%;sia:dmkh 

lsÍu msKsi fmdÿ iudc whs;sjdislï wvqlsÍula isÿ lr ;sfí'

mqrjeishkaf.ka úYd, m%udKhlg úkdYldÍ f,i n,mE 

we;eï zfmr l%shdud¾.Z fudkjdo@ 2022 j¾Ifha § t'c'fvd' 1 la 

27' pkaøfial¾" iS'mS' ^2022&" —¨yq fmfj;g Y%S ,xldfõ w¾nqoh wjika l< yelso@˜" 

Frontline, 2022 Tlaf;dan¾ 20" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://frontline.thehindu.
com/columns/economic-perspectives-can-austerity-end-the-sri-lanka-crisis/article66001512.ece;    
lÈr.du¾" wys,ka¦ .=Kj¾Ok" foajl¦ iy Y%Sorka" is;=c ^2023&" —Y%S ,xldfõ cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqo,a .súiqu lvd jefgk wd¾Ólhla .uka u. fjkia fkdlrkq we;˜" The 
Wire, 2023 ud¾;= 22" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://thewire.in/south-asia/sri-lankas-imf-
agreement-debt-financing-alternatives.
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re' 200 isg re' 360 olajd iS>%fhka my; jefgñka ,xld remsh, 

wjm%udKh ùu ta w;r fõ' fuh ck;djf.a uqo,a b;=reïj, 

jákdlu w;=.d oeuQ w;r" wdydr iy bkaOkj, isg" T!IO" wuqøjH 

iy w;rueÈ NdKav olajd jQ wdkhksl ksIamdok úYd, mrdihl 

msßjeh ie,lsh hq;= f,i jeä lf<ah' tys m%;sM,hla f,i Tjqkaf.a 

ñ,§ .ekSfï Yla;sh wvq úh'

ÿmam;=ka wêl f,i mSvdjg m;a lrk neúka m%;s.dó hehs 

y÷kajkq ,nk jl% nÿlrKh ^tl;= w.h u; noao& 50] l 

m%udKhlska by< ouk ,o w;r" th wod< lsÍfï úIh m:h o 

mq¿,a lr we;' úÿ,s ixfoaY noao 15] l m%udKhlska jeä lrk 

,§¦ remsh, wjm%udKh ùu fya;=fjka jegqma yd fõ;kj, ienE 

jákdlu 40] l m%udKhlska wvqjQ iy WoaOukh iy w;HjYH 

øjHj, ñ, .Kka is;d.; fkdyels ;rï by< .sh miqj mjd 

mqoa.,sl wdodhï nÿ iSudj uilg remsh,a 100"000 olajd wvq lrk 

,§' l=,S f.ùï" bkaOk" Wmfhda.s;d" wdydr" iy fm!oa.,slj úhoï 

lrkq ,nk fi!LH yd wOHdmk .dia;= i|yd jk l=gqïN úhoï 

wLKavj iS>%fhka by< hdu uOHfhys ia:djr udisl wdodhï ,nk 

úêu;a wxYfha fiajlhska iy uOHu mdka;sl jD;a;slhska oeä 

f,i mSvdjg m;aj we;'

úÿ,sh .dia;= udi yhla ;=< fojrla jeä lrk ,§ ^2022 

wf.daia;= udifha § 75] l iy 2023 fmnrjdß udifha § ;j;a 66] 

l m%udKhlska&' úÿ,s ì, wêl f,i by< hdu;a iu." jeäjk 

ys. uqo,a f.ùug fkdyelsùu" iy ,efnk iq¿ wdodhfuka wdydr" 

.Eia iy N+ñf;,a i|yd m%uqL;ajh §u fya;=fjka ksjdi 500"000 g 

wdikak ixLHdjl úÿ,s iemhqu úikaê lrkq ,en we;' f.dùkag 

iy ëjrhskag w;HjYH bkaOkhla jk N+ñf;,aj, ñ, udi 12 l 

ld,hla ;=< 400] g jvd jeä m%udKhlska by< f.dia we;' fï 

ksid l=vd mßudK ëjrhskag Èkm;d uqyqÿ hdug;a" uqyqfoa fndfyda 

ÿr .uka lsÍug;a úYd, úhoula oeÍug isÿù we;' tys m%;sM,hla 

f,i" ud¿ iemhqu wvq ù tys ñ, úYd, f,i by< f.dia we;s w;r" 

fuu jeo.;a fm%daàka m%Njh ks;sm;d mßfNdackh lsÍu fndfyda 

l=gqïNhkag oeßh fkdyelalla ù ;sfí'
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fÄojdplh kï" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska mkjd we;s 

fldkafoais id¾:l tajd njg f.da,Sh jYfhka ikd: jk idlaIs 

fkdue;sj mjd ^tu fldkafoais wd¾Òl j¾Okh jeä ÈhqKq lrk 

tajd njg iy wd¾Ól j¾Okh w;alr.;a muKska oßø;djh wvq 

l< yelsh hk iSñ; yd fodaI iys; moku u;& tu fldkafoais 

l%shd;aul lrñka isáhs'  we;a; jYfhka u" f,dj mqrd rgj,ska 

,efnk idlaIs j,g wkqj" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a jevigyka 

iys; rgj, j¾Ok wkqmd; tajdfhys iaffjÍ Kh w¾nqohg 

fmr ld,mßÉfþohg jvd fndfyda fihska wvqh¦ by< u wdodhï 

,nk lKavdhï w;r Okh ixflakaøKh ùula isÿù ;sfí¦ iy 

iudcfha by<u isák lsysm fokd iy my<u isák fndfyda fokd 

w;r mq¿,a fjñka mj;sk wdodhï mr;rhla ;sfnk nj wdodhï 

wiudk;djfhys ñkqï j,ska fmkakqï lrhs'28 Y%S ,xldfõ 1977 

j¾Ifhka miq t<ô zújD; wd¾Ólz m%;sixialrKj,ska miq ld,h" 

1948 j¾Ifha ksoyi ,eîug fmr iy miq ld,h iu. ixikaokh 

lrk úg Y%S ,xldfõ o fuu ft;sydisl w;aoelSu we;'29

bkaÈhdj iy Ökh

bkaÈhka id.rfha l%Svd lrñka ;sfnk zuyd fi,a,uz ;=< Y%S 

,xldj Ökfha iy bkaÈhdfõ N+ foaYmd,k wNs,dIhka w;r isrù 

isák rgla f,i i,lkq ,efí' uyskao rdcmlaI md,kfha ^2005-

2008& úfoaY m%;sm;a;sh ;=< m%ldYs;j u Ökhg .e;s keUqrejla 

;snq‚' flfia fj;;a" furg wd¾Ól w¾nqoh wdrïNfha isgu" 

bkaÈhdj Y%S ,xldfõ m%Odk oaúmd¾Yaúl wdOdrlre f,i Ökh 

bj;alr oeuqfõh' fuu l,dmSh wdêm;Hh orkakka fofokdu ;u 

Wmdhud¾.sl iy jd‚c wjYH;d i|yd Y%S ,xldj r|jd .ekSug 

iy wfkldf.a n,mEu WodiSk lsÍug Wkkaÿ fj;s'

28' jhsiafn%dÜ" ud¾la¦ fíl¾" ãka¦ khsudka frdn¾Ü iy fkagd .s,d ^2021&" j¾Okh 

ÿmam;=kag hym;a úh yel - kuq;a cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a iy f,dal nexl=fõ m%;sm;a;s 

j¾Okhg fyd|o@ wd¾Ól m%;sm;a;s m¾fhaIK uOHia:dkh" 2001 uehs" m%fõY úh yels 

fjí ,smskh( https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/103947/econ_growth_2001_05.pdf.
29' ialkaol=ud¾" nd,isxyï ^2014&" wiudkd;au;djh iys; j¾Okh( Y%S ,xldfõ kj 

,snr,ajdofha foaYmd,k wd¾Ólh" Europe Solidaire San Frontières, m%fõY úh yels fjí 

,smskh( https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article30941.
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cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iu. .súiqu we;slr .ekSu m%udo 

lsÍu i|yd Ökh úiska Y%S ,xldjg ,nd§ we;s Kh m%;sjHqy.; 

lsÍu iïnkaOfhka zll=f,ka we§ulaZ isÿ lrkafka hehs bka§h iy 

ngysr udOH fmkajd § ;snqKs' Ökh" Y%S ,xldfõ oaúmd¾Yaúl Kh 

m%udKfhka 10] la o" uq¿ úfoaY Kh m%udKfhka 20] la o ,nd § 

;sfí ^fjki jkafka rcfhka rchg ,nd § we;s iDcq Kh fjkqjg 

Ök nexl= j,ska Kh ,nd §uhs&' oeä Kh wd;;shla fyda meyer 

yeÍula isÿ jQ úg îðx ys ms<sfj; ù we;af;a wdmiq f.ùug we;s 

Kh jákdlfuys wvqlsÍula ^tkï" wvq lsÍu we;=¿j m%;sjHqy.; 

lsÍula& isÿ lsÍug úreoaO ùu iy ta fjkqjg Kh uqof,ys l,a 

msÍfï ld,h §¾> lsÍuhs' 

—Kh m%;sjHqy.; lsÍï j,§ mdvq Ndrfkd.ekSu iïnkaOfhka 

Ökh bÈßm;a lrk m%Odk ;¾l folla ;sfí' bka m<uqjekak" 

tys Kh ixj¾Okh b,lal lr.;a tajd jk neúka tu Kh 

uqo,a Kh .ekqïlrejkaf.a wdodhï W;amdok jHdmD;s iu. ne£ 

we; hkakhs' fojekak kï Kh iïmQ¾Kfhka u wdmiq f.ùug 

ie,eiaùfï j¾;udk ;;a;ajh fjkqjg" fuys§ nyqmd¾Yaúl nexl= o 

iyNd.S lr.; hq;=h hkakhs˜" hkqfjka fld<U m%;sm;a;s wOHhk 

wdh;kfha ÿIaks ùrfldaka mjikakSh'30

i;H jYfhkau" Y%S ,xldj ish nyqmd¾Yaúl Kh f.ùfï 

§ mYapd;a meyer yeÍu wLKavj isÿlr f.k f.dia we;s w;r" 

oaúmd¾Yaúl iy jd‚c Kh ysñhkag idfmalaIj cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wdh;k jdisodhl ;;a;ajhl ;nñka tu Kh ysñhkaf.ka Kh 

iyk i|yd n,mEïfldg fkdue;'

flfia fj;;a" Ökfha wruqo,a j,ska l%shd;aul lrk ,o 

jHdmD;sj,ska wdfhdack u; m%;s,dN ,eîu iy tu jHdmD;sj, 

^ÿmam;=ka i|yd iSñ; jákdlula we;s uyd mßudK há;, myiqlï 

j,ska Tíng& zixj¾OkZ ÈYdk;sh ms<sn| foaYSh jYfhka úfõpk 

mej;Su;a" md,kfha isá foaYmd,lhska iy ks,OdÍka iïnkaO uyd 

mßudK ¥IK fpdaokd mej;Su;a ksid Ökfha by; i|yka l< 

m<uq jeks ;¾lh ;jÿrg;a úuid ne,sh hq;=h'

30' ùrfldaka" ÿIaks ^2023&" —Y%S ,xldfõ Kh m%;sjHqy.; lsÍfï ud¾. is;shu( idlaIs    

wkq.ukh lsÍu˜" Daily FT, 2023 cQ,s 28" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.ft.lk/
columns/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-restructuring-roadmap-Following-the-evidence/4-750714.
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Y%S ,xldj t'c'fvd' ñ,shk 2"830 l ^uOHu rcfha Khj,ska 

3'5] l m%udKhla& Kh ,ndf.k ;sfnk Ökfha tlaiafmda¾Ü-

bïfmda¾Ü ^tlaisï& nexl=j —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a jevigykg 

úfYaI iïnkaO;djlaa iys;j iy Kh ;sridrNdjh ms<sn| meyeÈ,sj 

olajñka Kh m%;sjHQy.; lsÍula i|yd zúfYaIs; iy úYajdikShZ 

uQ,H iy;slùula ,nd §u;a˜ iu. Ökh iy cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

w;r ;snQ wjysrh wjika úh'31 fmfkkakg ;sfnk mßÈ iy;sl lr 

we;af;a Kh f.ùu i|yd jir foll ^2022 iy 2023& Kh mud 

iyk ld,hls¦ tfukau —uOH yd È.=ld,Sk Kh l,uKdlrKh˜ 

iïnkaOfhka Y%S ,xld n,OdÍka iu. läkï idlÉPd meje;aùfï 

fmdfrdkaÿjhs'

w¨;ska uQ,H myiqlï imhd §ug Ökh miqng ùu bkaÈhdjg 

;u l,dmSh m%;sjdÈhd wNsnjd jdis ,nd .ekSug iy ;u wi,ajeis 

¥m;a rdcHh flfrys wysñj ;snQ n,mEï lsÍfï n,h kej; ,nd 

.ekSug wjia:djla ù ;sfí'

Y%S ,xldjg fjk;a kj wruqo,a uQ,dY%hla fkd;snQ wjia:dfõ 

bkaÈhdj 2022 j¾Ih mqrd Y%S ,xldjg udkqISh wdOdr iu. fláld,Sk 

uQ,H myiqlï ,nd ÿka w;r tajdfhys jákdlu t'c'fvd' ñ' 4"000 

la muK fõ' fuu uQ,H meflachg Lksc f;,a wdkhkh lsÍu 

i|yd bkaÈhdkq —tlaiafmdaÜ wekaâ bïfmdaÜ˜ nexl=fjka t'c'fvd'ñ' 

500 l Kh uqo,la" t'c'fvd'ñ' 400 l uqo,a yqjudre Khla" t'c'fvd' 

ñ,shk oyilg ^1"000& wêl bkaÈhdkq NdKav i|yd wdishdkq 

ksIaldYk ix.ufha f.ùï l,a oeóula" iy w;HjYH wdydr iy 

T!IO ñ,§ .ekSu i|yd t'c'fvd' ñ' 1"000 l Kh uqo,la we;=<;a 

fõ'32

31' chisxy" WÈ; iy I,d,a" wekav%shd ^2023&" —Ök iyfhda.fhka miq Y%S ,xldj cd;ka;r 

uQ,H wruqof,ka fvd'ì' 2'9 l uqo,la ,nd .ekSug wdikakhss˜" frdhsg¾" 2023 ud¾;= 

08" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/sri-lanka-says-positive-
news-coming-imf-29-bln-package-2023-03-07/.
32' m¾;= idr;S" Ô' ^2022&" —bkaÈhdj Y%S ,xldjg ,nd ÿka wdOdr˜" o yskaÿ ìiakia ,hska" 

2022 uehs 9" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/
india-to-lankas-aid/article65398877.ece; PTI (2023), —wd¾Ól w¾nqofhka f.dvtau i|yd Y%S 

,xldjg wLKavj iydh fok nj bkaÈhdj mjihs˜" o yskaÿ" 2023 cQ,s 9" m%fõY úh yels 

fjí ,smskh( https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-says-it-will-continue-to-support-sri-
lanka-in-overcoming-its-financial-crisis/article67059997.ece.
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bkaÈhdj idïm%odhsl mß;Hd.YS,sfhla fkdfõ' th oaúmd¾Yaúl 

mß;Hd.YS,Skaf.a l%shdud¾. iïnkaëlrKh lrk meßia iudcfha 

idudðlfhla fkdfõ' flfia fj;;a" 2022 wd¾Ól w¾nqofhka miq" 

Ökh iy cmdkhg miqj bkaÈhdj Y%S ,xldfõ ;=kajk úYd,;u 

oaúmd¾Yaúl Kh ysñhd njg m;aj we;' tneúka" cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqo,g Y%S ,xldfõ Kh m%;sjHqy.; lsÍu i|yd bkaÈhdfõ iydh 

ms<ssn| iy;slùula wjYH úh' fuh 2023 ckjdß 17 fjks Èk 

idlaId;a lr .kakd ,§'

t;eka isg" bkaÈhdj Y%S ,xldfõ oaúmd¾Yaúl Kh ysñhkaf.a 

fmdÿ fõÈldjl iu iNdm;sjreka f,i cmdkh iy m%xYh iu. tla 

ù we;'33 Ökhg wdrdOkd lrkq ,enqj o" th fuu lKavdhug tla 

fkdjk nj fld<Ug oekqï § we;' Y%S ,xldj Ökh iu. fjkuu 

idlÉPd l< hq;= nj fuhska woyia flfrhs' tfukau wfkl=;a 

Kh ysñhka Tjqkaf.a fmdfrdkaÿ ,nd §ug fmr" tlsfkld w;r 

iudkd;au;djfhka ie,lSu iy;sl lsÍu i|yd" Kh m%;sjHqy.; 

lsÍu jYfhka Ökh msßkukafka l=ulao hkak foi n,d isákq 

we;'

Y%S ,xldfõ úfoaY m%;sm;a;sh i|yd jk weÕùï Y%S ,xldj 

;=< wjOdkhg ,laj fkdue;'34 Y%S ,xldfõ iaffjÍ;ajh ms<sn|j 

bkaÈhdjg há ie,iqï we;s njg isxy, cd;sljd§ka wk;=re 

wÕj;s( úfYaIfhka u ;%sl=Kdu,h .eUqre uqyqÿ jrdh" f;,a bkaOk 

iemhSfï myiqlï iy jrdh wjg wNHka;r m%foaY md,kh lsÍu¦ 

fudaÈ md,khg iïnkaO wodks iuQyhg fld<U jrdfha ngysr 

nyd¨ï m¾hka;hg iy wfkl=;a ia:dkj, mqk¾ckkSh n,Yla;s 

33' lsydrd" f,ald iy fvda frdißfhda" fcdaf.,skd ^2023&" —cmdkh" bkaÈhdj iy m%xYh 

Y%S ,xld Kh ysñhka i|yd fmdÿ fõÈldjla ksfõokh lrhs'˜ frdhsg¾ia" 2023 wfm%a,a 14" 

m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/japan-india-france-launch-
creditors-meeting-sri-lanka-debt-2023-04-13/.
34' t;srdcka" wkanrdika ^2022&" —Y%S ,xld w¾nqoh( ¥m;a rdcHh ;=< bkaÈhdj Ökh wNsnjd 

hñka isákafkao@˜" BBC.com, 2022 cQms 20" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-india-62218050; foajm%sh" WÈ; ^2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a uQ,H 

wdOdrh Y%S ,xldfõ úfoaY m%;sm;a;sh fjkia lrñka ;sfnk wdldrh˜ Himal Southasian, 
2023 ud¾;= 30" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.himalmag.com/imf-bailout-sri-lanka-
china-india-us-foreign-policy/.
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jHdmD;sj,g wkq.%ymQ¾jl m%fõYh¦ iy bkaÈhdkq jHdmdßl 

<eÈhdjkag jdisodhl jk iy foaYSh wd¾Ólh ;=< tajdfhys 

jeo.;alu jeä lrk idOlhla jk bkaÈhdkq remsh, mßj¾;kh 

lsÍfï yelshdj iu. fiajd fj<|du ,sys,a lsÍu thg we;=<;a fõ'

mlsia:dkh iy nx.,dfoaYh

ol=Kq wdishdfõ ;j;a rgj,a jk nx.,sfoaYh iy mlsia;dkh 

o Kh mSvdjg ,laj we;s w;r" Y%S ,xldfõ ìysiqKq w;aoelSu tu 

rgj, o isÿ fkdjk njg j.n,d .ekSug tu rgj, rchka iy 

mqrjeishka W;aiql fj;s' tu rgj,a foflka tlla fyda Kh meyer 

yeÍug fmr iy Tjqkaf.a úfoaY ixÑ; iïmQ¾Kfhkau laIh ùug 

fmr ^2023 fmnrjdß jk úg mlsia:dkfha t'c'fvd'ñ' 3"000 g jvd 

my; jeà ;snqK o&" tu rgj,a folu cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

we;=¿ ndysr uQ,H wdh;k j,ska uQ,H wdOdr wfmalaId l<y' tu 

rgj, Kh meyer yeÍula fkd;snQ neúka" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

iu. Tjqkaf.a idlÉPd Y%S ,xldjg jvd fõ.j;a úh ^Y%S ,xldjg 

jirlg wdikak ld,hla .; úh&( nx.,dfoaYhg udi yhla iy 

mdlsia;dkhg udi wgla .; úh'

2023 ckjdß udifha §" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, nx.,dfoaYhg 

udi 42 la mqrd t'c'fvd' ñ' 4"700 la ,nd §u wkqu; lf<ah' tu 

iïmQ¾K uqo, ,nd §u i|yd fldkafoais 30 la muK imqrd,sh 

hq;= fõ' cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a ztl we÷u ´kEu flfkl=g 

ish,a,kag .e<fmhsZ hk iQ;%h i,ld ne,Sfï §" fuu fldkafoais 

Y%S ,xldjg mkjd we;s fldkafoais j,g iudk ùu mqÿuhla fkdfõ' 

wfkl=;a l%shdud¾. w;r" úÿ,sh iy n,Yla;s ñ, .Kka fj<|fmd< 

o¾Yl.; l< lsÍu¦ rcfhka ,nd fok iykdOdr wvq lsÍu¦ nÿ 

ksoyia lsÍï m%udKh wvq lsÍu¦ nexl= wxYh m%;sixialrKh lsÍu¦ 

iy rcfha whjeh ys.h wvq lsÍu fõ'

fcHIaG wd¾Ól úoHd{ ßiajdkq,a bia,dï fufia woyia 

olajhs( —j¾;udk jevigyfka § iudc úhoï ms<sn| i|yka jk 

kuq;a" f;,a ñ, iy úÿ,sh .dia;= by< oeóu jeks ia:dhSlrK 
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l%shdud¾.j, iy iuia; wdydr WoaOukfhys n,mEfuka ÿmam;a iy 

wvq wdodhï,dNS ck;dj wdrlaId lrkafka flfiao hkak ms<sn| 

lsisÿ i|ykla ke;˜'35

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, iuÕ mlsia;dkfha .súiqu Y%S ,xldfõ 

.súiqfukaa udi ;=klg miqj" tkï 2023 cqks udifha § wjika úh' 

Y%S ,xldjg fuka fkdj" mlsia:dkh i|yd Kh §fï l%uh t'c'fvd' 

ñ' 3"000 l ^tkï cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,ys fldagdfjka 111] l& 

flá ld,Sk ^udi kjhl& iómia: Kh myiqlula fõ'36

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a fldkafoais ms<sme§ug nx.,sfoaYfha 

iy Y%S ,xldfõ rchka Wkkaÿfjka isák njla fmfkkakg ;snqK 

o" uq,ska mlsia:dkfha ta i|yd hï úreoaO;ajhla ;snqKs' ;u rg 

Lksc f;,a" iajdNdúl .Eia iy úÿ,s n,h i|yd imhk iykdOdr 

bj;a lsÍu iy lDIsl¾udka;h" wmkhk l¾udka; iy f;dr;=re 

;dlaIK jeks Wmdh ud¾.sl wxY i|yd nÿ iyk ,nd §u bj;a 

lsÍu we;=¿ cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, úiska mkjkq ,nk fldkafoais 

ms<sn| flaj,a lsÍug fkdyels jk ;rï ÿ¾j, ;;ajhlg m;alrkq 

msKsi" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, ;u rg Kh meyer yeÍu foig 

;,a¨ lrñka isák nj mlsia;dkfha tjlg uqo,a weu;s ^iy 

j¾;udk úfoaY weu;s& lshd isáfhah('

ilÉPd läkñka wjika lsÍug iyfhda.h fkdolajk 

wdldrfhka lghq;= lsÍu ms<sn|j cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,g fodia 

mjrñka Tyq lshd isáfha" —mlsia;dkh iaffjÍ rgla jk neúka 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, b,a,d isák ish,a, ms<s.; fkdyel 

''' úfoaYSh i;=re fldgiaj,g wjYH jkafka mlsia:dkh ;j;a 

35' bia,dï" ßiajkq,a ^2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a Kh i|yd jk fldkafoais bgq 

lsÍu( wdo¾Yhl isg nhdÿ YsIHfhl= olajd˜ Daily Star, 2023 uehs 14" m%fõY úh yels 

fjí ,smskh( https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/meeting-the-conditions-the-imf-
loan-3318831.
36' Od¾" iqfIdjka ^2023&" —mlsia;dkh( cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .kqfokqj iy tys 

úpdrlhska˜" CADTM.org, 2023 cQ,s 24" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.cadtm.
org/Pakistan-The-IMF-deal-and-its-critics; ISla" i,auka rd*s ^2023&" —mlsia:dkfha cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqof,a uQ,H iydh foaYmd,k m%;súmdl fkdue;sj fkdfõ˜" Himal Southasian, 2023 
wf.daia;= 03" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.himalmag.com/pakistan-imf-bailout-
economy-muslim-league-nawaz-pti-imran-khan/.
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Y%S ,xldjla njg m;a lsÍughs' túg cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, 

bia,dudndoa iuÕ idlÉPd lrkq we;˜ hkqfjks'37 tfia jqj;a" 

mdlsia;dk n,OdÍka fmd<S wkqmd; by< kxjd we;" n,Yla;s iy 

úÿ,s .dia;= by< kxjd we;" iy rcfha jegqma yd úY%du jegqma úhoï 

lmamdÿ lsÍug ie,iqï lr we;'

Y%S ,xldfõ fukau nx.a,dfoaYfha iy mlsia:dkfha o 

zfjdIskagka iïuq;shZ38 fj<|fmd< mokï lr .;a m%;sixialrK 

u.ska ord.; fkdyels Ôjk úhou iy foaY.=‚l jHik j,ska 

oekgu;a lïmkhg m;aj isák ñ,shk .Kka ckhd u; mSvkh 

jeä lrhs' 

iudma;sh

rcfhka" olaIsKdxYsl nqoaê uKav, j,ska iy ,snr,a 

úpdrlhska f.ka mßndysrj" cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu 

ms<ssf.k we;af;a flfiao@ bka Tíng úfõplhka mqÿuhg m;a l< 

yels foh kï" foaYmd,k mlaI" jD;a;Sh iñ;s iy jfï ixúOdk" 

ia;%Sjd§ka iy mßirfõ§ka" iq¨ f.dùka iy ëjrhska iy wfkl=;a 

ixúOdk mqrd úysÿKq úreoaO;ajhka ksy`vlr ;sîuhs' 2022 j¾Ifha 

§ cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,g tfrysj y~la ke.=fka ke;s ;rïh'39 

tu ksy~;dj 2023 j¾Ifha isg fjkia ù we;" tfy;aa ;ju;a 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,ys fldkafoais iïmQ¾Kfhkau m%;slafIam 

lsÍug ;rï ;SrKd;aul wdldrhlska fkdfõ'

j¾;udk md¾,sfïka;=fõ úYd,;u úreoaO mlaIh jk iu.s 

ck;d n,fõ.h cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu ilia lr wjika 

37' o whs,kaâ ^2023&" —mlsia;dkh ,xldj fuka Kh meyer yeÍug úfoaY n,fõ.j,g 

wjYH ù ;sfí" mlsia;dk úfoaY wud;H bIdla Od¾ mjihs" o whs,kaâ" 2023 cQks 18" m%fõY 

úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://island.lk/foreign-powers-want-pak-to-default-like-lanka-claims-
pakistan-fm-ishaq-dar/.
38' fydfiaka" fIdal;a ̂ 2023&" —cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo, nx.a,dfoaY wd¾Ólfha .e,jqïldrhd 

jkafkao@˜" Prothom Alo English, 2023 fmnrjdß 13" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://
en.prothomalo.com/opinion/op-ed/4avvjxkjb0.
39' ialkaol=ud¾" nd,isxyï (2022b),  “‘The Canary in the Coal Mine’: Sri Lanka’s Crisis is a 
Chronicle Foretold”, CADTM.org, 2022 wf.daia;= 07" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://
www.cadtm.org/The-Canary-in-the-Coal-Mine-Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-a-Chronicle-Foretold
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lsÍu wjysr lrñka th lvdlmam,a lrkafkl= f,i i,lkq 

,eîfuka je<lS isàug m%fõYï iy.; úh' tfy;a" tu mlaIh 

rchla msysgqjkafka kï" úfYaIfhka u iudc iqNidOk m%;s,dN 

iïnkaOfhka Y%S ,xldjg ,nd § we;s fldkafoais ixfYdaOkh lrk 

njg Tjqka y`v k.kakg mgka f.k ;sfí' úYd,;u jfï mlaIh 

jk cd;sl ck n,fõ.h" wd¾Ólh m%lD;su;a lsÍu i|yd cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqo, iuÕ .súiqu mQ¾j wjYH;djhla jk njg jQ iudc 

iïuq;shg tlÕ fjñka uq,oS ksy~j isáfha h' kuq;a miqj cd;sl 

ck n,fõ.h fukau fm!oa.,sl iy w¾O rdcH wxYfha jD;a;Sh 

iñ;s o cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a fldkafoaisj,g tfrysj jvd;a 

jeäfhka y~ kÕd we;'

flfia fj;;a" fndfyda úfõpk ;ju;a cd;Hka;r uQ,H 

wruqof,a Kh .súiqug iy thg wuqKd we;s iSudj,g iDcqju 

úreoaOùï fkdj md¾Yaùh úfõpk fõ' ùÈj, úfrdaO;d jHdmdr 

meje;afjk kuq;a" tajd mqoa.,sl wdodhï nÿ wh lsÍu iy 

lïlrejkaf.a úY%du jegqma wruqo,a u; foaYSh Kh m%;sjHqy.; 

lsÍfuka we;s jk wys;lr n,mEï jeks rcfha m%;sixialrK 

jevigyfka we;eï wxYj,g iSud fõ' úfoaYSh yd foaYSh Kh 

ms<sn| ú.Kkhla isÿ lsÍu i|yd jk b,a,Sï iy ms<sl=,a iy.; 

iy kS;Hdkql+, fkdjk Kh wj,x.= lsÍu i|yd jk b,a,Sï" 

md¾,sfïka;=fõ jfï fukau md¾,sfïka;=jg mßndysr jD;a;Sh iñ;s 

iy isú,a iudc ixúOdk hk fowxYfha u isák we;euqka úiska 

uE;l isg y~ ke.Sug mgka f.k ;sfí' wo olajd u" cd;Hka;r 

uQ,H wruqof,a .súiqu m%;slafIam lrk f,i b,a,d isák iy fuu 

w¾nqoh ch .ekSu i|yd iQrdlEug ,lajk mka;s j,g jdisodhl 

jk iajdëk Wmdh ud¾.hla bÈßm;a lrk" iudc nrla iys; lsisÿ 

foaYmd,k fyda iudc n,fõ.hla fkdue;'

ksielju" Y%S ,xldjg oeä iyfhda.hla wjYH lrk wxY 

fj; rdcH úhoï yrjd heùug uQ,H wjldYh wjYH fõ' thg 

fmdÿ fiajd iemhSu i|yd iy f*dis, bkaOkj,g weíneys ùfuka 

.e,ùu i|yd rdcH wdodhu by< kxjd .ekSug iy j;auka 

úhoïj, kdia;sldr foa bj;a lsÍug wjYH fõ'
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th wdrïN l< yelafla ÿmam;=kag ,efnk fidÉpï iudc 

wdrlaIK m%;s,dN ms<sn| mÍlaIdldÍ ùfuka fkdj" foaYSh jYfhka 

nÿf.ùu meyer yßk iqmsß Okj;=kaf.a ,dNh ms<sn|j mÍlaIdfjka 

isàfuka - 2022 j¾Ifha § foaYSh wdodhï fomd¾;fïka;=fõ ,shdmÈxÑ 

iud.ï j,ska y;frka tlla muKla wdodhï nÿ f.õfõh40 

- iy ryis.; wmkhk u.ska úfoaYhkays ,nk wdodhu ms<sn| 

mÍlaIdldÍ ùfuks - tla weia;fïka;=jlg wkqj 2022 w. olajd 

jQ jir 12 la mqrd ,enQ ryis.; wdodhu t'c'fvd' ì' 53'5 la fõ'41  

rchg m%lg f,i lemS fmfkk mßfNdackhla fmfkkakg ;sfnk 

iqmsß Okj;=ka u; iy jix.; ld,h ;=< iqmsß ,dN Wmhd.;a 

uQ,H fiajd l¾udka;h u; Ok noaola mekúh yel' 2009 j¾Ifha 

§ Y%S ,xldfõ wNHka;r hqoaOh wjika ùfuka miqj mjd wêl 

f,i j¾Okh ù we;s" o< foaYSh ksIamdÈ;fhka 2] la mßfNdackh 

lrk yuqod whjeh wvq l< yel¦ tkï 2023 j¾Ifha wdrlaIl iy 

uyck wdrlaIdj i|yd jQ fjka lsÍu ^re'ñ' 539"000& fi!LHh iy 

wOHdmkh hk wxY folg u fjka lrk ,o uqo, ;rï úYd, fõ'42 

cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqof,a jd¾;djg wuq;=fjka meyeÈ,s lsÍï 

wjYH fkdfõ' zfjdIskagka iïuq;sz m%;sm;a;s j,ska miqj oYl 

.Kkdjla .;jQ úg mjd" f.da,Sh Kh w¾nqoh 1980 oYlfha uq,a 

Nd.fha ;snQ ;;a;ajhg;a jvd W.% ù ;sfí' Kh.e;s rgj,a tajdfhys 

Kh.e;sNdjhg n,mdk fya;=j, lsisÿ uQ,sl fjkila isÿ fkdlr" 

fyda nyq;rh i|yd Tjqkaf.a ixj¾Ok m%;sM, jeäÈhqKq lsÍulska 

f;drj" tla cd;Hka;r uQ,H wruqo,a .súiqul isg B<Õ .súiqug hhs' 

Y%S ,xldj o thg fjkia fkdfõ' iudch oejeka; wjodkulg iy 

w;súYd, mSvdjkag ksrdjrKh l< tu wid¾:l l%shdud¾.u kej; 

l%shd;aul lsÍu Y%S ,xldfõ nyqúO w¾nqoj,g úi÷ula fkdfõ' ■

40' fmf¾rd" fhdydka iy wð;a isßj¾Ok ^2022&" —Y%S ,xldfõ nÿ meyer yeÍfï m%udKh 
uyskaodkkao wjOdrKh lrhs̃ " fâ,s ñr¾" 2022 iema;eïn¾ 22" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( 
https://www.dailymirror.lk/business-news/Mahindananda-highlights-extent-of-tax-evasion-in-Sri-
Lanka/273-245377.
41' isßudkak" nkaÿ, ̂ 2022&" —fvd,¾ ì,shk .Kka úfoaY wdodhï úfoaY rgj, i`.jd we;˜" 
ikafâ ghsïia" 2022 foieïn¾ 04" m%fõY úh yels fjí ,smskh( https://www.sundaytimes.
lk/221204/business-times/billions-of-dollars-in-foreign-income-stashed-overseas-503742.html.
42' yïid" udÈhd ^2022&" —Y%S ,xld úYaf,aIlfhda úl%uisxyf.a by< wdrlaIl whjeh 
ms<sn| wm%idoh m< lr;s˜" Economy Next.com, 2022 fkdjeïn¾ 15" m%fõY úh yels fjí 
,smskh( https://economynext.com/sri-lanka-analysts-frown-upon-wickremesinghes-high-defence-
budget-103035/; Publicfinance.lk (2022b), —Y%S ,xldj wdrlaIl wxYh i|yd fldmuK uqo,la 
fjka lrkafkao@˜, PublicFinance.lk, 2022 fmnrjdß 03" https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/how-
much-does-sri-lanka-allocate-for-the-defence-sector-1643901269.
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nfhLikahd
gupNrhjid

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJ
epfo;r;rp epfo;r;rp jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;

“…“…ntspg;Gw cjtpfs; vJTk; ,d;wp nghUshjhuj;ij ntspg;Gw cjtpfs; vJTk; ,d;wp nghUshjhuj;ij 

xU rkdpiyapy; ,Ue;J ,d;ndhU rkepiyf;F xU rkdpiyapy; ,Ue;J ,d;ndhU rkepiyf;F 

khw;wpaikg;gJ vd;gJ vt;tsT nfhLikahd gupN-khw;wpaikg;gJ vd;gJ vt;tsT nfhLikahd gupN-

rhjid!rhjid!””

gPw;wu; g;&au;> ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd;; ,yq;iff;fhd 

%j;j gzpj; jiytu;> nfhOk;G> 21> khu;r; 2023.

“…“… rpWj;ij mjd; Gs;spfis khw;wpf; nfhz;Ls;sJ  rpWj;ij mjd; Gs;spfis khw;wpf; nfhz;Ls;sJ 

vd ehk; xUNghJk; epidf;ff; $lhJ. ru;tNjr vd ehk; xUNghJk; epidf;ff; $lhJ. ru;tNjr 

ehza epjpak; jpBnud tsu;Kf ehLfspw;fhf gzpGu-ehza epjpak; jpBnud tsu;Kf ehLfspw;fhf gzpGu-

pAk; gue;j kdg;ghd;ikAs;s mikg;ghf khwpAs;sJ pAk; gue;j kdg;ghd;ikAs;s mikg;ghf khwpAs;sJ 

vd epidf;ff; $lhJ. rpy rkaq;fspd; mjd; vd epidf;ff; $lhJ. rpy rkaq;fspd; mjd; 

Gs;spfs; Kd;gpUe;jJ Nghy njspthf ,y;yhky; Gs;spfs; Kd;gpUe;jJ Nghy njspthf ,y;yhky; 

,Uf;fyhk;. MdhYk; rpWj;ijAld; nraw;gLk;; NghJ ,Uf;fyhk;. MdhYk; rpWj;ijAld; nraw;gLk;; NghJ 

ehk; kpf ftdkhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.ehk; kpf ftdkhf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.””

vk;. rptrpjk;guk;> ey;Yhu; ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;> Njrpa 

murit $l;l tpthjj;jpd; NghJ> Vg;uy; 1978.

,yq;if khu;r; 2023; ru;tNjr ehza ehza epjpaj;Jld; 

cld;gbf;if Nkw; nfhz;ljd; %yk;; ,yq;if murhq;fk; 2022 

Mk; Mz;by; murhq;f flid jpUg;gpr; nrYj;j Kbahky; Nghd 

neUf;fb epyikf;F fhuzkhd tplaq;fs; ek;gfkhf ,dq;fhzg; 

gltpy;iy> mNjNeuk; nfhtpl; 19 njhw;W> fle;j %d;W 

tUlq;fshf Vw;gl;l ru;tNjr czT kw;Wk; vz;nza; tpiy 
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mjpfupg;G> 2021 -2022 ,y; Vw;gl;l nghUshjhuj;jpd; tpiuthd tPo;r;rp 

Nghd;wtw;why; ,ay;G tho;f;if ghjpg;gpw;F cs;shfp tho;f;if juk; 

Fiwtile;j kw;Wk; tpspk;Gepiyf;F cs;shdtu;fspw;F ve;jtpj 

epthuzj;ijAk; toq;ftpy;iy. ru;tNjr ehza epjpaKk; uzpy; 

tpf;fpukrpq;ftpd; murhq;fKk; Cf;Ftpf;Fk; mur nrytpdj;ij 

Fiwg;gij mbg;gilahf nfhz;l nfhs;if rPu;jpUj;jk; %yk; 

cWjpapd;ikiaAk;; rkkpd;ikiaAk; tpiuthf mjpfupg;gJld; 

Ntiy cj;juthjj;jpw;F> tho;thjhuk; kw;Wk; tUkhdj;jpw;F> 

nghJ Nritfs;> kw;Wk; r%f ghJfhg;gpw;F fLikahd ghjpg;ig 

Vw;gLj;Jk;. ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17tJ cld; gbf;ifapy; 

cs;s Gjpa jhuhska nfhs;if epgj;jidfs; ,yq;ifapd; 

fld; Rikia Fiwj;J rpf;fpapUf;Fk; gpbapy; ,Ue;J ehl;il 

tpLtpg;gjw;F gjpyhf fld; gpur;ridia kPSUthf;fp NkYk; 

fld; Rikia mjpfupj;J ru;tNjr epjp Kjyhspj;Jtj;jpw;Fs; 

gpizg;gjidAk;> kz;bapl itg;gjidAk; NkYk; cWjp 

nra;fpd;wJ. ru;tNjr ehza epjpa kWrPuikg;gpd; ,Wjp ,yf;F 

gioa flid milg;gjw;F GJf; fld; thq;Fk; jtwhd R+oiy 

cUthf;FtJ MFk;.

,yq;if fle;j 20 khu;r; 2023 md;W ru;tNjr ehza 

epjpaj;Jldhd jdJ 17 MtJ xg;ge;jj;ij Nkw; nfhz;lJ. 

tpupthf;fg;gl;l fld; trjp vd miof;fg;gLk; eLj;ju fhy fld; 

toq;Fk; trjp Clhf ehd;F tUlj;jpw;Fk; Nkyhf ru;tNjr 

ehza epjpak; 3>000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fis (SDR 2>286 
kpy;ypad;) nghUshjhu uPjpapy; Kwptile;j Mrpa ehLfspw;F 

toq;Ffpd;wJ.1

uzpy; tpf;fpukrpq;f murhq;fj;jpd; nghUshjhu kWrPuikg;ig 

mq;fPfupf;Fk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; xg;Gjiyf; Fwpf;Fk; 

,e;j Gjpa epjp toq;fy; ,yq;ifapd; %o;fpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk; 

nghUshjhuj;jpy; ,Ue;J kPs;tjw;F capu; ehbahf cs;s xNu 

xU JUk;ghFk;.

1. IMF (2023), “IMF Executive Board Approves US$3 Billion Under the Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF) Arrangement for Sri Lanka”, 20 March 2023, available at https://www.imf.
org/en/News/Articles/2023/03/20/pr2379-imf-executive-board-approves-under-the-
new-eff-arrangement-for-sri-lanka.
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tpupthf;fg;gl;l fld; trjpapd; Nehf;fk; “Mokhd kw;Wk; 

epiyahd fl;likg;G rPu;jpUj;jq;fis Nkw; nfhs;tJ” Mf 

,Ue;jhYk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; vjpu;ghu;g;G Vio ehLfis 

NkYk; fldhspahf;Fk; rkkpd;ik kw;Wk; epahakw;w ru;tNjr 

nghUshjhu njhlu;Gfspy; ,Ue;J mtu;fis tpLtpg;gNjh my;yJ 

Rje;jpuj;jpw;F gpd;duhd neUf;fbfshy; ghjpf;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; 

ehl;bd; nghJ kf;fspw;F epthuzq;fis toq;FtNjh my;y>  

khwhf re;ij nghUshjhuj;ij tYg;gLj;JtJk;> ru;tNjr 

Kjyhspj;Jt Kiwapd; xUq;fpizg;ig tYg;gLj;JtJk; MFk;. 

cz;ikapy; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpdhy; toq;fg;gLk; fld; 

njhif ru;tNjr fld; toq;Fdu;fs; (mur fld; gj;jpuq;fis 

itj;jpUg;gtu;fis) ,yq;iff;F toq;fpAs;s mtu;fsJ 

fld;fis Kbe;j tiu kpf tpiuthf jpUk;gg; ngWtjw;F 

top nra;fpd;wJ.2 ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; epge;jidfis 

nraw;gLj;Jk; NghJ ,q;ifapd; fld; ngWk; jFjp jug;gLj;jypy; 

kPz;Lk; gioa epyikf;F jpUk;gp> kPz;Lk;; ,yq;if ru;tNjr epjpr; 

re;ijapy; NkYk; flid ngWk; jFjpia ngWtJld;> Vw;fdNt 

20233 khu;r; khj ,Wjpapy; 36>090 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fis 

vl;bapUe;j kj;jpa tq;fpapd; ntspehl;L fld; njhif khu;r; 20234 

,d; Kbtpy; 37.3 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; tiu mjpfupj;J 

,Ue;jJ.

2022 Vg;uy; khjk; Nfhl;lhga uh[gf;\tpd; murhq;fk; 

mur fld;fis cldbahf jpUg;gp nrYj;j Kbatpy;iy vd 

mwptpj;J fpl;lj;jl;l xU tUlj;jpd; gpd;du; ,e;j xg;ge;jk; Nkw; 

nfhs;sg; gl;lJld;>  ,jdhy; fle;j ,U jhrhg;gjq;fspy; Mrpa 

gRgpf; ehLfspy; ,t;thW nra;j KjyhtJ ehlhf ,yq;if 

khwpaJ. ntspehl;L fld;fis fl;l Kbatpy;iy vd;gjid 

2. Toussaint, Eric and Dhar, Sushovan (2022), “Sri Lanka: no agreement with the IMF!”, 
CADTM.org, 15 April 2022, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-No-agreement-
with-the-IMF.
3. Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization, and National Policies, Sri Lanka (2023), 
Quarterly Debt Bulletin (March 2023), available at https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/file/
a7db93c9-70a2-46b7-932f-dc92643865c9.
4. Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization, and National Policies, Sri Lanka (2023), 
Quarterly Debt Bulletin (December 2023), available at https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/
file/cab46795-68f4-457e-bab7-7769645260cb



33

nfhLikahd gupNrhjid
ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJ epfo;r;rp jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJ epfo;r;rp jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;

Vw;Wf; nfhz;lik> 2021 Mk; Mz;by; Vw;gl;l nghUshjh 

gpur;ridapd; jPtpuj;ij ntspf; fhl;baJld;> epiwNtw;W kw;Wk; 

ghuhSkd;wj;jpw;Fs; murpay; nfhe;jspg;ig Vw;gLj;jp 2022 khu;r; 

kw;Wk; [Piy khjq;fsp;w;F ,ilapy; Vw;gl;l gue;j kw;Wk; ghupa 

kf;fs; vOr;rp Vw;gLtjw;F fhuzkhf mike;jJ.5

2022 khu;r; kw;Wk; Nk khjq;fspw;F ,ilapy; mnkupf;f 

nlhyupw;F vjpuhd ,yq;if &gh (LKR) mjd; ngWkjpapy; 78 %  

Mf Fiwtile;jJ. cyf tq;fp mwpf;ifapd;6 gb nfhtpl;-19 

njhw;W Neha; fhyj;jpy; ,yl;r fzf;fhd njhopy; ,og;Gfs; 

Vw;gl;lij tpl> me;j tUlj;jpy; cw;gj;jp kw;Wk; njhopy; Jiwapy; 

kl;Lk; 500>000 ,w;Fk; mjpfkhd njhopy;fs; ,of;fg;gl;ld. mij 

tpl mjpfkhf nghUshjhu neUf;fb7 fhuzkhf fl;Lkhdj; 

Jiwapy; kl;Lk; 1 kpy;ypad; njhopy; ,og;Gfs; Vw;gl;lLs;sjhf 

2023 Mk; Mz;L [Pd; khjk; ghuhSkd;wj;jpw;F njuptpf;fg;gl;L 

,Ue;jJ. 

2022 ,d; ,ul;il ,yf;f gztPf;fk;  brk;gu; khjj;jpy; 57.2 

% Mf Fiwtiltjw;F Kd;du; nrg;lk;gu; khjj;jpy; 69.8 %  

Mf mjd; cr;rj;jpy; ,Ue;jJ. gztPf;f tPj fzpg;gPl;L tUlk; 

2021=100 Mf (2023 ngg;utupapy;) khw;wg;gl;l gpd;du;> Gs;sp tpgu 

KbTfs; jdp ,yf;fkhf Fiwtile;jJ (2024 [dtupapy; 6.4%). 

MdhYk; cz;ikapy; nghUl;fs; Nritfspd; tpiy cau;Tfs; 

Vw;fdNt thbf;ifahsu;fspw;F khw;wg;gl;L tpl;ld. Fbrdkjpg;G 

Gs;sp tpgutpay; jpizj;jpd;8 juTfspw;F mika 2021 Mk; 

Mz;Lld; xg;gpLifapy; 2023 Mk; Mz;by; nghUl;fspd; tpiy 

93.4% mstpy; cau;tile;J cs;sJ.

5. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2022a), ‘Sri Lanka’s Crisis is Endgame for Rajapaksas”, 
CADTM.org, 11 July 2022, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-
Endgame-for-Rajapaksas.
6. World Bank (2023), Sri Lanka Development Update 2023, 04 April 2023, available at 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/srilanka/publication/sri-lanka-development-
update-2023.
7. “One million jobs lost in construction sector due to economic crisis: Committee 
reveals”, Daily Mirror, 7 June 2023, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-
news/One-million-jobs-lost-in-construction-sector-due-to-economic-crisis-Committee-
reveals/108-260629.
8. Department of Census and Statistics (2023). Colombo Consumer Price Index November 
overview, 30 November 2023, available at http://www.statistics.gov.lk/InflationAndPrices/
StaticalInformation/MonthlyCCPI/CCPIInfo2023E.
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xU rpy khjq;fspw;F ,ilapy; ehL KOtjpYk; 21 

kpy;ypad; tiuapyhd nkj;j rdj; njhifapy; tWik tPjk; 25 % 

,w;F ,ul;bg;ghfpaJ. efu;Gw Jiwapy; Kk;klq;F MfTk; Njhl;l 

Jiwapy;  50 %  MfTk; mjw;F Nkyjpfkhf 2.7 kpy;ypad; kf;fs; 

cj;jpNahf G+u;tkhf tWikapYk; cs;sdu;.9 ,yq;ifapy; 32 % 

Md FLk;gq;fs;; “czT ghJfhg;gpd;wp” ,Ug;gjhf cyf czT 

jpl;lk; 2023 [dtupapy; kjpg;gpl;Ls;sJ.10 Ie;J tajpw;Fl;gl;l 

Foe;ijfspy; 17.1 % Mdtu;fs; vil Fiwe;jtu;fshfTk; 17.1 

% Md iff; Foe;ijfs; gpwg;G epiw Fiwe;jtu;fshfTk; 

cs;sdu;. fle;j tUlj;Jld; xg;gpLifapy; 2023 ,y; ,e;j tPjq;fs; 

mjpfupj;Js;sd.11 gy gupkhz ghjpg;G FwpaPl;il gad;gLj;Jtjd; 

%yk; 55 % ,w;Fk; mjpfkhd kf;fs; (21 kpy;ypad; kf;fspy; 

12 kpy;yadpw;Fk; mjpfkhdtu;fs;) tWikapy; ,Ug;gjhf ,dk; 

fhzg;gl;ldu;.12 mtu;fsJ vz;zpf;if fpof;F> tlf;F kw;Wk; tl 

kj;jpa khfhzq;fspy; nrwpthf cs;sJ.

2021 Mk; Mz;by; tUlhe;j nkhj;j cs;ehl;L cw;gj;jp 89 

gpy;yad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fshf ,Ue;j nghUshjhuk; 2022 Mk; 

Mz;L 74.85 gpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fshf tPo;r;rpaile;jJ. 

,J 2023 ,d; %d;whtJ fhyhz;by; 1.6% Mf tsu;r;rpaila 

Muk;gpf;Fk; tiu njhlu;r;rpahd MW fhyhz;Lfspw;Fs; 

ngUkstpy; tPo;r;rpaile;jJ. 2024 Mk; Mz;by; my;yJ mjd; 

gpd;du; vd murhq;fj;jpdhy; fzpf;fg;gl;l (Fiwe;j kl;l) xw;iw 

,yf;f nghUshjhu tsu;r;rp> fpl;lj;jl;l ,uz;L tUlq;fspy; 

,lk; ngw;w tpiuthd nghUshjhu tPo;r;rpia <Lnra;a KbahJ. 

nghUshjhuj;jpw;F Vw;gl;Ls;s ghjpg;G ve;jsT ghupaJ vd;why;> 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;  jpl;lj;jpd; vQ;rpa fhyg; gFjp KOtjpYk; 

9. Bandara, Kapila (2022), “2.7m more Sri Lankans pushed into poverty, rate doubles 
to new high”, Sunday Times, 09 October 2022, available at https://www.sundaytimes.
lk/221009/news/2-7m-more-sri-lankans-pushed-into-poverty-rate-doubles-to-new-
high-498447.html.
10. World Food Programme (2023), Sri Lanka: Remote Household Food Security Surveys 
– January 2023, available at https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147327/
download/?_ga=2.225371420.780276576.1690370896-1909313151.1690370895.
11. Family Health Bureau, Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka (2023). Nutrition Month 2023 
Summary Report, June 2023, available at https://fhb.health.gov.lk/index.php/en/.
12. OPHI & UNDP (2023). Understanding Multidimensional Vulnerabilities: Impact 
on People of Sri Lanka, available at https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/
files/2023-10/undp_multidimensional_vulnerability_report_sri_lanka.pdf, p. 39.
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epiyahd nghUshjhu tsu;r;rp Vw;gl;lhYk;> Vw;gl;bUf;Fk; vjpu; 

kiw tsu;r;rpapd; jhf;fk; KjyPl;by; ,Ue;J cw;gj;jp kw;Wk; 

Ntiy tha;g;G tiu fLikahf ghjpf;fpd;wJ. 2021 Mk; Mz;by; 

,Ue;j mstpw;F kPz;Lk; tUtjw;F ,d;Dk; gy tUlq;fs; 

nry;Yk;. 

cyf ntg;g kakhjy;> Aj;jk; kw;Wk; rptpy; gpur;ridfs;> 

jPtpu tyJ rhup murpaYk; mikg;GfSk;> czTg; nghUs; 

gw;whf;Fiw kw;Wk; tpiy mjpfupg;G Nghd;w cyf epyikfspw;F 

mg;ghy; rdj;njhifapy; ngUk;gFjpia kypdg;gLj;Jk; tpjj;jpy;; 

gztPf;fj;jpid ,yf;F itj;jy;, jq;fspd; tuT nryT 

gw;whf;Fiwia Fiwj;jy;, epthuzq;fis Fiwj;jy;> mur 

Copau;fspd; vz;zpf;if Fiwg;G> njhopyhsu; re;ijia cWjp 

mw;wjhf;Fjy;> ntspehl;L tpahghuj;jpw;fhf Gjpa re;ijfis 

cUthf;f13 cs;ehl;L cw;gj;jpia ikakhff; nfhz;l tptrhak; 

kw;Wk; njhopw; Jiwfis ePf;f ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpdhy; 

murhq;fj;jpw;F MNyhrid toq;fg;gLtJ ,e;j r%f nghUshjhu 

fl;likg;gpw;Fs;shFk;. 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jld; xg;ge;jk; Njitg;gLtJ Vd;;?

jhk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpw;F nry;y Ntz;ba Njit 

,y;iy vd ePz;l fhykhf typAWj;jpdhYk;> ,yq;if mt;thW  

nry;y Ntz;b Vw;gl;ljw;fhd fhuzk; vd;d? 

kpf njspthd fhuzk; ehl;bw;F epjp cjtp ngWtjw;F NtW 

,lk; ,y;yhik. 2021 ,y; ,yq;if ru;tNjr epjp re;ijapy; fld; 

ngWk; jFjpia ,oe;jJ. ,J 2022 Mk; Mz;by; ,Ue;J mur 

fld; kjpg;gPLfspy; gbg;gbahf Fiwtile;jikapd; tpisthf 

Vw;gl;lJld;> ,yq;if flid jpUg;gpr; nrYj;j jtWtjw;fhd 

re;ju;g;gk; gw;wp ru;tNjr r%fk; mtjhdpg;gjw;fhd FwpaPlhf 

13. Ortiz, Isabel and Mathew Cummins (2022), End Austerity: A Global Report on Budget 
Cuts and Harmful Social Reforms in 2022-2025, 20 November 2022, available at https://
publicservices.international/resources/publications/end-austerity-a-global-report-on-
budget-cuts-and-harmful-social-reforms-in-2022-25?id=13501&lang=en; Tamale, Nona 
(2021), Adding Fuel to Fire: How IMF demands for austerity will drive up inequality 
worldwide, Oxfam International: Oxford, available at https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.
com/bitstream/handle/10546/621210/bp-covid-loans-imf-austerity-110821-en.pdf;jsessi
onid=BD955D9CBA094FCA992697E25FF55A75?sequence=1. 
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mike;jJ. flid jpUg;gp nrYj;jhky; tpLk; NghJ midj;J 

fld; toq;Fdu;fSk; (,Ujug;G> gyjug;G kw;Wk; jdpahu;) Gjpjhf 

fld; toq;Ftij epWj;jpdhu;fs;.

2022 khu;r; khjk; MFk; NghJ gad;gLj;jf; $ba ntspehl;L 

,Ug;G 400 mnkupf;f nlhyu;fshf Fiwtile;jJ> ,J xUthu 

,wf;Fkjp fl;lzj;ij tpl FiwthdJ. ,ij tpl 2022 – 2027 
,w;Fs; nrYj;j Ntz;ba fld; njhif ghupa mstpy; mjpfupj;jJ.

,yq;if fld;fis kPs nrYj;Jtjw;F tUlhe;jk; 

ruhrupahf 4>383 kpy;yad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fis <l;l Ntz;Lk;.14 

mj;NjhL 2023 Mk; Mz;by; kl;Lk; 7>000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f 

nlyu;fs; Njitg;gl;ld.

gy;NtW ru;tNjr mur fld; gj;jpuq;fis kPsr; nrYj;Jtjw;fhd 

,Wjp jpfjp tpiuthf neUq;fpf; nfhz;bUe;jJld;> 2022 Vg;uy; 

khjk; ehl;by; gad;gLj;jf; $ba ntsp ehl;L ,Ug;G 25 kpy;ypad; 

mnkupf;f nlhyu;fshf mb kl;lj;jpy; ,Ue;jJ. murhq;f jpiwNrup 

tUkhdk; kw;Wk; KjyPLfspy; ,Ue;J ngWk; tUkhdq;fis tpl 

fld;fs; kw;Wk; epjp gupkhw;wq;fshy; epiwe;jpUe;jJ. fld; jPu;T 

cld;ghLfs; vt;thW ,Ue;jhYk;> mLj;J tUk; khjj;jpw;fhd 

ntspehl;L fld;fis kPsr; nrYj;Jtjw;F NghJkhd ,Ug;Gfs; 

$l ,yq;ifaplk; ,y;iy.

ngUksT ,wf;Fkjpapy; jq;fpapUf;Fk; ehl;bdhy; 

cw;gj;jpfisNah my;yJ r%fj;jpd; eltbf;iffisNah Nkw; 

nfhs;s Kbahikahy;> IMF ,d; jiyaPL ntspehl;L nghUl; 

nfhs;tdit (vz;nza; Kjy; czT kw;Wk; kUe;J nghUl;fs; 

tiu) fl;Lg; gLj;JtjhfTk;> mJ ,yq;ifapd; ntspehl;L 

ehza gw;whFiwia Fiwg;gjw;F cjTtjhfTk; Rl;bf; fhl;lg; 

gLfpd;wJ.  ,yq;ifapd; ,wf;Fkjpr; nryT mjd; tUkhdj;jpYk; 

ghu;f;f gy klq;F mjpfkhf cs;sJld; mJ njhlu;r;rpahfTk; 

tpiuthfTk; mjpfupf;Fk; ru;tNjr fld; ngWtjd; Clhf 

ePz;lfhykhf jpUg;gp nrYj;jpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk;; gw;whFiw 

mjpfupg;ig cUthf;Fk;.

14. Publicfinance.lk (2022a), “Sri Lanka’s Average Annual Sovereign Foreign Debt 
Repayments Amount to USD4.4 bn from 2022 to 2027”, 21 September 2022, available at 
https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/sri-lanka-s-annual-average-sovereign-foreign-debt-
repayments-amount-to-usd-4-4-bn-from-2022-to-2027-1663759689.
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,Ue;jhYk; 48 khj jtizfspy; nrYj;Jtjw;fhd 

fld; fpl;lj;jl;l 3>000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; MFk;. 

mNjNtis 2021 ,y; ehl;bd; ,Ug;G fl;lzg; gw;whf;Fiw 

kl;Lk; fpl;lj;jl;l 4>000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; MFk;. 

vdNt khu;r; khjj;jpd; gpd;du; ngwg; gl;l Kjy; jtizahd 

333 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; tu;j;jf epYit gpur;ridf;F 

ngaustpy;; kl;Lk; gq;fspg;G nra;Ak;. 

,e;j fld;fis ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpw;F tl;bAld; 

jpUg;gp nrYj;j Ntz;Lk; vd;gjid tpsq;fpf; nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. 

,yq;ifapy; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17tJ epfo;r;rp jpl;l 

xg;ge;jj;jpy; tl;b tPjk; gw;wp ntspg;gilahf Fwpg;gplg; gltpy;iy. 

,jd; tl;b tPjk; mjpf gl;rk; 4% Mf ,Uf;Fk; vd khu;r; 

2023 ,y; KbT nra;ag; gl;l NghJ epjp ,uh[hq;f mikr;ru; 

ghuhSkd;wj;jpw;F mwptpj;J ,Ue;jhu;.15 NkYk; ru;tNjr ehza 

epjpaj;jplk; ,Ue;J ,yq;if ngWk; fld; mjd; xJf;fPl;il 

tpl mjpfk; MFk;> mjdhy; fld; ngWk; cWg;G ehl;bw;F 

“jz;lf; fl;lzk;” tpjpf;fg;gLk;. ,J fld; ngWdupw;F fldpw;fhf 
tpjpf;fg;gLk; tl;bia tpl Nkyjpf nrythFk;.

2024 Mk; Mz;bw;F kl;Lk;> jz;lg; gzk; fpl;lj; jl;l 1.06 

kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; MFk;.16 ru;tNjr ehza epjpak;  

mjd; fld; toq;fyhy; ,yhgk; <l;LtJ ,yq;if kf;fspd; 

ey;tho;it jpahfk; nra;tjd; %ykhFk;.

Kjy; jtizapy; ngwg;gl;l miuthrpf;Fk; mjpfkhd njhif 

,e;jpahtplk; ,Ue;J ngw;w flid jpUg;gpr; nrYj;Jtjw;fhf 

cldbahf gad;gLj;jg; gl;lJ.17 ,J gioa flid milf;f 

15. Perera, Neshella (2023). “Sri Lanka may have to pay up tp 4-pct interest, extra 
surcharges, on IMF loan: Minister”, economynext.com, 23 March 2023, available at https://
economynext.com/sri-lanka-may-have-to-pay-up-to-4-pct-interest-extra-surcharges-on-
imf-loan-minister-116270/.
16. Fernando, Neshel (2024). “Sri Lanka’s debt woes deepen as it joins IMF surcharge 
list”, Daily Mirror, 23 February 2024, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-
news/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-woes-deepen-as-it-joins-IMF-surcharge-list/108-277587; Galant, 
Michael and Ivana Vasic-Lalovic (2024). “International Monetary Fund lifts Veil on 
Surcharges”, Centre for Economic Policy and Research, 20 February 2024, available at 
https://www.cepr.net/international-monetary-fund-lifts-veil-on-surcharges/.
17. Economy Next (2023b), “Sri Lanka repays part of Indian credit with first IMF loan 
tranche”, economynext.com, 24 March 2023, available at https://economynext.com/sri-
lanka-repays-part-of-indian-credit-with-first-imf-loan-tranche-116468/.
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GJf; fld; thq;Ftjw;F rpwe;j cjhuzkhFk;. ngUk;ghyhd 

kf;fs; ek;Gtijg; Nghy mj;jpahtrpa nghUl;fis ,wf;Fkjp 

nra;tjw;F kl;Lk; my;yhky; fld;fis kPsr; nrYj;Jtjw;Fk;18 

,e;j ru;tNjr ehza epjpa flid gad;gLj;j mq;fPfhuk; 

mspf;fg; gl;Ls;sJ vd kj;jpa tq;fp MSdu;; gpd;du; cWjpg; 

gLj;jp ,Ue;jhu;.

vdNt> ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xg;ge;jj;jpd; cz;ikahd 

Kf;fpaj;Jtk; ru;tNjr epjp jpl;lj;jpd; “fhtyhsp kw;Wk; 

ghJfhtydhy;” fld; ngw;w ehl;bd; fld; neUf;fbia 

rkhspg;gjw;fhd nghUshjhu jpl;lj;jpw;F mDkjp toq;fp cs;sJ 

vd;W fld; toq;Fdu;fspw;F (,U jug;G> gy jug;G> kw;Wk; jdpahu;) 

njuptpg;gJld;> Gjpa fld;fisg; ngw;W me;j ehl;by; Vw;fdNt 

cs;s fld;; epu;thfk; njhlu;ghf kPz;Lk; Ngr;Rthu;j;ijfis 

Nkw; nfhs;s jFjpahdJ Mf;FtjhFk;.19

“ehk; ru;tNjr kl;lj;jpy; kPz;Lk; mq;fPfhuj;ij ngWNthk;… 

Vida ru;tNjr epjp epWtdq;fspy; ,Ue;J fld; ngWtjw;fhd 

mbg;gil….. cUthf;fg;gLk;”20> vd ,e;j xg;ge;jj;jpw;F 

ghuhSkd;wj;jpd; cjtpia Nfhup [dhjpgjp uzpy; tpf;fpukrpq;f 

Mw;wpa ciuapy; Fwpg;gpl;lhu;.

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xg;ge;jj;jpd; mbg;gilapy; ,yq;ifapd; 

gyjug;G fld; toq;Fdu;fspy; ,uz;L ghupa epWtdq;fshd Mrpa 

mgptpUj;jp tq;fp (ADB)  kw;Wk; cyf tq;fp (WB) Mfpa ,U 

epWtqfSk; KiwNa 350 kpy;ypad; mnkupf; nlhyu;fs; kw;Wk; 700 

kpy;ypad; mnkupf; nlhyu;fis “nghUshjh jplg;gLj;jypw;fhd” 
Gjpa fldhf toq;Ftjhf mwptpj;jd. ,e;j Gjpa fld;fs;> 

Vw;fdNt cs;s ntspehl;Lf; fld;fis NkYk; mjpfupj;Js;sd.

18. Economy Next (2023c), “Sri Lanka budget support IMF loan for debt repayment or 
rupee expenses”, economynext.com, 05 April 2023, available at https://economynext.com/
sri-lanka-budget-support-imf-loan-for-debt-repayment-or-rupee-expenses-117523/. 
19. Weeks, John F. (1989), “Losers Pay Reparations, or How the Third World Lost the 
Lending War”, in Weeks, John (ed.), Debt Disaster? Banks, Governments, and Multilaterals 
Confront the Crisis, New York University Press: New York and London, pp. 41-63 at p. 57.
20. PMD (2023), “President requests the opposition to support the implementation of the 
IMF agreement”, 22 March 2023, available at https://pmd.gov.lk/news/president-requests-
the-opposition-to-support-the-implementation-of-the-imf-agreement/.
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Xg;ge;j Ngr;Rthu;;j;ij vt;thW Nkw; nfhs;sg;gl;lJ?

,yq;if murhq;fj;jpw;F mjd; mur ntspehl;L fld;fis 

jpUg;gp nrYj;jhky; tpLtij jtpu;f;f Kbahj epiyf;F 

js;sg;gl;Ltpl;ljhy;> 2022 khu;r; khj eLg; gFjpapy; ,Ue;J ,yq;if 

murhq;fk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jld;;; Ngr;Rthu;j;ij elj;j 

Muk;gpj;jJld; Vg;uy; 2022 ,y; Gjpa jpl;lj;ij Muk;gpg;gjw;fhd 

mjd; tpUg;gj;ij njspT gLj;jpaJ. 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa epu;thf rigapd; mDkjpia 

toq;Ftjw;F Kd;du; murhq;fk; Nkw; nfhs;s Ntz;ba Kd; 

eltbf;iffs; gw;wpa ru;tNjr ehza epjpa cj;jpNahfj;ju;fs; 

kl;lj;jpyhd xg;ge;jk; xd;W 2022 ,y; jahupf;fg;gl;lJ. Vndd;why;> 

Gjpa epjptrjpfis toq;Ftjw;F Kd;dNu murhq;fk; murhq;fk; 

nrytpdq;fis Fiwf;Fk; nfhs;ifapid nraw;gLj;Jtjw;fhd 

Ra murpay; mu;gzpg;ig ntspf;fhl;l Ntz;Lk; vd;gJ ru;tNjr 

ehza epjpa jpl;lj;jpw;fhd Kd; epge;jid MFk;.

,e;j Ngr;R thu;j;ijapy; murhq;fk; ve;j Nfhupf;ifiaAk;; 

Kd; itf;ftpy;iy. ,yq;ifj; jug;gpy; ,Ue;j xNu xU 

Fwpf;Nfhs;> kpf tpiuthf ru;tNjr ehza epjpa flid ngWjy; 

MFk;. mj;Jld; thrpq;ld DC kw;Wk; nfhOk;gpy; eilngw;w 

ve;jnthU Ngr;R thu;j;ijfspd; NghNjh my;yJ mjw;F 

Kd;gjhfNth> murhq;fk; kf;fspd; eyd; mbg;gilapyhd 

“vy;iyfis” ,dq; fz;bUe;jJ vd;W> my;yJ kpf njspthf 

Fwpg;gpl;lhy; neUf;fbfs; fhuzkhf ghjpf;fg;gl;Ls;stu;fis 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa jpl;lj;jpd; mbg;gil Njitahd mur 

nrytpd Fiwg;G eltbf;ifahy; Vw;gLk; ghjpg;Gfspy; ,Ue;J 

ghJfhg;gjw;fhd cgha topKiwfis ,dk; fz;L ,Ue;jJ 

vd;gjw;F ve;jtpj Mjhuq;fSk; ,y;iy. ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; 

mjd; epge;jidfis Kd; itj;jJ> murhq;fk; mjid Kw;W 

KOjhf Vw;Wf; nfhz;lJ.

2023 Mk; Mz;L ngg;utup khj filrpapy; [dhjpgjp uzpy; 

tpf;fpukrpq;f mtuJ Fwpg;gpy; ,jid cWjp nra;jhu;. “mtu;fs; 

[ru;tNjr ehza epjpak;] gjpide;J tplaq;fis epiwNtw;w 

nrhd;dhu;fs;… ngg;utup 15 2023 ,y;> ehq;fs; vq;fsplk; vjpu; 
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ghu;j;jijg; NghyNt mtw;iw epiwNtw;wp thrpq;lDf;F mDg;gp 

itj;Njhk;”.21

thrpq;ld; DC ,y; ,Ue;J mDkjpia ngWtjw;F 

Kd;du;> ,e;j xg;ge;jj;jpy; Fwpg;gpl;l tplaq;fs; njhlu;ghd ve;j 

tpguKk; ghuhSkd;wj;jpw;Nfh my;yJ kf;fspw;Nfh ntspg;gLj;jg; 

gltpy;iy.22 MdhYk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; vjpu;ghu;g;G 

vd;d vd;gJ Kd; $l;bNa Nkw; nfhs;sg;gl;l murhq;fj;jpd; 

eltbf;iffspy; ,Ue;J njupe;jJ. tup mjpfupg;G> tl;b tPjq;fis 

cau;j;Jjy;> mur Jiw gzpahsu;fspd; rk;gsf; Fiwg;G> %yjd 

nryTfis Fiwj;jy;;> kw;Wk; vupnghUs;> kpd;rhuk; kw;Wk; ePu; 

Mfpatw;wpw;F re;ij mbg;gilapy; tpiy jPu;khdpj;jy; Nghd;wd 

me;j eltbf;iffshFk;.

1948 ,y; gpupj;jhdpahtplkpUe;J Rje;jpuk; ngw;wjpy; ,Ue;J 

,yq;if kpf Nkhrkhd r%f> murpay; kw;Wk; epjp neUf;fbfspy; 

rpf;fpj; jtpf;Fk; NghJ mj;NjhL  2022 Mk; Mz;L KOtJk; 

mjd; nghUshjhuk; 8% Mf gpd;dile;J nry;Yk; Neuj;jpy; 

,e;j eltbf;iffs; Nkw; nfhs;sg;gl;bUg;Jld; ,it midj;Jk; 

ngz;fis> njhopyhsu; tu;f;fj;ij> Ra njhopy; Kaw;rpahsu;fis 

kw;Wk; Viofis mjpfstpy; ghjpj;jJ.

,e;j “gzpfs;” my;yJ nraw;ghLfis gpw;NghLtjw;fhd 

ve;j vjpu;g;Gk; mur tl;lhuj;jpy; Njhd;wtpy;iy. [dhjpgjp 

tpf;fpukrpq;ftpd; murhq;fKk;> ghuhSkd;wj;jpy; mur jug;G 

kw;Wk; vjpu; fl;rp ghuhSkd;w cWg;gpdu;fspy; gyUk; ,yq;ifapd; 

nghUshjhuk; tPo;r;rpaile;jikf;F fhuzk; kw;Wk; mjw;fhd 

jPu;T njhlu;ghf ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; nfhz;bUf;Fk; mNj 

khjpupahd fUj;ijNa nfhz;bUe;jdu;.

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xg;ge;jj;jpy; Cf;Ftpf;fg;gl;l 

jhuhska kWrPuikg;igAk; kw;Wk; fl;likg;igAk; mwpKfk; 

nra;tjpy; ,e; ehl;bd; jw;Nghja epu;thfk;  ru;tNjr ehza 

21. Newswire.lk (2023), “All 15 tasks assigned to us by IMF completed – President”, 
newswire.lk, 21 February 2023, available at  https://www.newswire.lk/2023/02/21/all-15-
tasks-assigned-to-us-by-imf-completed-president/.
22. Coralage, Buwanajee (2022), “SJB demands IMF agreement be made public”, The 
Morning, 04 September 2022, available at https://www.themorning.lk/articles/217076.
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epjpaj;;Jld; tpUk;gp ,ize;Js;s gq;fhspahFk;. jw;NghJ 

vLf;fg;gLfpd;w eltbf;iffspw;Fk; tpf;fpukrpq;f mtu;fspd; 

Kd;id Ml;rp fhyj;jpd; NghJ (2001 – 2003 kw;Wk; 2015 – 2019) 
Kaw;rpf;fg;glhj my;yJ rhu;ghf nraw;gLj;jg; glhj ve;jnthU 

Gjpa tplaKk; ,jpy; cs;slq;ftpy;iy. 1977 Mk; Mz;bd; gpd;du; 

,yq;if Gjpa jhuhska nghUshjhuj;ij tpupthf;Ftjw;F Nkw; 

nfhz;l Kaw;rpfs; gy;NtW fhuzq;fspdhy; - mjhtJ nfhs;if 

kWrPuikg;gpDs;NsNa cUthfpa fhuzq;fshYk; kw;Wk; 

ehl;bd; mrpay; nghUshjhuj;jpdhy; cUthd fhuzq;fspdhYk; 

epWj;jg;gl;ld my;yJ mwpKfg; gLj;j Kbatpy;iy. 

,e;j re;ju;g;gj;jpy; ,e;j neUf;;fbapd; jPtpuKk; 

mj;NjhL r%fj;jpy; Vw;gl;bUe;;j mjpf jhf;fk; fhuzkhfTk; 

cUthd re;ju;g;gj;jpdhy;> fle;j ehw;gJ tUlq;fshf vjpu;g;G 

njuptpf;fg;gl;l my;yJ ePu;j;Jg; Nghd fl;likg;G khw;wj;jpw;Fs;> 

mur Jiwfspw;Fs; ,Ue;j fl;Lg;ghl;il ePf;Fjy;> kf;fs; 

kag;gLj;jiy uj;J nra;jy; kw;Wk; mur Jiwia Fiwj;jy; 

Nghd;w midj;J topfspd; ClhfTk; nraw;gLtjw;F vjpuhf 

ehl;bw;Fs;Sk; rptpy; r%fj;jpw;Fs;Sk; (tpahghuk;> njhopw; 

rq;fq;fs;> njhopy; ty;Ydu; $l;likg;Gfs;> Nghd;wd) ,Ue;J 

vOk; Ml;Nrgidfs; kw;Wk; vjpu;g;Gf;fis Kwpabf;Fk; vd Gjpa 

jhuhskathjpfs; vjpu;ghu;f;fpd;wdu;.

xg;ge;jj;jpy; Fwpg;gplg;gLtJ vd;d?

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jldhd ,yq;ifapd; rkPgj;jpa 

xg;ge;jk; 1980fs; kw;Wk; 1990fspd; fl;likg;G rPuhf;fy;fspd; 

mNj xw;iw Nehf;fj;jpy; ftdk; nrYj;Jfpd;wJ. mjhtJ nghJ 

nryTfis Fiwj;jy; kw;Wk; nghUshjhuj;jpy; murhq;fj;jpd;; 

gq;fpid fl;Lg;gLj;jy;.23

,J fldhspapd; nghUshjhu MNuhf;fpaj;jpw;F “murpay; 

uPjpapy; Nkw;nfhs;sg; gLfpd;w” Nehawpjy; kw;Wk; cld; 

tpOq;f Ntz;ba frg;ghd kUe;jhFk;. “Gjpa jhuhs kak;” vd 

23. Taylor, Lance (1997), “Editorial: The Revival of the Liberal Creed – the IMF and the 
World Bank in a Globalized Economy”, World Development, Vol. 25, No. 2, pp. 145-152.
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miof;fg;gLk; ,e;j nghUshjhu rk;gpujhak; “,uz;L mbg;gil 

mk;rq;fis nfhz;Ls;sJ - xd;W mur mur nrytpd Fiwg;G 

kw;Wk; murpay; uPjpahf Nkw; nfhs;sg;gLfpd;w Neub Nky; 

Nehf;fpa kWgfpu;T”.24 Mfpait ,e;j ,uz;L mk;rq;fshFk;.

NkYk; nghUshjhu neUf;fb Vw;gLtjw;fhd fhuzq;fs; 

Kw;W KOjhf me;j ehl;bw;F cupa my;yJ me;j ehl;bw;F 

cl;gl;l fhuzkhFk;. mj;Jld; cyf nghUshjhuj;Jld; 

me;j ehl;bw;F cs;s njhlu;Gfspw;F rk;ge;jk; cs;sjh vd 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; vg;NghJk; Nkw; nfhs;Sk; fhuzj;ij 

fz;lwpjy; njhlu;ghf vJTk;  Ngrg;gltpy;iy. Kd;itf;fg;gl;l 

rPu;jpUj;jq;fspd; xNu Nehf;fk; ehl;bd; Njrpa nghUshjhuj;ij 

cyfshtpa Kjyhspj;Jtj;Jld; kpf rpwe;j Kiwapy; 

xUq;fpizj;jy; MFk;.

vdpDk;> mur nrytpd Fiwg;G vd;gJ nghUshjhuj;ij tpl 

Nkyhd xd;whFk;. mJ xU murpay; njupT. jw;NghJ ,;lk; ngWk; 

r%f – nghUshjhu kWrPuikg;G> nghJ kf;fspd; mjpUg;jp kw;Wk; 

xOq;fikf;fg; gl;l Jiwfspy; ,Ue;J tUk; vjpu;g;GfisAk; muR 

jhz;b tu Ntz;Lk;. vdNt> uzpy; tpf;fpukrpq;ftpd; murhq;fk; 

kdpj cupikfisAk;> [dehaf cupikfisAk; Fwpg;ghf vjpu;g;G 

njuptpg;gjw;fhd cupikapidAk;25 fl;Lg;gLj;jp tUfpd;wJ.   

2022 Mk; Mz;by; Vw;gl;l kf;fs; vOr;rpapy;; 

nraw;ghl;lhsu;fis rpiwapy; milg;gjw;Fk;> mtu;fis 

gpizapy; tpLtpf;Fk; NghJ ePjpkd;wk; Clhf njhy;iy 

nfhLg;gjw;Fk; mNj Nghy mikjpahd $l;lq;fs; kw;Wk; 

Cu;tyq;fspd; NghJ mtw;iw fiyf;f ePu;j; jhiufs; kw;Wk; 

fz;zPu; Gifia gad;gLj;;JtJ Nghd;wtw;wpw;fhf murhq;fj;jpd; 

mlf;F KiwfUtp KOg; gyj;NjhL gpuNahfpf;fg; gLfpd;wJ. 

mj;NjhL Kd;nkhopag; gl;l ‘gaq;futhj vjpu;g;G rl;lk;” kw;Wk; 

24. Brenner, Robert (2017), “Introducing Catalyst”, Catalyst, Vol. 1, No. 1: 3-25 at p. 10, 
available at https://catalyst-journal.com/2017/11/editorial-robert-brenner.
25. Ayub, M. S. M. (2023), “Comedy of Terrors: A government haunted by the memory of 
the Aragalaya”, Daily Mirror, 17 June 2023, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/
Comedy-of-Terrors-A-government-haunted-by-the-memory-of-Aragalaya/172-261262.
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nraw;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;s “Gdu;tho;T gzpaf rl;lk;” Clhf mur 

fl;likg;gpw;Fs; ,uhZtj;jpdiu epWj;jp ,uhZt kakhf;fy; 

cUthf;fg; gl;Ls;sJ.26

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xg;ge;jj;jpd; gpujhd Nehf;fk; 

mur Jiw Cjpak; kw;Wk; Xa;T+jpak;> r%f ey gpujpyhgq;fs; 

kw;Wk; epthuzq;fspw;fhd mur nryTfis Fiwj;jy; kw;Wk; 

jdpahu; kakhf;fy; my;yJ ‘mur–jdpahu; $l;likg;G’ Clhf 

mur gad;ghL kw;Wk; murhq;fj;jpw;F nrhe;jkhd epWtdq;fspd; 

cupikia tpyf;Fjy; MFk;. tUkhd gf;fj;jpy; ghu;f;Fk; NghJ 

tup tUkhd mjpfupg;G (Neub kw;Wk; kiwKf) kw;Wk; mjid 

nraw;jpwdhf tR+ypg;gjw;Fk; Kjyplk; toq;fg;gl;Ls;sJ.

jpl;lj;jpd; nraw;jpwd; msTNfhy;fspy; xd;W ePz;l fhy 

mur tuT nryT jpl;l gw;whFiw – tUkhdj;jpYk; ghu;f;f 

murhq;f nryT Fwpg;gplj;jf;f mstpy; mjpfkhf ,Uj;jy; - 

2025 ,w;Fs; nkhj;j cs;ehl;L cw;gj;jpapy; 2.3% ,w;F rkkhd 

mbg;gil kpifahf khw;w Ntz;Lk;. mjhtJ mur nrytpdk; 

mur tUkhdj;ij tpl Fiwthf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;gjhFk;. 

,e;j R+o;epiy ve;jnthU murhq;fj;jpw;Fk; cfe;;jJ vd;gjpy; 

ve;jtpj IaKk; ,y;iy. vdpDk; eilKiwapy; ru;tNjr ehza 

epjpa jpl;lk; epiwTWtjw;F Kd;dUk; kw;Wk; kf;fspdhy; r%f 

– nghUshjhu kPl;rp Vw;gLj;Jtjw;Fk; Kd;du; tuT nryT jpl;l 

kpifapid vl;LtJ vd;gJ vd;d?

mjhtJ> kf;fspw;F mtu;fsJ tho;f;ifj; juk; kw;Wk; 

tho;thjhuj;ij NgZtjw;F nghJ nghUl;fs; kw;Wk; nghJ 

khdpaq;fspw;fhf nghJthd topfs; fpilg;gjd; Clhf 

mjpfupf;fg;gl;l r%f xJf;fPLfs; Njitg;gLfpd;w NghJ murhq;fk; 

mjid toq;Ftjw;F gjpyhf> fld;fis kPsr; nrYj;Jtjw;fhd 

,Ug;Gfis Vw;gLj;Jtjw;fhf me;j Jiwfspy; KjyPLfisf; 

Fiwf;fpd;wJ vd;gjhFk;.

mijj; jtpu fld;; neUf;fbf;Fs;shfp> neUf;fbapd; 

fhuzkhf ghjpf;fg;gl;Ls;s xU nghUshjhuj;jpy; ntspehl;L 

26. Satkunanathan, Ambika (2023), “Sri Lanka continues to militarise the state, despite the 
Rajapaksas fall”, Himal Southasian, 31 July 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.com/
sri-lanka-militarisation-rajapaksas-aragalaya-prevention-of-terrorism-act/.
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KjyPl;L cs;tUif kw;Wk; Neub tupfs; %yk; ngw;Wf; nfhs;Sk;  

mur tUkhdk; vd;gJ vjpu;ghu;f;f $ba xd;W my;y. kiwKf tup 

tpjpg;G (gzf;fhuu;fis tpl Viofspw;F mguhjk;) kw;Wk; murhq;f 

nrhj;Jfis Fiwe;j tpiyf;F tpw;gid nra;jy; Nghd;wd  

,jw;F khw;wPlhf khwpaJ. ,yq;if ngw;Nwhypa $l;Lj;jhgdk;>  

,yq;if kpd;rhu rig> ypw;Nwh vupthA> Njrpa tPlikg;G mjpfhu 

rig> Njrpa fhy;eil mgptpUj;jpr; rig> Njrpa ePu;toq;fy; kw;Wk; 

tbfhyikg;Gr; rig> ,yq;if fhg;GWjp> ,yq;if nuypnfhk; 

Mfpait jq;fs; re;ij ,Ug;gpd; %yk; Fiwe;j tUkhdk; 

nfhz;l FLk;gq;fspw;F rhjfkhfNth my;yJ ghjfkhfNth 

re;ij tpiyia epu;zapf;fyhk;. nghJf; $l;Lj;jhgdq;fisAk; 

mur tq;fpfisAk; jdpahu; kag;gLj;jy;dhy;> jdpahu; epWtdq;fs; 

jkf;F Nghl;bahd mur epWtdq;fis ifg;gw;Wtjd; %yk; 

my;yJ mjid %btpLtjd; %yk; jq;fs; re;ijg; gyj;jpid 

mjpfupf;f topaikf;fpd;wJ. 

ehl;bd; kpfg; nghupa ,uz;L tq;fpfs; murhq;fj;jpw;F 

nrhe;jkhdit mj;Jld; kj;jpa tq;fp re;ij eyd;fis tpl 

murhq;fj;Jld; kpfTk; ,ize;J nraw;gLtJld; tq;fpj; 

Jiwiaapy; ngUk; khw;wj;jpd; Clhf epjpj; Jiwapd; 

];jpujd;ikia Vw;gLj;Jjy; kw;Wk; mur epu;thfj;jpw;F vjpuhf  

(,yq;ifapy; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpw;fhf)> Fwpg;ghf Coy; 

vjpu;g;G rl;l cUthf;fj;jpy; ftdk; nrYj;Jjy; Gjpa jpl;lq;fspd; 

Vida Nehf;fq;fs; MFk;.  

,Wjpahf> ,yq;if murhq;fj;jpdhy; tu;j;jf 

jhuhskakhf;fy;> njhopyhsu; re;ijapd; nefpo;T jd;ik> epy 

re;ij jhuhskakhf;fy;> fhy epiy khw;wk; kw;Wk; mjid 

Vw;Wf; nfhs;tjw;fhd mghaf; fhg;GWjp> Nghd;w gy khw;wq;fs; 

Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl cs;sd. ,e;j “tsu;r;rp – Nkk;gLj;jy;” 
nfhs;iffs; %yk; tha;g;Gfs; kw;Wk; ey;tho;it Fwpj;Jf; 

fhl;Lfpd;w nkhop gad;gLj;g; gLtJld;> njhopyhsu; nryit 

Fiwj;jy; (Ntiy nra;Ak; kzpj;jpahyq;fs; njhlu;ghd fl;Lg;ghL 

kw;Wk; rl;lq;fis ePf;Fjy;> njhopyhsu;fis Ntiyf;F 

Nru;j;jy;;> ePf;Fjy;> njhlu;ghd eilKiwfis mwpKfg;gLj;jy;> 

Ntiy epWj;jk; nra;tjw;fhd cupikia fl;Lg;gLj;jy;) kw;Wk; 

ngz;fis Cjpak; ngWk; Ntiyfspy; mjpfstpy; <LgLj;jy; 
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cl;gl  Vw;Wkjp ,wf;Fkjp tu;j;jfj;jpy;> tptrha tu;j;jfj;jpy;> 

(tptrha epy cupik> kw;Wk; gad;gLj;JtJ njhlu;ghd 

fl;Lg;ghLfis ePf;Ftjd; Clhf) kw;Wk; epjpr; Nritfspy; 

(Rw;Wr; R+oy; jPq;Ffspw;F) jdpahu; %yjdk; Fwpg;ghf ntspehl;L 

%yjdj;ij Nkk;gLj;Jtij Nehf;fkhff; nfhz;Ls;sd. 

2023 Mk; kw;Wk; 2027 Mk; Mz;Lfspw;F ,ilapy; ,e;j 

gFjpfspw;fhd Kd;Ndw;wk; tUlj;jpw;F ,U Kiw mjhtJ [_d; 

kw;Wk; brk;gu; khjq;fspy; kjpg;gha;T nra;ag;gLk;. KiwNa 

nrg;;lk;gu; kw;Wk; khu;r; khjq;fspy; cj;jpNahfj;ju; kl;l 

kjpg;gha;tpw;F gpd;du; ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; jpUg;jpaile;jhy;;> 

Ntiyj; jpl;lk; epiwtilAk; tiu fldhf 333 kpy;yad; 

mnkupf;f nlhyu;fis toq;Fk;. ,e;j jpl;lk; jp;l;lkpl;lgb rupahf 

nraw;gl;lhy;> xt;nthd;Wk; nghUshjhu ,yf;Ffspw;F  mikthf 

,Uf;Fk; xd;gJ rkkhd jtizfisf; nfhz;bUg;gJld; ,J 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; ,yq;iff;fhd %yjd epjp xJf;fPl;bd; 

my;yJ gq;fspg;gpd; 395% ,w;F rkkhdjhf ,Uf;Fk;.

mur nrytpd Fiwg;G vt;thW jPq;fpiof;fpd;wJ?

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa jpl;lq;fSld; njhlu;G nfhz;L 

,Ug;gJ me;j epjpaj;jpdhy; “epjp tYT+l;ly;” vd;W tu;zpf;fg;gLfpw 

mur nrytpdq;fis Fiwf;Fk; nfhs;ifahFk;. ,q;F fld; 

kw;Wk; nghUshjhu neUf;fbfspd; nryTfs; nry;te;ju;fspdhYk; 

mjpfhuk; cs;stu;fspdhYk; Viofs; kw;Wk; mjpfhukw;wtu;fs; 

kPJ Rkj;jg;gLfpd;wd. ,e;j nfhs;iffspd; jPa tpisTfs; 

,e;j jpl;lk; Muk;gpf;fg; gLtjw;F Kd;Ng Muk;gpf;Fk;. r%f 

– nghUshjhu mjpu;r;rp itj;jpaj;jpd; “typ” fld; njhifapd; 

“Mjhaj;jpw;F” Kd;Ng ,Uf;f Ntz;baJld; ,yq;if epyikAk;; 

mt;thNw ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;.27

27. Chandrasekhar, C. P. (2022), “Can austerity end the Sri Lanka crisis?”, Frontline, 
20 October 2022, available at https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/economic-
perspectives-can-austerity-end-the-sri-lanka-crisis/article66001512.ece; Kadirgamar, 
Ahilan; Gunawardena, Devaka; and Sritharan, Sinthuja (2023), “Sri Lanka’s IMF 
Agreement Will Not Alter the Trajectory of a Collapsing Economy”, The Wire, 22 March 
2023, available at https://thewire.in/south-asia/sri-lankas-imf-agreement-debt-financing-
alternatives.
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nghUshjhu cw;gj;jp kw;Wk; Ntiy tha;g;gpd; tsu;r;rpia 

Nkk;gLj;j Ntz;ba re;ju;g;gj;jpy; ru;tNtjr ehza epjpaj;jhy; 

Cf;Ftpf;fg;gLk; eltbf;iffspw;F mjpf tl;b tPjk; kw;Wk; 

Fiwthd murhq;f nrytpdq;fs; cl;gLj;jg;gLk;.  egu;fis 

kypdg;gLj;Jk; neUf;fbfspw;Fs; gyiu iftpl;L mjp];lk; 

cs;s rpW gpuptpdiu kl;Lk; cs;slf;fpa r%f ghJfhg;G 

tiyaikg;gpd; Clhf kWrPuikg;gjw;fhf nghJ r%f cupikf; 

Fiwg;G nra;ag;gl;Ls;sJ. 

Fbkf;fspy; ghupa mstpdiu mopj;j rpy ‘Kd; eltbf;iffs;;’ 
vd;d? 2022 ,y; &gh 200 Mf ,Ue;j mnkupf;f nlyu; xd;W 360 

&ghthf ngWkjp Fiwg;G vd;gJ mtw;Ws; xd;whFk;.

,J kf;fspd; gz Nrkpg;gpd; ngWkjpia mopj;J tpl;lJld;> 

cztpy; ,Ue;J vupnghUs;> kUe;J> %yg; nghUl;fs; kw;Wk; rpy 

,il epiy nghUl;fs; tiu ,wf;Fkjp nra;ag;gl;l nghUl;fspd; 

tpiyia fzprkhd msT mjpfupj;jJ. ,jdhy; mtu;fsJ 

nfhs;tdT rf;jp Fiwtilfpd;wJ.

Viofis ngUkstpy; neUf;fbf;F cs;shf;Ffpd;wikahy; 

gpw;Nghf;fhd xd;whf fUjg;gLfpd;w kiwKfkhd tup (ngWkjp - 

Nru;f;g;gl;l - tup) 50 % My; mjpfupf;fg; gl;Ls;sJld;> mjw;Fs; 

mlq;Fk; tplag;gug;Gk; tpupTgLj;jg;gl;lJ. njhiyj; njhlu;G kPjhd 

tup 15 % My; mjpfupf;fg; gl;bUf;fpwJ. &ghtpd; kjpg;gpwf;fk; $yp 

kw;Wk; rk;gsj;jpd; cz;ikahd ngWkjpapy; 40% Fiwtile;j 

gpd;dUk;> gztPf;fk; kw;Wk; mj;jpahtrpa nghUl;fspd; tpiyfs; 

fw;gidf;F vl;lhj mstpy; mjpfupj;j gpd;Gk; jdpegu; tUkhd 

tup vy;iy khjj;jpw;F 100>000 &ghthf Fiwf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

tPl;L thlif> vupnghUs;> md;whl nryTfs;> czT kw;Wk; 

fl;lzk; nrYj;j Ntz;ba Rfhjhuk; kw;Wk; fy;tp Nghd;w FLk;g 

nryTfs; tpiuthf mjpfupf;Fk; NghJ cj;jpNahfj;ju;fs; kw;Wk; 

khjhe;j rk;gsk; ngWk; eLj;ju tu;f;f njhopy; ty;Ydu;fs; fLk; 

ghjpg;gpw;F cs;shfpdu;.

MW khjq;fspy; ,uz;L Kiw kpd;rhu fl;lzq;fs; 

mjpfupf;fg; gl;ld (Mf];l; 2022 ,y; 75% kw;Wk; ngg;utup 2023 ,y; 

NkYk; 66%).  kpd; fl;lzk; ngUkstpy; mjpfupj;j fhuzj;jhy;> 

mjpfupf;Fk; epYitj; njhifia nrYj; Kbahik> kw;Wk; 
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czT> rikay; vupthA> kw;Wk; kz;nzz;nza; Mfpatw;wpw;F 

gw;whFiwahd tUkhdj;jpy; Kd;Dupik mspg;gjdhy; fpl;lj; jl;l 

500>000 FLk;gq;fspw;F kpd;toq;fy; Jz;bf;fg; gl;bUf;fpd;wJ. 

tptrhapfs; kw;Wk; kPdtu;fSf;F kpf Kf;fpakhd vupnghUshf 

tpsq;Fk; kz;nzz;nza; tpiy 12 khj fhyj;jpw;Fs; 400% 

,w;Fk; mjpfkhf mjpfupf;fg; gl;bUf;fpwJ. ,jdhy; rpW mstpyhd 

kPdtu;fs; jpdKk; flypw;F nry;yTk;> flypy; ePz;l Jhuk; nrd;W 

kPd; gpbf;fTk; ngUksT nryT nra;a Ntz;bAs;sJ. mjd; 

gpujpgydhf re;ijapy; kPd; tuj;J Fiwtile;jJ mj;Jld; 

mjd; tpiyAk; mjpfupj;jJ ,Ug;gJld; kf;fspd; Kf;fpa Guj 

Njitia <Lnra;a gad;gLj;jg;gl ,jid ehshe;jk; thq;f 

Kbahj epiy gy FLgk;gq;fspw;F Vw;gl;lJ.

Nrhfk; vd;dntd;why;> ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd;; 

epge;jidfs; ntw;wp ngWk; vd;gjw;F cyfshtpa uPjpapy; 

ve;jnthU MjhuKk; ,y;yhj epiyapYk; - (mit tsu;r;rpia 

mjpfupf;Fk; vd;Wk; nghUshjhu tsu;rpaile;jTld; tWikia 

xopf;fyhk; vd;Wk; tiuaWf;fg;gl;l kw;Wk; FiwghLs;s 

epiyapYk;) me;j epge;jidfs; eilKiwg; gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. 

cz;ikapy;> cyf ehLfspy; cs;s Mjhuq;fspd; mbg;gilapy;> 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; jpl;lq;fisf; eilKiwg; gLj;Jfpd;w 

ehLfspd; tsu;r;rp tPjk; ngUk;ghYk; mur fld; neUf;fbfspw;F 

Kd;G ,Ue;jij tpl FiwthfNt ,Uf;fpd;wJ. cau; kl;l 

tUkhdk; ngWgtu;fsplk; nry;tk; Ftpe;Js;sJld; r%fj;jpd; 

cau; kl;lj;jpy; cs;s rpyupw;Fk; fPo; kl;lj;jpy; cs;s gyupw;Fk; 

,ilapy; mjpfupj;JtUk; ghupa tUkhd ,ilntsp cs;snjd;gij 

rkkpd;ikapd; mstPLfs; fhl;Lfpd;wd.28

1977 ,w;F gpd;G ‘jpwe;j nghUshjhu’ kWrPuikg;gpw;F 

gpd;duhd fhyg; gFjpia 1948 Mk; Mz;L Rje;jpuj;jpw;F 

Kd;Gk; gpd;Gk; ,Ue;j fhyg; gFjpfSld; xg;gpl;L ghu;f;ifapy; 

,yq;ifapYk; ,e;j tuyhw;W mDgtk;29 cs;sJ. 

28. Weisbrot, Mark; Baker, Dean; Naiman, Robert; and Neta, Gila (2001), Growth May Be 
Good for the Poor – But are IMF and World Bank Policies Good for Growth? Centre for 
Economic Policy Research, May 2001, available at https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/103947/
econ_growth_2001_05.pdf.
29. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2014), Growth with inequality: the political economy 
of neoliberalism in Sri Lanka, Europe Solidaire San Frontières, available at https://www.
europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article30941.
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,e;jpah kw;Wk; rPdh

,e;J rKj;jpuj;jpy; Mlg;gLk; “ngUk; tpisahl;by;” 
,e;jpah kw;Wk; rPdhtpd; Gtprhu; mgpyhirfspw;F ,ilNa rpf;fpf; 

nfhz;bUf;Fk; ehlhf ,yq;if fUjg;gLfpd;wJ. kfpe;j uh[gf;\ 

Ml;rpapy; (2005-2018) ntspAwTf; nfhs;ifapy; rPdhtpw;F rhu;ghd 

xU rha;T ,Ue;jJ. vt;thwhapDk;> ,e; ehl;bd; nghUshjhu 

neUf;fbapd; Muk;gj;jpy; ,Ue;J ,yq;ifapd; ,U jug;G 

ed;nfhilahsuhf Kd;dpiyapy; ,Ue;j rPdhit ,e;jpah 

mfw;wpaJ. gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; ,uz;L Nkyhjpf;f ehLfSk; jq;fsJ 

nray; je;jpuk; kw;Wk; tzpf Nehf;fq;fspw;fhfTk; kw;iwa 

ehl;bd; Mjpf;fj;ij kl;Lg;gLj;Jtjw;fhfTk; ,yq;ifia jk; 

trk; itj;jpUf;f Mtyhf cs;sd.

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jld; xg;ge;jk; nra;tij 

jhkjpg;gjw;fhf rPdhtpdhy; ,yq;iff;F  toq;fg;gl;bUf;Fk; 

fld; kWrPuikg;G njhlu;ghf rPdh “gpd;dbg;gjhf” ,e;jpa kw;Wk; 
Nkw;fj;Nja Clfq;fs; Rl;bf; fhl;b ,Ue;jd. rPdh ,yq;ifapd; 

,Ujug;G fld;fspy; 10 % ijAk; nkhj;j ntspehl;L fld; 

njhifapy; 20 % ijAk; toq;fpAs;sJ (tpj;jpahrk; vd;dntd;why; 

murhq;fj;jpw;Fk; - murhq;fj;jpw;Fk; ,ilapyhd Neubf; fldpw;F 

gjpyhf rPd tq;fpfspdhy; fld; toq;fy;). fLikahd fld; 

mOj;jk; my;yJ flid jpUg;gpr; nrYj;j Kbahj NghJ> 

gP[pq;fpd; eilKiwahf ,Ug;gJ jpUg;gpr; nrYj;j Ntz;ba 

fld; ngWkjpapy; Fiwg;G (mjhtJ Fiwg;G cl;gl kWrPuikg;G) 

nra;tjw;F vjpg;G njuptpj;jy; kw;Wk; mjw;F gjpyhf fld; 

njhifapd; fhy Kjpu;it ePbg;gjhFk;.

“fld; kWrPuikg;Gfspy; el;lj;ij Vw;Wf; nfhs;shik 

njhlu;ghf rPdh ,uz;L Kf;fpa thjq;fis Kd; itf;fpd;wJ” 
mjpy; “KjyhtJ> mjd; fld;fs; mgptpUj;jpia ,yf;fhf 

nfhz;litahf ,Ug;gjdhy;> me;j fld; ngWdupw;F tUkhdj;ij 

<l;bj; jUk; jpl;lq;fSld; ,ize;jit vd;gjhFk;. ,uz;lhtjhf> 

jq;fs; fld;fis KOikahf jpUg;gp  nrYj;Jtjw;F jw;NghJs;s 

epiyf;F gjpyhf ,q;F gyjug;G tq;fpfisAk; ,izj;Jf; 

nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;” vd;gjhFk; vd nfhOk;gpy; cs;s nfhs;if 

fw;iffs; epWtdj;jpd; J\;dp tPuf;Nfhd; $Wfpd;whu;.30

30. Weerakoon, Dushni (2023), “Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring roadmap: following the 
evidence”, Daily FT, 28 July 2023, available at https://www.ft.lk/columns/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-
restructuring-roadmap-Following-the-evidence/4-750714.
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cz;ikapy; ,yq;if jdJ gy jug;G fld;fis 

njhlu;e;J nrYj;jhky; tpl;Ls;sJ> ,Ujug;G kw;Wk; me;j fld; 

toq;Fdu;fSld; xg;gpLifapy; ru;tNjr epjp epWtdq;fpd; 

,yhgfukhd epiyia itj;J me;j fld; toq;Fdu;fspk; ,Ue;J 

fld; epthuzk; Nfhup ve;jnthU mOj;jj;ijAk; nfhLf;ftpy;iy. 

vt;thW ,Ue;jhYk; rPdh epjp cjtp jpl;l KjyPLfspy; 

,Ue;J ,yhgk; <l;Ljy; kw;Wk; me;;j jpl;lq;fspd; (Viofspw;fhf 

tiuaWf;fg;gl;l ngWkjpAs;s ghupastpyhd cl;fl;likg;G 

trjpfspw;F mg;ghy;) ‘mgptpUj;jp’ njhlu;ghf Njrpa mstpy; 

tpku;rdq;fs; cs;sikAk;> epu;thfj;jpy; ,Ue;J murpay;thjpfs; 

kw;Wk; mjpfhupfs; njhlu;ghf ngUksT Coy; Fw;wr;rhl;LfSk; 

cs;sikahYk; rPdhtpd; Nkw; $wpa KjyhtJ $w;W NkYk; 

Muag;;gl Ntz;Lk;.

,yq;if 2>830 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu; (kj;jpa  murhq;f 

fld;fspy; 3.5% ,w;F rkkhdJ) fld; gl;bUe;j rPdhtpd; Vw;Wkjp 

,wf;Fkjp (EXIM)  tq;fp “ru;tNjr ehza epjpajpl;lj;Jld;  

tpNrl njhlu;Gila kw;Wk; epiyahd fld; jd;ik gw;wp 

njspthf njuptpj;J  fld; kWrPuikg;gpw;F ‘tpNrlkhd kw;Wk; 
ek;gf jd;ikahd’ epjp cj;juthjj;ij toq;fpaJk;” rPdhtpw;Fk;; 
ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpw;Fk; ,ilapyhd ,e;j ,f;fl;L epiy 

KbTf;F te;jJ.31 flid jpUg;gpr; nrYj;Jtjw;F ,uz;lhz;L 

(2022 kw;Wk; 2023) fhy jhkj fld; jtiz fhyk; kw;Wk; “eLj;ju 
kw;Wk; ePz;l fhy fld; Kfhikj;Jtk;” njhlu;ghf ,yq;if 

mjpfhupfSldhd tpiuthd Ngr;R thu;j;ij elhj;Jtjw;fhd 

cj;juthjk; Nghd;wd cWjpg;gLj;jg; gl;Ls;sjhf njupfpd;wJ.

Gjpa epjp cjtpfis toq;Ftjw;F rPdh fhl;ba 

jaf;fk;> mz;il ehl;bd; kPJ ,oe;j nry;thf;if kPz;L;k; 

fl;b vOg;Gtjw;Fk;> jdf;F Nghl;bahd ehl;il tpl Mjhak; 

NjLtjw;Fk; ,e;jpahtpw;F xU tha;g;ghf mike;jJ. 

2022 Mk; Mz;by; NtW ve;j Gjpa epjp cjtpAk; ,y;yhj 

NghJ kdpjhgpkhd cjtpAld; Rkhu; 4000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f 

nlhyu;fis ,e;jpah ,yq;iff;F FWfpa fhy fldhf toq;fpaJ. 

31. Jayasinghe, Uditha and Shalal, Andrea (2023), “Sri Lanka closes in on $2.9 bln IMF 
deal after China support”, Reuters, 08 March 2023, available at https://www.reuters.com/
markets/asia/sri-lanka-says-positive-news-coming-imf-29-bln-package-2023-03-07/.
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,e;jpahtpd; Vw;Wkjp ,wf;Fkjp tq;fpapy; ,Ue;J ngw;Nwhypa 

,wf;Fkjpf;F 500 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fSk;> md;dpa 

nryhtzp gupkhw;wj;jpw;fhf 400 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fSk;> 

1000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fspw;Fk; mjpfkhd nghUl;fspw;fhf 

Mrpa mDkjp rq;fj;jpd; nfhLg;gdit xj;jpitj;jy;> kw;Wk; 

mj;jpahtrpa czTg; nghUl;fs; kw;Wk; kUe;Jfis nfhs;tdT 

nra;tjw;F fldhf 1000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu; cs;spl;lit 

,e;j epjpg; nghjpapy; mlq;Fk;.32

,e;jpah ghuk;gupakhf fld; toq;Fk; ehL my;y. ,U 

jug;G fld; toq;Fdu;fspd; eltbf;iffis xUq;fpizf;Fk; 

ghup]; rq;fj;jpYk;; ,e;jpah xU cWg;G ehL my;y. 2022 Mk; 

Mz;by; Vw;gl;l nghUshjhu neUf;fbfspd; gpd;du; rPdh kw;Wk; 

[g;ghdpw;F mLj;jgbahf ,yq;iff;F fld; toq;Fk; %d;whtJ 

ngupa ehlhf ,e;jpah khwpaJ. vdNt ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; 

,yq;ifapd; fld; kWrPuikg;gpw;F ,e;jpahtpd; cjtpf;fhd 

cj;juthjj;ij NfhupaJ. ,e;j Nfhupf;if 17 [dtup 2023 md;W 

epiwNtw;wg; gl;lJ.

mg;NghjpUe;J> ,yq;ifapd; ,U jug;G fld; toq;Fdu;fspd; 

nghJ jsj;jpy; ,iz jiytu;fsh [g;ghd; kw;Wk; gpuhd;]; 

Mfpa ehLfSld; ,e;jpah ,ize;Js;sJ.33 rPdhtpw;F miog;G 

tpLf;fg;gl;lhYk; mJ ,e;j FOtpy; ,izahJ vd nfhOk;gpw;F 

mwptpj;J ,Ue;jJ. mjd; nghUs; ,yq;if rPdhTld; jdpahf 

Ngr;Rthu;j;ij elj;j Ntz;Lk; vd;gjhFk;. mj;NjhL Vida 

fld; toq;Fdu;fs; jq;fsJ nrhe;j epiyg;ghl;il njuptpg;gjw;F 

Kd;du;> xUtUf;nfhUtu; rkkhf elj;jg;gLtij cWjp nra;J 

nfhs;tjw;fhf> fld; kWrPuikg;gpw;F rPdhtpd; gq;fspg;G vd;d 

vd;gij mtjhdpj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpd;wd.

32. Parthasarathy, G. (2022), “India to Lanka’s aid”, The Hindu Business Line, 09 May 
2022, available at https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/india-to-lankas-aid/
article65398877.ece; PTI (2023), “India says it will continue to support Sri Lanka in 
overcoming its financial crisis”, The Hindu, 09 July 2023, available at https://www.thehindu.
com/news/national/india-says-it-will-continue-to-support-sri-lanka-in-overcoming-its-
financial-crisis/article67059997.ece.
33. Kihara, Leika and Do Rosario, Jorgelina (2023), “Japan, India and France announce 
common platform for Sri Lanka creditors”, Reuters, 14 April 2023, available at https://
www.reuters.com/markets/asia/japan-india-france-launch-creditors-meeting-sri-lanka-
debt-2023-04-13/
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ntsp tptfhu nfhs;iffs; njhlu;ghd jhf;fq;fs;; 

,yq;iff;Fs; ftdpf;fg;gltpy;iy.34 ,yq;if murhq;fk; njhlu;ghf 

,e;jpah kiwKfkhd Nehf;fq;fisf; nfhz;Ls;sJ vd rpq;fs 

Njrpathjpfs; vr;rupf;fpd;wdu;. Fwpg;ghf jpUNfhzkiy Mo; 

fly; JiwKfk;> vupnghUs; toq;fy;  trjp kw;Wk; flw;fiuf;F 

gpd;Ds;s cs;ehl;L gpuNjrq;fis epu;tfpj;jy;;> Nkhb Ml;rpAld; 

njhlu;Gila mjhdp FOkj;jpw;F nfhOk;G JiwKfj;jpd; Nkw;F 

nfhs;fyd; jsj;jpYk; kw;Wk; Vida gFjpfspy; GJg;gpf;fj; jf;f 

vuprf;jp jpl;lq;fSf;fhd MjuT mZF KiwAk;> ,e;jpa tzpf 

eyd;fspw;F ed;ik juf; $ba kw;Wk; Njrpa nghUshjhuj;jpw;Fs; 

mtw;wpd; Kf;fpaj;Jtj;ij mjpfupf;Fk; fhuzpahd ,e;jpa &gha; 

gupkhw;wj;jpw;fhd trjpAld; Nrit tzpfk;  jhuhskakhf;fy; 

Nghd;wit mjw;Fs; cs;sq;Fk;. 

ghf;fp];jhd; kw;Wk; gq;fshNj\;

njw;fhrpahtpd; ,d;ndU ehLfshd gq;fshNj\; kw;Wk; 

ghfp];jhd; Nghd;w ehLfs; fld; neUf;fbapy; ,Ug;gJld; 

,yq;ifapd; gaq;fukhd mDgtk;; mtu;fsJ ehLfspYk; 

,lk; ngwhky; jtpu;j;Jf;; nfhs;tjpy; murhq;fKk; Fbkf;fSk; 

ftdkhf ,Uf;fpd;wdu;. ,U ehLfspy; xd;W $l flid kPs 

nrYj;jhky; tpLtjw;F Kd; jkJ ntspehl;L ehza ifapUg;G 

KOtJk; Fiwtiltjw;F Kd;Ng (2023 ngg;utup epytyg;gb 

ghfp];jhdpd; ifapUg;G 3000 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fspw;Fk; 

fPo; Fiwtile;jpUe;jhYk;) ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; cl;gl 

ntspehl;L epjp epWtdq;fspd; cjtpfis ehb cs;sd. 

me;j ehLfs; fld;fis kPsr; nrYjj;jhky; tpltpy;iy. 

,jdhy; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jldhd mtu;fsJ Ngr;Rthu;j;ijfs; 

,yq;ifia tpl kpf tpiuthf ,lk; ngw;wJ (,yq;iff;F 

fpl;lj;jl;l xU tUlk; vLj;jJ): mjhtJ gq;fshNj\pw;F MW 

khjq;fSk; ghfp];jhdpw;F vl;L khjq;fSk; nrd;wd.

34. Ethirajan, Anbarasan (2022), “Sri Lanka crisis: is India gaining over China in island 
nation?”, BBC.com, 20 July 2022, available at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-
india-62218050; Devapriya, Uditha (2023), “How the IMF bailout is changing Sri Lanka’s 
foreign policy”, Himal Southasian, 30 March 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.
com/imf-bailout-sri-lanka-china-india-us-foreign-policy/.
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[dtup 2022 ,y; ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; gq;fshNj\

pw;F 42 khjk; KOtjpYk; 4>700 kpy;ypad; mnkupf;f nlhyu;fis 

toq;f mDkjp toq;fpaJ.  me;j KO njhifiaAk; 

toq;Ftjw;F Rkhu; 30 epge;jidfis ghfp];jhd; epiwNtw;w 

Ntz;Lk;. ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; “xNu Mil midtupw;Fk; 

nghUe;Jk;” vd;w R+j;jpuj;ij fUj;jpy; nfhs;Sk; NghJ ,e;j 

epge;jidfs; ,yq;iff;F tpjpf;fg;gl;Ls;s epge;jidfis 

xj;jjhf mike;jpUg;gjpy; Mr;rupag; gLtjw;F vJTk; ,y;iy. 

Vida eltbf;iffspw;F ,ilapy; kpd;rhuk; kw;Wk; tY 

rf;jpfspd; fl;lzq;fis re;ij tpiyapy; itj;jpUj;jy;> 

murhq;fk; toq;Fk; epthuzq;fis Fiwj;jy;> tup tpyf;Ffspd; 

msit Fiwj;jy;> tq;fpj; Jiwapy; kWrPuikg;G nra;jy; kw;Wk; 

murhq;f tuT nryT jpl;l gw;whf; Fiwia Fiwj;jy; vd;gd 

cs;slq;Fk;. 

%j;j nghUshjhu epGzu; up];thDs; ,];yhk; fUj;J 

njuptpj;jJ Nghy “jw;Nghja jpl;lj;jpy; r%f nryTfs; gw;wp 

Fwpg;gplg; gl;Ls;sJ. Mdhy; vupnghUs; vz;nza; tpiy mjpfup;;g;G> 

kpd;rhu fl;lz cau;T Nghd;w jplg;gLj;jy; eltbf;iffspYk; 

kw;Wk; xl;Lnkhj;j czT gztPf;fk; Nghd;wtw;wpd; jhf;fj;jpy; 

,Ue;J Viofs; kw;Wk; tUkhdk; Fiwe;j kf;fis ghJfhg;gJ 

vg;gb vd;gJ gw;wp vJTk; Fwpg;gplg; gltpy;iy”.35 vd Fwpg;gpl;lhu;.

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;Jldhd ghfp];jhdpd; xg;ge;jkhdJ 

,yq;ifapd; xg;ge;jk; epiwtile;J %d;W khjq;fspd; gpd;du; 

mjhtJ [Pd; 2023 ,y; Kbtile;;jJ. ,yq;ifiag; Nghy; 

my;yhJ ghfp];jhDf;fhd fld; toq;Fk; Kiw 3>000 kpy;ypad; 

mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs; (ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xJf;fPl;bd; 111%) 

FWfpa fhy (xd;gJ khjq;fs;) fld; trjpahFk;.36

35. Islam, Rizwanul (2023), “Meeting the conditions for the IMF loan: from role model 
to a nervous student”, Daily Star, 14 May 2023, available at https://www.thedailystar.net/
opinion/views/news/meeting-the-conditions-the-imf-loan-3318831.
36. Dhar, Sushovan (2023), “Pakistan: The IMF deal and its critics”, CADTM.org, 24 July 
2023, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Pakistan-The-IMF-deal-and-its-critics; Sheikh, 
Salman Rafi (2023). “Pakistan’s IMF bailout is not without political consequences”, Himal 
Southasian, 03 August 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.com/pakistan-imf-
bailout-economy-muslim-league-nawaz-pti-imran-khan/.
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ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; epge;jidfis Vw;Wf; nfhs;s 

gq;fshNj\; kw;Wk; ,yq;if Mfpa ehLfs; Mu;tkhf ,Ue;jhYk; 

Muk;gj;jpy; ghfp];jhd; rw;W vjpu;gpid fhl;baJ. jkJ ehL fdpk 

vz;nza;> ,aw;if thA kw;Wk; kpd;rhuk; cs;spl;litfspw;fhd 

epthuzq;fis ePf;FtJ cl;gl tptrhak;> Vw;Wkjpj; Jiw 

kw;Wk; jfty; njhopy; El;gk; Nghd;w Kf;fpa Jiwfspw;F tup 

epthuzk; toq;Ftij ePf;Fjy; cl;gl ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; 

tpjpj;j epge;jidfs; njhlu;ghf Nguk; Ngr Kbahj mstpw;F 

gytPdkhd epiyf;F ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; jdJ ehl;il fld; 

jtizia Nehf;fp js;Stjhf ghfp];jhdpd; mg;Nghja epjp 

(jw;NgJ ntspehl;L) mikr;ru;> $wp ,Ue;jhu;.

Ngr;Rthu;j;ijfis tpiuthf Kbg;gjw;F cjtp nra;ahj 

tifapy; nraw;gtJ njhlu;ghf ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;ij Fw;wk; 

rhl;b mtu; Fwpg;gpLifapy; “ghfp];jhd; xU muRlik ehlhFk;. 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpak; NfhUk; midj;ijAk; Vw;Wf; nfhs;s 

KbahJ… ntspehl;L tpNuhj rf;jpfs; ghfp];jhd; ,d;DnkhU 

,yq;ifahf khw Ntz;Lk; vd tpUk;Gfpd;wd. mg;NghJ ru;tNjr 

ehza epjpak; ,];yhkhghj; cld; Ngr;Rthu;j;ij elhj;Jk;” 
vd $wpdhu;;.37 ,Ue;j NghjpYk; ghfp];jhd; mjpfhupfs; tl;b 

tPjq;fis cau;j;jp cs;sdu;. vupnghUs; kw;Wk; kpd;fl;lzq;fs; 

mjpfupf;fg; gl;Ls;sd mj;NjhL mur Jiwapdupd; rk;gsk; kw;Wk; 

Xa;T+jpa nryTfis Fiwg;gjw;fhf jpl;lkplg;gl;Ls;sJ.

,yq;ifiag; NghyNt gq;fshNj\; kw;Wk; ghf;fp];jhdpYk; 

‘thrpq;ldpd; xUkpj;j fUj;J’38 re;ij mbg;gilapyhd rPu; 

jpUj;jq;fs; Clhf jhq;fpf; nfhs;s KbahjsT tho;f;ifr; 

nryT kw;Wk; fhyepiy NguopTfspdhy; Vw;fdNt jj;jspf;Fk; 

kf;fspd; kPjhf mOj;jj;jij NkYk; mjpfupf;fpd;wd.

37. The Island (2023), “Foreign powers want Pak to default like Lanka, claims Pakistani FM 
Ishaq Dhar”, The Island, 18 June 2023, available at https://island.lk/foreign-powers-want-
pak-to-default-like-lanka-claims-pakistan-fm-ishaq-dar/.
38. Hossain, Showkat (2023), “Is IMF the saviour of Bangladesh economy?”, Prothom 
Alo English, 13 February 2023, available at https://en.prothomalo.com/opinion/op-
ed/4avvjxkjb0.
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KbTiu

murhq;fk;;> tyJrhup rpe;jidf; FOf;fspd;> kw;Wk; jhuhsthj 

tpku;rfu;;fspw;F mg;ghy;> ru;tNjr ehza epjpa xg;ge;jj;ij 

vt;thW Vw;Wf; nfhz;ldu;? mjw;Fk; Nky; murpay; fl;rpfs;> 

njhopw; rq;fq;fs; kw;Wk; ,lJrhup mikg;Gfs;> ngz;zpathjpfs; 

kw;Wk; R+oypay; ty;Ydu;fs;> rpW tptrhapfs; kw;Wk; kPdtu;fs; 

Nghd;wtu;fspd; vjpu;g;G mikjpahf;fg; gl;bUg;gJ tpku;rfu;fis 

GJikf;Fs;shf;fp cs;sJ.

2022 ,y; IMF ,w;F vjpuhf ve;jf; FuYk; votpy;iy.39 2023 

Mk; Mz;by; ,Ue;J me;j mikjp epiy khwpAs;sJ. MdhYk; 

,d;Dk; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; epgj;jidfis KOikahf 

epuhfupf;ff; $ba tpjj;jpy; my;y. 

jw;Nghja ghuhSkd;wj;jpd; kpfg; ngupa vjpu;f; fl;rpahd 

If;fpa kf;fs; rf;jp ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd;; xg;ge;jj;ij 

epiwT nra;Ak; topapy; FWf;Nf epd;W ‘nfLf;Fk;’ fl;rp vd;W 
ngau; thq;fhky; ,Ug;gjpy; ftdkhf ,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; mtu;fs; 

Ml;rpaikj;jhy; ,yq;ifapy; gad;gLj;Jk; Fwpg;ghf r%f 

eyd;fs; njhlu;ghd tpjpKiwfis jpUj;JtJ gw;wp Fuy; 

nfhLf;f  Muk;gpj;Js;sJ. 

ghupa ,lJrhupf; fl;lrpahd Njrpa kf;fs; rf;jp nghUshjhu 

kPl;rpf;F xg;ge;jk; xU Kd; epge;jid vd;w r%fj;jpd; xUkpj;j 

fUj;ij Vw;Wf; nfhz;L Muk;gj;jpy; mikjpahf ,Ue;jJ. 

MdhYk; gpd;du; Njrpa kf;fs; rf;jpAk;> jdpahu; Jiw kw;Wk; 

jdpahu;-murhq;fj; Jiw rhu;e;j njhopw; rq;fq;fSk; ru;tNjr 

ehza epjpaj;jpd; epge;jidfspw;F vjpuhf mjpfk; Fuy; 

nfhLj;jd.

vg;gb ,Ue;jhYk;> ngUk;ghyhd tpku;rdq;fs; ,d;dKk; 

ru;tNjr ehza epjpa fld; xg;ge;jk; kw;Wk; mjDld; ,izf;fg; 

gl;Ls;s tiuaiwfspw;F Neubahf vjpu;g;ig ntspg;gLj;jpdhYk; 

mit ,d;dKk; gFjpastpNyNa cs;sd. tPjpfspy; vjpu;g;G 

39. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2022b), “‘The Canary in the Coal Mine’: Sri Lanka’s 
Crisis is a Chronicle Foretold”, CADTM.org, 07 August 2022, available at https://www.
cadtm.org/The-Canary-in-the-Coal-Mine-Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-a-Chronicle-Foretold
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Mu;g;ghl;lq;fs; ,lk; ngw;whYk; mit jdpg;gl;l tUkhd tup 

tpjpg;G kw;Wk; Copau; (Nrkyhg) epjpaq;fspy; cs;s epjpapy; 

cs;ehl;L fld; kWrPuikg;gpd; ghjfkhd tpisTfs; Nghd;w 

murhq;fj;jpd; rPu;jpUj;j jpl;lj;jpd; rpy mk;rq;fspw;F vjpuhf 

kl;Lg;gLj;jg; gl;Ls;sd.

Njrpa fld;fs; njhlu;ghf fzf;fha;T nra;jy; njhlu;ghd 

Nfhupf;if kw;Wk; mUtUf;fj; jf;f tifapYk; rl;luPjpaw;w 

fld;fis uj;J nra;tjw;fhd Nfhupf;if njhlu;ghf fzf;fha;T 

nra;ag;gl Ntz;Lk; vd ghuhSkd;w ,lJrhup kw;Wk; 

ghuhSkd;wj;jpw;F ntspapy; njhopw;rq;fq;fs; kw;Wk; rptpy; 

r%f mikg;Gfs; mz;ikapy; Fuy; nfhLf;f Muk;gpj;Js;sd. 

,d;Wtiu> xg;ge;jj;ij epuhfupj;J ,e;j neUf;fbiaia ntw;wp 

nfhs;tjw;fhf Ruz;lg;gLk; tu;f;fj;jpw;F Mjuthd fhj;jpukhd 

cghaq;fis Kd; itf;Fk;> r%f nghWg;Gs;s ve;jnthU 

murpay; my;yJ r%f rf;jpNsh ,y;iy. 

cz;ikapy;> ,yq;iff;F fLikahf cjtpfs; Njitg;gLk; 

Jiwfspw;F mur nrytpdq;fis xJf;f mur tUkhdj;jpy; 

,lk; ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk;. nghJ Nrit toq;fy; kw;Wk; epyj;jb 

vupnghUspy; mbikahfp ,Ug;gjpy; ,Ue;J tpyFtjw;F> mur 

tUkhdq;fis mjpfupg;gjw;Fk;> jw;Nghja nryTfspy; Njit 

mw;witfis ePf;fTk; Ntz;Lk;.

,jid Viofspw;F fpilf;Fk; mw;g r%f ghJfhg;G 

gpujpyhgq;fis fz;fhzpg;gjd; Clhf my;yhky;> ehl;by; tUkhd 

nrYj;j jtwpAs;s ngUk; gzf;fhuu;fspd; ,yhgk; njhlu;ghf 

fz;fhzpg;gjd; %yk; ,jid Muk;gpf;fyhk;.  2022 Mk; Mz;by; 

tUkhd tup jpizf;fsj;jpy; gjpT nra;j fk;gdpfspy; ehd;fpy; xU 

gFjpahd fk;gdpfNs tUkhd tup nrYj;jp cs;sd>40 mj;Jld; 

,ufrpa ntspehl;L Vw;Wkjp tUkhdk; njhlu;ghf mtjhdkhf 

,Ug;gjd; %yk;. xU kjpg;gPl;bd; gb 2022 ,d; ,Wjp tiuahd 12 

tUl fhyg; gFjpf;Fs; fpilj;j ,ufrpa ,yhgk; 53.5 gpy;ypad; 

40. Perera, Yohan and Ajith Siriwardena (2022), “Mahindananda highlights extent of 
tax evasion in Sri Lanka”, Daily Mirror, 22 September 2022, available at https://www.
dailymirror.lk/business-news/Mahindananda-highlights-extent-of-tax-evasion-in-Sri-
Lanka/273-245377.



56

nfhLikahd gupNrhjid
ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJ epfo;r;rp jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; 17 tJ epfo;r;rp jpl;lKk; ,yq;ifAk;

mnkupf;f nlhyu;fs;41 MFk;. Mlk;gukhd Efu;T ntspg;gilahf 

njupaf;$ba ngUk; gzf;fhuu;fspw;Fk; kw;Wk; njhw;W Neha; 

fhyj;jpy; mjpf ,yhgk; <l;ba epjpr; Nritj; Jiwf;Fk; nry;t 

(wealth) tupapid tpjpf;fyhk;. 2009 ,y; cs;ehl;L Aj;jk; 

epiwtile;j gpd;dUk; kpf Ntfkhf mjpfupj;jpUf;Fk;> nkhj;j 

cs;ehl;L cw;gj;jpapy; 2% I gad;gLj;Jk; ,uhZt nryTfisf; 

Fiwf;fyhk;. 

mjhtJ>  2023 Mk; Mz;bd; epjp xJf;fPl;by; ghJfhg;G 

kw;Wk; nghJ ghJfhg;gpw;fhf 539>000 kpy;ypad; &gh xJf;fg; 

gl;lJ. ,J Rfhjhuk; kw;Wk; fy;tp Mfpa ,U Jiwfspw;fhfTk; 

xJf;fg;gl;l ghupa njhiff;F rkkhdJ.42

ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; mwpf;iff;F jdpahd tpsf;fk; 

Njit ,y;iy. ‘thrpq;ld; xUkpj;j fUj;J’ nfhs;iffspw;F 

gpd;du; gy jrhg;jq;fs; fle;jhYk; cyfshtpa fld; neUf;fb 

1980 fspd; Kw;gFjpapy; ,Ue;jij tpl kpf Nkhrkhf cs;sJ. 

fld;gl;l ehLfs; mit fldhspahtjw;F fhuzkhd 

tplaq;fspy; ve;jtpj mbg;gil khw;wq;fisAk; nra;ahky; my;yJ 

ngUk;ghyhdtu;fspw;F mtu;fsJ mgptpUj;jp gpujpyhgq;fis 

mjpfupf;fhky; ru;tNjr ehza epjpaj;jpd; xU xg;ge;jj;jpy; 

,Ue;J ,d;ndhU xg;ge;jj;jpw;F nry;fpd;wd. ,yq;ifAk; mjw;F 

khwhdJ my;y. r%fj;jpw;F ghjpg;GfisAk; ghupa Jd;gq;fisAk; 

Vw;gLj;jpa me;j Njhy;tpaile;j mNj Kiwfis kPz;Lk; 

eilKiwg; gLj;JtJ ,yq;iapd; gyjug;gl;l neUfbfspw;Fk; 

jPu;thf mikahJ. ■

41. Sirimanna, Bandula (2022), “Billions of dollars in foreign income stashed overseas”, 
Sunday Times, 04 December 2022, available at https://www.sundaytimes.lk/221204/
business-times/billions-of-dollars-in-foreign-income-stashed-overseas-503742.html.
42. Hamza, Mahadiya (2022), “Sri Lanka analysts frown upon Wickremesinghe’s high 
defence budget”, Economy Next.com, 15 November 2022, available at https://economynext.
com/sri-lanka-analysts-frown-upon-wickremesinghes-high-defence-budget-103035/; 
Publicfinance.lk (2022b), “How much does Sri Lanka allocate for the defence sector?”, 
PublicFinance.lk, 03 February 2022, https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/how-much-does-
sri-lanka-allocate-for-the-defence-sector-1643901269.
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A Brutal
Experiment

IMF-17 and Sri Lanka
Balasingham  Skanthakumar 

“… what a brutal experiment it is to have to adjust 
the economy from one equilibrium to the other 
without any external support”

Peter Breuer, IMF Senior Mission Chief for Sri Lanka, 
Colombo, 21 March 2023.

“… we should not think that the leopard has 
changed its spots; that the IMF has suddenly 
become a benevolent association to work for 
developing countries; may be that some of the 
spots are not as clear as they used to be but still, 
we must be careful in dealing with the leopard.”

M. Sivasithamparam, MP for Nallur,
Debate in the National State Assembly, April 1978.

Sri Lanka’s March 2023 agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) neither credibly recognises the causes of 
the crisis leading to sovereign debt default in 2022; nor provides 
relief to the most vulnerable and marginalised whose quality of 
life is already distressed by the Covid-19 pandemic; global food 
and fuel price shocks over the past three years; and the freefall 
of the economy in 2021-2022. The austerity-driven policy reforms 
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promoted by the IMF and the Ranil Wickremesinghe government 
attack security of employment, livelihoods and incomes, public 
services, and social protection, while accelerating precarities and 
inequalities. Instead of reducing the burden of loans and freeing Sri 
Lanka from the trap in which it is, the neoliberal conditionalities of 
the IMF’s 17th agreement entrench integration and subordination 
within global finance capitalism, reproducing and worsening the 
debt crisis. The end goal of the IMF reforms is to restore the vicious 
cycle of new debt to repay old debt.

Sri Lanka entered its 17th loan arrangement with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), on 20 March 2023. Through a 
medium-term lending window known as the Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF), the IMF will disburse almost US$3,000 million (SDR2,286 
million) over four years to the bankrupt South Asian country.1 
This new financing, signifying IMF endorsement of the Ranil 
Wickremesinghe government’s economic reforms, is trumpeted 
as Sri Lanka’s only lifeline to float its sunken economy. 

Although the purpose of the EFF is to “implement deep and 
sustained structural reforms”, what is intended by the IMF is not 
to address unequal and unfair international economic relations 
that make poor countries become highly indebted; nor to provide 
relief to the common people suffering in the island’s worst post-
independence crisis, but rather to reinforce the market economy 
and strengthen integration in the global capitalist order

In fact, the IMF loan paves the way for international creditors 
(including sovereign bondholders) to recoup as much, and as soon 
as possible, their loans to Sri Lanka.2 The IMF conditionalities once 

1. IMF (2023), “IMF Executive Board Approves US$3 Billion Under the Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF) Arrangement for Sri Lanka”, 20 March 2023, available at https://www.imf.
org/en/News/Articles/2023/03/20/pr2379-imf-executive-board-approves-under-the-
new-eff-arrangement-for-sri-lanka
2. Toussaint, Eric and Dhar, Sushovan (2022), “Sri Lanka: no agreement with the IMF!”, 
CADTM.org, 15 April 2022, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-No-agree-
ment-with-the-IMF.
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implemented also rehabilitate Sri Lanka’s credit ratings, to enable 
it to go back to the international money market to borrow more, 
adding to its total stock of central government external debt that 
had already reached US$36,090 million as of end March 20233, 
and grew further (that is even after the default) to US$37.3 billion 
by the end of 2023.4 

The agreement came almost one year after the government 
of Gotabaya Rajapaksa announced Sri Lanka’s imminent default 
on its sovereign debt in April 2022, becoming the first Asia-Pacific 
country to do so in over two decades. This admission of inability to 
service external loans, signalled the severity of Sri Lanka’s economic 
crisis that manifested over 2021, accompanied by widespread and 
large-scale public protests between March and July 2022, creating 
political turmoil within the executive and parliament.5

In 2022, the Lankan rupee (LKR) lost 78 % of its value against 
the US Dollar (USD) between the months of March and May. At 
least 500,000 jobs in manufacturing and industry alone were 
lost that year, on top of hundreds of thousands more during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according to the World Bank.6 In June 2023, 
parliament was informed that 1 million jobs had been destroyed in 
the construction sector alone owing to the economic crisis.7 

3. Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization, and National Policies, Sri Lanka (2023), 
Quarterly Debt Bulletin (March 2023), available at https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/file/
a7db93c9-70a2-46b7-932f-dc92643865c9.
4. Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization, and National Policies, Sri Lanka (2023), 
Quarterly Debt Bulletin (December 2023), available at https://www.treasury.gov.lk/api/
file/cab46795-68f4-457e-bab7-7769645260cb
5. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2022a), ‘Sri Lanka’s Crisis is Endgame for Rajapaksas”, 
CADTM.org, 11 July 2022, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-
Endgame-for-Rajapaksas.
6. World Bank (2023), Sri Lanka Development Update 2023, 04 April 2023, available at 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/srilanka/publication/sri-lanka-development-
update-2023.
7. “One million jobs lost in construction sector due to economic crisis: Committee 
reveals”, Daily Mirror, 7 June 2023, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-
news/One-million-jobs-lost-in-construction-sector-due-to-economic-crisis-Committee-
reveals/108-260629.
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Double-digit inflation in 2022 peaked at 69.8 % in the month 
of September before slowing down to 57.2 % in December. After 
the base year for calculation of the rate of inflation was changed 
to 2021=100 (in February 2023), the statistical result was to reduce 
it to single-digits (6.4% in January 2024). But of course, price hikes 
have already been transmitted to consumers of goods and services: 
on average by 93.4% in 2023 in comparison to 2021 according to 
the Department of Census and Statistics.8

The all-island poverty rate doubled to 25 % of a population 
of around 21 million within a few months – tripling in the urban 
sector and exceeding 50 % in the estate sector – an additional 2.7 
million people are officially poor.9 The World Food Programme 
estimated that 32 % of households in Sri Lanka are “food insecure”, 
as of January 2023.10 17.1 % of children under the age of five are 
underweight and 15.1 % of babies have low birth weight: these 
percentages have grown in 2023 in comparison to last year.11 
Deploying the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index, over 55 % of 
the population (over 12 million out of the population of 21 million) 
were found to be deprived.12 Their numbers are concentrated in 
the Eastern, Northern and North-Central provinces. 

8. Department of Census and Statistics (2023). Colombo Consumer Price Index November 
overview, 30 November 2023, available at http://www.statistics.gov.lk/InflationAndPrices/
StaticalInformation/MonthlyCCPI/CCPIInfo2023E
9. Bandara, Kapila (2022), “2.7m more Sri Lankans pushed into poverty, rate doubles 
to new high”, Sunday Times, 09 October 2022, available at https://www.sundaytimes.
lk/221009/news/2-7m-more-sri-lankans-pushed-into-poverty-rate-doubles-to-new-
high-498447.html.
10. World Food Programme (2023), Sri Lanka: Remote Household Food Security Surveys 
– January 2023, available at https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147327/
download/?_ga=2.225371420.780276576.1690370896-1909313151.1690370895.
11. Family Health Bureau, Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka (2023). Nutrition Month 2023 
Summary Report, June 2023, available at https://fhb.health.gov.lk/index.php/en/.
12. OPHI & UNDP (2023). Understanding Multidimensional Vulnerabilities: Impact 
on People of Sri Lanka, available at https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/
files/2023-10/undp_multidimensional_vulnerability_report_sri_lanka.pdf, p. 39.



61

A Brutal Experiment
IMF 17 and Sri Lanka

The economy whose annual GDP was almost US$89 billion in 
2021, contracted to US$74.85 billion in 2022. It shrunk in size over 
six successive quarters, until turning the corner with 1.6% growth 
in Q3 of 2023. The low-level single digit growth that is predicted 
by the government in 2024 and beyond, cannot compensate for 
the dramatic contraction of the economy over almost two years. 
The scarring of the economy has been of such magnitude that 
even if there is sustained economic growth for the remainder of 
the IMF programme, the consequences of negative growth has 
severely affected everything from investment to production to 
employment. It will take years to return to the size it was in 2021.

This is the socio-economic context – leaving aside the dismal 
world situation of global warming, wars and civil conflicts, extreme 
right-wing politics and movements, food commodity supply 
shortages and price rises, etc. – within which states are told by the 
IMF to target inflation; reduce their deficit; cut back on subsidies; 
retrench public sector workers; casualise the labour market; and 
dismantle domestic production-centred agriculture and industry 
to create new markets for foreign trade, at crippling cost to large 
sections of the citizenry.13

WHY AN IMF AGREEMENT?
What made Sri Lanka go to the IMF, after insisting for so long 

that it had no cause to do so? 

The most obvious is that the country had nowhere left to 
turn to finance itself. Sri Lanka had lost access to borrowing from 
the international financial market in 2021. This was the outcome 

13. Ortiz, Isabel and Mathew Cummins (2022), End Austerity: A Global Report on Budget 
Cuts and Harmful Social Reforms in 2022-2025, 20 November 2022, available at https://
publicservices.international/resources/publications/end-austerity-a-global-report-on-
budget-cuts-and-harmful-social-reforms-in-2022-25?id=13501&lang=en; Tamale, Nona 
(2021), Adding Fuel to Fire: How IMF demands for austerity will drive up inequality 
worldwide, Oxfam International: Oxford, available at https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.
com/bitstream/handle/10546/621210/bp-covid-loans-imf-austerity-110821-en.pdf;jsessi
onid=BD955D9CBA094FCA992697E25FF55A75?sequence=1.
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of its sovereign credit rating being progressively downgraded from 
2020 onwards, signalling international concern over likelihood 
of default on debt. Once there is default, all creditors (bilateral, 
multilateral, and private) freeze new lending. 

As of March 2022, useable foreign reserves had plunged 
to US$400 million, which was less than a week’s import bill. 
Meanwhile, the amount of debt to be serviced between 2022 and 
2027 had grown to gargantuan proportions: on average Sri Lanka 
had to find US$4,383 million each year to repay creditors14; and in 
2023 alone, a staggering US$7,000 million was needed. 

The due dates for repayment of several international 
sovereign bonds were fast approaching, while the island’s useable 
foreign reserves were rock-bottom at US$25 million by April 2022. 
The state treasury consisted of loans and currency swaps, rather 
than income from revenue and investment. Its composition aside, 
reserves were nowhere near enough to meet Sri Lanka’s external 
obligations even for the following month.

The IMF’s infusion of new credit is indicated as supporting 
Sri Lanka to plug the foreign currency shortfall that restricts the 
purchase of foreign goods (from fuel to food to pharmaceuticals); 
without which this highly import-dependent country cannot 
sustain production nor society function. Sri Lanka’s expenditure on 
imports is chronically higher than its income from exports; creating 
a mounting deficit that has long been financed through spiralling 
international borrowing. 

However, the loan is only nearly US$3,000 million with 
disbursement in tranches over 48 months; whereas the island’s 
balance-of-payments deficit in 2021 alone was almost US$4,000 

14. Publicfinance.lk (2022a), “Sri Lanka’s Average Annual Sovereign Foreign Debt 
Repayments Amount to USD4.4 bn from 2022 to 2027”, 21 September 2022, available at 
https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/sri-lanka-s-annual-average-sovereign-foreign-debt-
repayments-amount-to-usd-4-4-bn-from-2022-to-2027-1663759689.
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million. So, this first tranche of US$333 million received after 
March, is a near nominal contribution to the balance-of-trade 
problem. 

It should be underscored that this loan has to be repaid with 
interest to the IMF. There is no transparency in the agreement on 
the interest rate for the IMF’s 17th programme in Sri Lanka. At the 
time it was finalised in March 2023, the State Minister of Finance 
informed Parliament that the interest may be as high as 4 %.15 
Further, as Sri Lanka’s borrowing from the IMF exceeds its quota 
holding, a “surcharge” is imposed on the recipient member state. 
This is an additional cost to the borrower, on top of the interest 
levied on the loan. In 2024 alone, the surcharge amounts to 
US$1.06 million.16 The IMF profits from its lending, at the expense 
of the people of Sri Lanka.

Almost half of the first tranche was immediately used to 
service an Indian line of credit17: a classic instance of new loans 
to repay old loans. The Central Bank Governor subsequently 
confirmed that the IMF loan is authorised for debt repayment18  
and not only for essential imports as many citizens believe.

15. Perera, Neshella (2023). “Sri Lanka may have to pay up tp 4-pct interest, extra 
surcharges, on IMF loan: Minister”, economynext.com, 23 March 2023, available at https://
economynext.com/sri-lanka-may-have-to-pay-up-to-4-pct-interest-extra-surcharges-on-
imf-loan-minister-116270/.
16. Fernando, Neshel (2024). “Sri Lanka’s debt woes deepen as it joins IMF surcharge 
list”, Daily Mirror, 23 February 2024, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-
news/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-woes-deepen-as-it-joins-IMF-surcharge-list/108-277587; Galant, 
Michael and Ivana Vasic-Lalovic (2024). “International Monetary Fund lifts Veil on 
Surcharges”, Centre for Economic Policy and Research, 20 February 2024, available at 
https://www.cepr.net/international-monetary-fund-lifts-veil-on-surcharges/.
17. Economy Next (2023b), “Sri Lanka repays part of Indian credit with first IMF loan 
tranche”, economynext.com, 24 March 2023, available at https://economynext.com/sri-
lanka-repays-part-of-indian-credit-with-first-imf-loan-tranche-116468/.
18. Economy Next (2023c), “Sri Lanka budget support IMF loan for debt repayment or 
rupee expenses”, economynext.com, 05 April 2023, available at https://economynext.com/
sri-lanka-budget-support-imf-loan-for-debt-repayment-or-rupee-expenses-117523/. 
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Therefore, the real importance of an IMF agreement, is to 
indicate to creditors (bilateral, multilateral, and private) that the 
“gatekeeper and watchdog” of the international monetary system 
approves the debtor state’s economic plan to manage its debt 
crisis, making it worthy of fresh credit and renegotiation of its 
existing debt.19

“[W]e regain recognition in the international arena … the basis 
for obtaining credit from other international financial institutions 
… will be created”20, said President Ranil Wickremesinghe in his 
appeal for Parliamentary support for the deal. 

On the heels of the IMF agreement, two of Sri Lanka’s largest 
multilateral creditors the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the 
World Bank (WB) announced new lending of US$350 million and 
US$700 million respectively, to support “economic stabilisation”. 
These are new loans, adding to the mountain of existing external 
debt. 

HOW WAS THE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED?
The government of Sri Lanka began putting feelers to the IMF 

in mid-March 2022, and made its interest in a new programme clear 
in April 2022; as default on its foreign debt became unavoidable. 

The IMF Staff-Level Agreement was finalised in September 
2022, laying out “prior actions” to be taken by the government, 
before approval by the IMF’s Executive Board. This is because 
the precondition for an IMF programme is that the government 
demonstrate its political commitment to implement austerity 
policies, even in advance of new financing.

19. Weeks, John F. (1989), “Losers Pay Reparations, or How the Third World Lost the 
Lending War”, in Weeks, John (ed.), Debt Disaster? Banks, Governments, and Multilaterals 
Confront the Crisis, New York University Press: New York and London, pp. 41-63 at p. 57.
20. PMD (2023), “President requests the opposition to support the implementation of the 
IMF agreement”, 22 March 2023, available at https://pmd.gov.lk/news/president-requests-
the-opposition-to-support-the-implementation-of-the-imf-agreement/.
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Sri Lanka did not put forward any claims in these negotiations. 
There was only one aim from the Sri Lankan side: for an IMF loan, 
and as soon as possible. There is no evidence that before or during 
talks with the IMF, both in Washington DC and in Colombo, that the 
government had identified ‘red-lines’ based on the best interests 
of the people of Sri Lanka; nor more narrowly, a strategy to protect 
those suffering in the crisis from the austerity measures that are 
integral to IMF programmes. The IMF set out its conditions, and 
the government readily accepted them in toto.

This is confirmed by President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 
remarks in late February 2023. “They [the IMF] assigned us fifteen 
tasks to complete … on February 15th [2023], we completed all 
that was expected of us and sent them to Washington”.21

There was no disclosure on the specific measures of the 
agreement, to Parliament and the people, in advance of its approval 
in Washington DC.22 However, from the actions taken in advance, 
it was apparent as to what was expected by the IMF: increased 
taxation; hiked interest rates; reduced public sector payroll; freeze 
on capital expenditure; and market-pricing of fuel, electricity, and 
water. 

These actions – all of which hurt women, the working class, 
the self-employed, and the poor disproportionately – were taken 
while Sri Lanka is embroiled in its worst combined social, political, 
and financial crisis, since independence was achieved from Britain 
in 1948, and as its economy went into reverse gear declining by 
almost 8 % over 2022. 

There was no pushback in government circles on any of 
these “tasks” or actions. President Wickremesinghe’s regime, and 
many parliamentarians across government and the opposition, 

21. Newswire.lk (2023), “All 15 tasks assigned to us by IMF completed – President”, 
newswire.lk, 21 February 2023, available at  https://www.newswire.lk/2023/02/21/all-15-
tasks-assigned-to-us-by-imf-completed-president/.
22. Coralage, Buwanajee (2022), “SJB demands IMF agreement be made public”, The 
Morning, 04 September 2022, available at https://www.themorning.lk/articles/217076.
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hold the same ideological opinions as the IMF on the sources of, 
and solutions to, economic failure in Sri Lanka. 

The current regime in Colombo is a willing partner with 
the IMF in the framework and roll-out of the neoliberal reforms 
promoted in the IMF agreement. There are hardly any, of the steps 
being taken currently, that have not been attempted or canvassed 
during Wickremesinghe’s previous stints in power (2001-2003 
and 2015-2019). These efforts to deepen Sri Lanka’s neoliberal 
turn after 1977, stalled or could not be introduced, due to diverse 
factors – both generated by the policy reforms themselves; and 
others derived from the political economy of the island. 

On this occasion, the champions for neoliberalism hope that 
the opportunity presented by the severity of the crisis and the 
extreme shock to society, will over-ride objections and oppositions 
from within the state, as well as civil society (business, unions, 
professional associations, etc.), to structural reforms that have 
been either resisted or diluted over the past forty years, within 
an overall trajectory of deregulation, denationalisation, and 
downsizing of the public sector.

WHAT DOES THE AGREEMENT MEAN?
Sri Lanka’s latest agreement with the IMF has at its core, the 

same single-minded focus as the structural adjustment packages 
of the 1980s and 1990s: that is, to slash public spending and 
to limit the role of the state in the economy.23 It is a “politically 
driven” diagnosis on the economic health of the debtor, along with 
a prescription for the bitter medicine to be swallowed. This school 
of economics, what is called ‘neoliberalism’, has two “fundamental 
aspects – austerity on the one hand and politically driven direct 
upward redistribution on the other”.24

23. Taylor, Lance (1997), “Editorial: The Revival of the Liberal Creed – the IMF and the 
World Bank in a Globalized Economy”, World Development, Vol. 25, No. 2, pp. 145-152.
24. Brenner, Robert (2017), “Introducing Catalyst”, Catalyst, Vol. 1, No. 1: 3-25 at p. 10, 
available at https://catalyst-journal.com/2017/11/editorial-robert-brenner.
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Also, in continuity with this earlier period, the unspoken 
premise of IMF diagnostics is that the sources of economic crisis 
are wholly endogenous or internal to that country and its relations 
with the world economy. The reforms on offer, are solely to adjust 
the national economy in better alignment with global capitalism.

However, austerity is about more than economics. It is a 
political choice. The socio-economic reforms that are underway 
must overcome public dissatisfaction and resistance from organised 
sectors. Thus, the Ranil Wickremesinghe regime has also been 
clamping down on human and democratic rights, particularly the 
right to protest.25

The repressive apparatus of the state is wielded in full 
force to imprison activists from the 2022 people’s uprising; and 
to harass them through the courts when released on bail; as well 
as through use of water cannon and tear gas to disperse peaceful 
assemblies and processions. The proposed ‘Anti-Terrorism Act’ 
and the enacted ‘Bureau of Rehabilitation Act’ embed the military 
in state structures and entrench militarisation.26

The thrust of the IMF agreement is to reduce government 
expenditure on public sector wages and pensions; social welfare 
benefits; and subsidies on public goods; while divesting through 
privatisation or ‘public-private-partnerships’, state utilities and 
state-owned-enterprises. On the revenue side, an increase in tax 
revenue (direct and indirect) and efficiency of tax collection, is 
prioritised. 

One of the quantitative performance criterias of the 
programme is to turn the government’s chronic budget deficit 

25. Ayub, M. S. M. (2023), “Comedy of Terrors: A government haunted by the memory of 
the Aragalaya”, Daily Mirror, 17 June 2023, available at https://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/
Comedy-of-Terrors-A-government-haunted-by-the-memory-of-Aragalaya/172-261262.
26. Satkunanathan, Ambika (2023), “Sri Lanka continues to militarise the state, despite the 
Rajapaksas fall”, Himal Southasian, 31 July 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.com/
sri-lanka-militarisation-rajapaksas-aragalaya-prevention-of-terrorism-act/.
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– where its expenditure is significantly higher than its income – 
into a primary surplus equivalent to 2.3 % of GDP by 2025. This 
means that government spending must be less than government 
revenue. No doubt this is a desirable scenario for any government. 
However, in reality what does it mean to achieve a surplus even 
before the IMF programme has been completed and before there 
is socio-economic recovery by the population? It means that when 
citizens need stepped-up social provisioning including through 
universal access to public goods and public subsidies to protect 
their standard-of-living and livelihoods, the government cuts back 
its investment in these areas in order to build up reserves for debt-
servicing instead. 

In addition, as government income from inward foreign 
capital flows and direct taxation in a debt-distressed crisis-hit 
economy is unlikely to be promising; the substitutes become 
higher indirect taxation (penalising the poor over the rich) and 
the fire-sale of public assets. State-owned-enterprises, such as 
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, Ceylon Electricity Board, Litro 
Gas, National Housing Development Authority, National Livestock 
Development Board, National Water Supply and Drainage Board, 
Sri Lanka Insurance, Sri Lanka Telecom etc. by virtue of their 
market presence can set the market price in ways that are either 
advantageous or disadvantageous to low-income households. 
The privatisation of public corporations and state banks, clear the 
way for private actors to concentrate their market power through 
acquisition or closure of state-owned competitors.  

Other aims of the new programme are financial sector 
stability through shake-up of the banking industry – where the 
island’s two largest banks are state-owned; and the Central Bank is 
perceived as more aligned with government than market interests 
– and a new (for the IMF in Sri Lanka) focus on governance, 
particularly on anti-corruption legislation. 
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Finally, there are a range of reforms to be instituted by 
the government of Sri Lanka, such as trade liberalisation; labour 
market flexibility; land market liberalisation; and risk insurance for 
climate-change and adaptation. Whie using language that signify 
opportunities and even wellbeing, these “growth-enhancing” 
policies aim to promote private especially foreign capital including 
in export-import trade, agribusiness (through removing restrictions 
on arable land ownership and use; and financial services (for 
environmental harms); while cheapening the cost of labour 
(through deregulation of working hours, introducing ‘hire and fire’, 
restricting the right to strike) and greater exploitation of women’s 
waged work. 

Progress in these areas will be reviewed twice a year, 
between 2023 and 2027 in June and December. If satisfied, the 
IMF will disburse loans of US$333 million after staff-level reviews 
in September and March respectively, until the programme ends. 
If the programme goes according to plan, there will be nine equal 
instalments – each tied to economic policy benchmarks – and 
equivalent in total to 395% of Sri Lanka’s quota or contribution to 
the IMF’s capital fund.    

HOW AUSTERITY HURTS
Austerity policies, euphemistically described as “fiscal 

consolidation” by the IMF, are what is associated with its 
programmes. The costs of crises of debt and the economy, are 
shifted by the rich and powerful, onto the poor and the powerless. 
The damaging impacts of these policies begin well before the 
programme itself commences. The ‘pain’ of socio-economic shock 
therapy must precede the ‘gain’ of the loan; and in Sri Lanka’s case 
too.27

27. Chandrasekhar, C. P. (2022), “Can austerity end the Sri Lanka crisis?”, Frontline, 20 
October 2022, available at https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/economic-perspectives-
can-austerity-end-the-sri-lanka-crisis/article66001512.ece; Kadirgamar, Ahilan; 
Gunawardena, Devaka; and Sritharan, Sinthuja (2023), “Sri Lanka’s IMF Agreement Will 
Not Alter the Trajectory of a Collapsing Economy”, The Wire, 22 March 2023, available at 
https://thewire.in/south-asia/sri-lankas-imf-agreement-debt-financing-alternatives.
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The measures promoted by the IMF including higher interest 
rates and lower government spending, curbing when they should 
be promoting, economic production and growth of employment. 
There is rollback of universal social rights, to be replaced by a social 
safety net that catches only the fortunate few, abandoning many 
during a debilitating poly-crisis.

What are some ‘prior actions’ that devastated vast sections of 
the citizenry? The devaluation of the Lankan rupee which plunged 
from US$1=200 to US$1=360 in 2022, is among them. This wiped 
out the value of people’s cash savings; and significantly increased 
the cost of imported products – ranging from food and fuel, to 
medicines, to raw materials and intermediate goods – thereby 
reducing their purchasing power.

Indirect taxation (the Value-Added-Tax), which is known to 
be regressive as it disproportionately squeezes the poor, increased 
by 50 %; while its scope of application has been widened. The 
levy on telecommunications was raised by 15 %. The personal 
income tax threshold was reduced to LKR100, 000 per month, 
even after rupee devaluation wiped out 40 % of the real value 
of wages and salaries, while inflation and prices of essentials 
became unimaginable. Formal sector workers and middle-class 
professionals on fixed monthly incomes have been badly affected, 
amidst spiralling household expenses for rent, fuel, utilities, food, 
and out-of-pocket health and education charges.

Electricity tariffs were hiked twice in just six months                   
(75 % in August 2022, and a further 66 % in February 2023). With 
skyrocketing bills, almost 500, 000 households are disconnected 
from the grid – unable to repay mounting arrears, and prioritising 
scarce income for food, cooking gas and kerosene. Kerosene which 
is a crucial fuel for farmers’ and fishers’, has seen price increases 
of more than 400 % within a 12-month period. This has made it 
too expensive for small-scale fishers to go to sea daily and to go 
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far; consequently, the supply of fish has reduced and its price has 
greatly increased, making regular consumption of this important 
source of protein unaffordable to many households. 

The tragedy is that IMF conditionalities are being 
implemented when when there is no evidence globally that they 
succeed – even on the limited and flawed premise that they 
are growth-enhancing; and that economic growth by itself is a 
sufficient condition for poverty-reduction. In fact, the evidence 
from across the world, is that growth rates in countries with IMF 
programmes are mostly lower than in the period prior to their 
sovereign debt crisis; that there is a concentration of wealth in the 
top income percentiles; and that measures of income inequality 
show a widening gap between the few at the top and the many at 
the bottom of society.28 This historical experience is also that of Sri 
Lanka when comparing the period after ‘open economy’ reforms 
after 1977, with the period before and after independence in 
1948.29

INDIA AND CHINA 
In the ‘great game’ that is playing out in the Indian Ocean, Sri 

Lanka is perceived as trapped between the geopolitical ambitions 
of China and India. There was a pronounced pro-China tilt in the 
foreign policy of the Mahinda Rajapaksa administration (2005-
2018). However, since the onset of the economic crisis, India has 
displaced China as Sri Lanka’s top bilateral donor. Both regional 
hegemons are eager to retain Sri Lanka for their strategic and 
commercial interests; and to neutralise the influence of the other.  

28. Weisbrot, Mark; Baker, Dean; Naiman, Robert; and Neta, Gila (2001), Growth May Be 
Good for the Poor – But are IMF and World Bank Policies Good for Growth? Centre for 
Economic Policy Research, May 2001, available at https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/103947/
econ_growth_2001_05.pdf.
29. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2014), Growth with inequality: the political economy 
of neoliberalism in Sri Lanka, Europe Solidaire San Frontières, available at https://www.
europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article30941.
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The Indian and Western media have presented China as 
‘foot-dragging’ on restructuring its loans to Sri Lanka, therefore 
delaying the sealing of the IMF agreement.  China holds 10 % of 
Sri Lanka’s bilateral debt stock, and 20 % of the total foreign debt 
stock (the difference being loans from Chinese banks rather than 
direct government-to-government credit).   Beijing’s practice in 
cases of severe debt stress or default, is to be opposed to taking a 
‘haircut’ (that is, restructuring including reduction) in the loan to 
be repaid, and instead to extend the maturity period. 

“There are two key arguments put forward by China for not 
taking losses in debt restructurings”, says Dushni Weerakoon of 
the Institute of Policy Studies in Colombo, “first, that its loans are 
development-oriented, tied to projects that generate revenues 
for the recipients, and second, that multilateral banks should also 
participate, instead of the current preferred status of having their 
loans repaid in full”.30

Indeed, Sri Lanka has post-default continued to service 
its multilateral debt, and not pressed for debt relief from those 
creditors, which places international financial institutions in a 
privileged position vis-à-vis bilateral and commercial creditors. 

However, China’s first claim ought to be scrutinised further, 
as there is domestic criticism of the return-on-investment of 
Chinese-funded projects; the ‘development’ orientation of those 
projects (beyond large-scale infrastructure of limited value to the 
poor); and allegations of grand corruption attached to governing 
politicians and bureaucrats.  

The stalemate between China and the IMF ended in early 
March 2023 when the Export-Import (EXIM) Bank of China, 
to which Sri Lanka owes US$2,830 million (equivalent of 3.5% 

30. Weerakoon, Dushni (2023), “Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring roadmap: following the 
evidence”, Daily FT, 28 July 2023, available at https://www.ft.lk/columns/Sri-Lanka-s-debt-
restructuring-roadmap-Following-the-evidence/4-750714.
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of central government debt), “provided ‘specific and credible’ 
financing assurances for a debt restructuring, with a specific link to 
the IMF program and clear language on debt sustainability”.31 What 
is apparently assured is a two-year (2022 and 2023) moratorium 
on debt servicing; as well as promise of expedited negotiations 
with the Sri Lankan authorities on “medium and long-term debt 
treatment”. 

China’s reticence to provide new financing, has been an 
opportunity for India to seek advantage over its regional rival and 
recover lost influence over its island neighbour. 

Over the course of 2022, India provided ‘bridge-financing’ 
to Sri Lanka – when the latter had no other source of new funding 
– which along with humanitarian assistance, amount to about 
US$4,000 million. The financial package includes a US$500 million 
line of credit from the Export and Import Bank of India to finance 
petroleum imports; a currency swap of US$400 million; deferment 
of Asian Clearing Union payments for Indian goods of over 
US$1,000 million; and US$1,000 million line-of-credit to purchase 
essential food and medicines.32

India is not a traditional donor. It is not a member of the Paris 
Club that coordinates the actions of bilateral donors. However, 
since the 2022 economic crisis, India has become Sri Lanka’s 
third-largest bilateral creditor after China and Japan. Therefore, 
India’s assurance of support for Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring was 
required by the IMF. This was achieved on 17 January 2023. 

31. Jayasinghe, Uditha and Shalal, Andrea (2023), “Sri Lanka closes in on $2.9 bln IMF 
deal after China support”, Reuters, 08 March 2023, available at https://www.reuters.com/
markets/asia/sri-lanka-says-positive-news-coming-imf-29-bln-package-2023-03-07/.
32. Parthasarathy, G. (2022), “India to Lanka’s aid”, The Hindu Business Line, 09 May 
2022, available at https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/india-to-lankas-aid/
article65398877.ece; PTI (2023), “India says it will continue to support Sri Lanka in 
overcoming its financial crisis”, The Hindu, 09 July 2023, available at https://www.thehindu.
com/news/national/india-says-it-will-continue-to-support-sri-lanka-in-overcoming-its-
financial-crisis/article67059997.ece.
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Since then, India has joined Japan and France as co-chairs 
of a common platform of Sri Lanka’s bilateral creditors.33 China 
though invited, has informed Colombo that it will not join this 
group. This means Sri Lanka must negotiate separately with China; 
and that other creditors may wait and watch what China offers by 
way of debt restructuring, before making their own commitment, 
to be sure of equality of treatment among each other.

The implications for foreign policy have not gone unnoticed 
within Sri Lanka.34 Sinhala nationalists warn that India has 
ulterior designs on Sri Lankan sovereignty: particularly control of 
the Trincomalee deep sea port, the oil bunkering facilities, and 
the hinterland; preferential access for the Modi-regime linked 
Adani Group to Colombo port’s Western Container Terminal and 
renewable energy projects elsewhere; and the liberalisation of 
trade in services along with Indian rupee convertibility which will 
advantage Indian business interests and increase their weight in 
the domestic economy. 

PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH
Elsewhere in South Asia, Bangladesh and Pakistan have been 

in debt distress, and their governments and citizens are anxious 
that they do not repeat Sri Lanka’s horrendous experience. Before 
either country could default, and wholly deplete their foreign 
reserves (although Pakistan had slumped to under US$3,000 
million as of February 2023), both countries sought external 
financing including from the IMF. In the absence of default, their 

33. Kihara, Leika and Do Rosario, Jorgelina (2023), “Japan, India and France announce 
common platform for Sri Lanka creditors”, Reuters, 14 April 2023, available at https://
www.reuters.com/markets/asia/japan-india-france-launch-creditors-meeting-sri-lanka-
debt-2023-04-13/.
34. Ethirajan, Anbarasan (2022), “Sri Lanka crisis: is India gaining over China in island 
nation?”, BBC.com, 20 July 2022, available at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-
india-62218050; Devapriya, Uditha (2023), “How the IMF bailout is changing Sri Lanka’s 
foreign policy”, Himal Southasian, 30 March 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.
com/imf-bailout-sri-lanka-china-india-us-foreign-policy/.
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negotiations with the IMF were more rapid than that of Sri Lanka 
(which took almost one year): six months for Bangladesh, and 
eight months for Pakistan.  

In January 2023, the IMF approved US$4,700 million 
to Bangladesh, over 42 months. Some 30 conditions must be 
satisfied for disbursement of the full amount. There is no surprise, 
considering the ‘one-size fits all’ formula of the IMF, that these are 
identical to those for Sri Lanka. Power and energy prices are to be 
market-indexed; state subsidies reduced; tax exemptions scaled 
back; the banking sector reformed; and the government budget 
deficit reduced, amongst other measures.

As senior economist Rizwanul Islam commented: “In the 
current programme, mention is made of social spending, but there 
is nothing on how to protect the poor and low-income people from 
the fallout of the stabilisation measures like increases in the prices 
of fuel oil, electricity and overall food inflation”.35

Pakistan’s agreement with the IMF was concluded in June 
2023, three months after that of Sri Lanka. Unlike Sri Lanka, the 
lending window for Pakistan is a short-term (nine month) Stand-
By-Arrangement (SBA) of US$3,000 million (that is 111 % of its 
quota in the IMF).36

Whereas in Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, government appeared 
eager to adhere to IMF conditionalities, there was initially push-back 
from Pakistan. Pakistan’s then finance (and now foreign) minister 
claimed that the IMF was pushing his country towards default on 

35. Islam, Rizwanul (2023), “Meeting the conditions for the IMF loan: from role model 
to a nervous student”, Daily Star, 14 May 2023, available at https://www.thedailystar.net/
opinion/views/news/meeting-the-conditions-the-imf-loan-3318831.
36. Dhar, Sushovan (2023), “Pakistan: The IMF deal and its critics”, CADTM.org, 24 July 
2023, available at https://www.cadtm.org/Pakistan-The-IMF-deal-and-its-critics; Sheikh, 
Salman Rafi (2023). “Pakistan’s IMF bailout is not without political consequences”, Himal 
Southasian, 03 August 2023, available at https://www.himalmag.com/pakistan-imf-
bailout-economy-muslim-league-nawaz-pti-imran-khan/.
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its debt, so that it would be in a weaker position to bargain on 
IMF-imposed conditionalities: including removal of subsidies on 
petroleum, natural gas, and electricity; and tax concessions to 
strategic sectors such as agriculture, export industries, and IT. 

“Pakistan is a sovereign country and cannot accept everything 
the IMF demands … Foreign hostile elements want Pakistan to 
turn into another Sri Lanka and then the IMF will negotiate with 
Islamabad” he said, blaming the latter for being obstructive to 
rapid conclusion of talks.37 Nevertheless, the Pakistani authorities 
have raised interest rates; hiked energy and power tariffs; and plan 
cutbacks in the state payroll and pension expenditure.

In Bangladesh and Pakistan, as in Sri Lanka, ‘Washington 
Consensus’38 market-based reforms are ratcheting up the pressure 
on millions upon millions already reeling from the unbearable 
cost-of-living and climate catastrophe. 

CONCLUSION
Outside of government, right-wing think-tanks, and liberal 

commentators, how has the IMF agreement been received? What 
may surprise critics elsewhere is that opposition has been muted 
and also partial, stretching across political parties, trade unions, 
and organisations of the left, feminists and ecologists, small 
farmers’ and fishers’, amongst others. In 2022, there were hardly 
any voices raised against the IMF.39 That mood of resignation has 
changed since 2023, but still not in a decisive way to reject IMF 
conditionalities in toto. 

37. The Island (2023), “Foreign powers want Pak to default like Lanka, claims Pakistani FM 
Ishaq Dhar”, The Island, 18 June 2023, available at https://island.lk/foreign-powers-want-
pak-to-default-like-lanka-claims-pakistan-fm-ishaq-dar/.
38. Hossain, Showkat (2023), “Is IMF the saviour of Bangladesh economy?”, Prothom 
Alo English, 13 February 2023, available at https://en.prothomalo.com/opinion/op-
ed/4avvjxkjb0.
39. Skanthakumar, Balasingham (2022b), “‘The Canary in the Coal Mine’: Sri Lanka’s 
Crisis is a Chronicle Foretold”, CADTM.org, 07 August 2022, available at https://www.
cadtm.org/The-Canary-in-the-Coal-Mine-Sri-Lanka-s-Crisis-is-a-Chronicle-Foretold
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The Samagi Janatha Balawegaya (SJB—United Peoples’ 
Power), which is the largest opposition party in the current 
parliament, was cautious not be seen as a ‘spoiler’, standing in the 
way of finalisation of the IMF agreement. But it has begun to make 
noises about revising the terms served on Sri Lanka particularly on 
social welfare benefits, if it forms a government. Initially, the largest 
left party, the Jathika Jana Balawegaya (JJB—National Peoples’ 
Power/NPP) was silent, acceding to the societal consensus that an 
IMF agreement is a precondition to economic recovery. Since then 
both the NPP, as well as trade unions in the private and semi-state 
sector, have been more vocal against the IMF conditionalities. 

However, most criticisms are still partial rather than outright 
opposition to an IMF loan and the strings attached to it. While 
there have been protests on the streets, these are restricted to 
certain aspects of the government’s reform programme such as 
personal income taxation and the adverse effects of domestic debt 
restructuring on workers’ superannuation funds. The demand 
for an audit of the external and domestic loans, and cancellation 
of odious and illegitimate debt, is only recently beginning to be 
voiced by some within both the parliamentary left and the extra-
parliamentary trade unions and civil society organisations. To 
date, there is no force of any political or social weight that has 
demanded repudiation of the IMF agreement; accompanied by an 
autonomous strategy to overcome this crisis that is in favour of the 
exploited classes. 

Certainly, Sri Lanka needs the fiscal space to redirect state 
spending towards sectors that are in dire need of support. It needs 
to boost government revenue and to eliminate what is wasteful 
in current expenditure, for public service provisioning and a just 
transition from fossil fuel addiction. 

It could begin by surveillance not on meagre social security 
benefits to the poor but rather the lucre of the super-rich that 
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evade taxes at home – in 2022 only 1 in 4 companies registered 
with the Inland Revenue Department paid income tax40 – and 
secret export proceeds abroad – US$53.5 billion over 12 years up 
to the end of 2022 according to one estimate.41 It could impose 
a wealth tax on the super-rich whose conspicuous consumption 
is obscenely visible; and the financial services industry that made 
super-profits during the pandemic. It could downsize the military 
budget that has grown exponentially even after Sri Lanka’s internal 
war ended in 2009: consuming 2% of GDP, such that the 2023 
allocation for defence and public security (LKR539, 000 million) is 
almost as much as that of health and education combined.42

The IMF’s record speaks for itself. After decades of 
‘Washington Consensus’ policies, the global debt crisis is worse 
than it was in the early 1980s. Indebted countries lurch from one 
IMF agreement to the next, without any fundamental change 
to the sources of their indebtedness nor to improving their 
developmental outcomes for the dominated majority. Sri Lanka 
has been no different. Implementing the same failed measures 
that exposed society to enormous vulnerability and immense 
suffering is no solution to Sri Lanka’s multiple crises. ■

40. Perera, Yohan and Ajith Siriwardena (2022), “Mahindananda highlights extent of 
tax evasion in Sri Lanka”, Daily Mirror, 22 September 2022, available at https://www.
dailymirror.lk/business-news/Mahindananda-highlights-extent-of-tax-evasion-in-Sri-
Lanka/273-245377.
41. Sirimanna, Bandula (2022), “Billions of dollars in foreign income stashed overseas”, 
Sunday Times, 04 December 2022, available at https://www.sundaytimes.lk/221204/
business-times/billions-of-dollars-in-foreign-income-stashed-overseas-503742.html.
42. Hamza, Mahadiya (2022), “Sri Lanka analysts frown upon Wickremesinghe’s high 
defence budget”, Economy Next.com, 15 November 2022, available at https://economynext.
com/sri-lanka-analysts-frown-upon-wickremesinghes-high-defence-budget-103035/; 
Publicfinance.lk (2022b), “How much does Sri Lanka allocate for the defence sector?”, 
PublicFinance.lk, 03 February 2022, https://publicfinance.lk/en/topics/how-much-does-
sri-lanka-allocate-for-the-defence-sector-1643901269.
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